all IN INI 
a <4 a DEPENDENT, LOCALLY-OWNED 


-go guide 


with our go 
ealth, and spirit P15 


Kick-start your spring 
to fitness, beauty, h 


Hoopgirl Christabel Zamor works it out on Corona Heights. 
UARDIAN PHOTO BY SPENCER HANSEN 


G 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN PRESENTS 


>) 
/ 


ORTLUNES 


FRIDAY, FEB. 25 ° 8PM-11 PMI 
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VISIT THE OPENING OF 


—a solo exhibition by Chinese conceptual artist Song Dong, including the re 


much-heralded large-scale installation Waste Not, comprised of over 10,000 items YF 
collected by the artist’s mother over the course of more than five decades. 
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SAN FRANCISCO’S CHINESE CULTURE 
CENTER PRESENTS 
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— an interactive exhibition exploring 


everyday existence through a variety of sensory experiences. Bring your treasured objects, scraps of material and 
little mementos to be repurposed as part of the work, “Discarded Repairs.” Explore the powerful sense of smell by 
collaborating on a scent to be included in the piece, “Close to Home.” 
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Take a free test 
ride at your 
local San Carlos 
Best Buy store. 


Best Buy now sells electric 
motorcycles, bikes, scooters 
and accessories. 


Learn more at: 
www.bestbuy.com/electricvehicles 
and check us out at: 
www.facebook.com/bestbuyelectricvehicles 


SAN CARLOS STORE 
1127 Industrial Rd. (BEST 


San Carlos, CA 94070 BUY 


4 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN | SFBG.COM | INDEPENDENT, LOCALLY-OWNED | FEBRUARY 23 - MARCH 1, 2011 


Be Full dental care for the entire family! 
4) Cosmetic Dentistry 


Most Crowns & implants 
Done in 1 Day! 
BOTOX TREATMENTS 


to relieve headaches, jaw pain 
(TMJ) & clenching 


FREE BLEACHING 
FOR LIFE! 


Usual dental fees must be 
paid in full for exam, xrays & 
cleaning. offer expires 01/31/11 


$54” 18100 va) 
New Patients Only 
Cleaning, exam & 
necessary xrays. 


OC)><ean WAT Nd 
DENTAL 
oceanviewdental.com 


(415) 221-5592 e 760 La Playa (btw. Balboa & Cabrillo) 


In-house dental insurance available-only $106/year* Most dental insurances accepted. 
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Every penny of the costs of the clean-up, 


repairing and upgrading the pipelines, and 


setting damage claims and lawsuits should 


be paid out of PG&E profits. 


EDITOR'S NOTES 


By Tim Redmond 
tredmond@sfbg.com 


“Taxes,” Warren Hellman told 

me last week, “are the third rail of 
American politics.” The billionaire 
financier was talking about my 
column Feb 16. I complained that 
Hellman and a group working on 
reforming San Francisco’s pension 
system were asking city employees 
to take more cuts — but nobody 
ever seems to ask the rich to take 
cuts. 

Thing is, Hellman agrees with 
me. He told me that the rich in 
this country are undertaxed, that 
every other industrialized country 
taxes the wealthy more than we do, 
and that it’s unfair to ask middle- 
class people to take on all the 
burdens of a bad economy. He’s not 
opposed to looking at higher taxes 
as part of a plan to solve the city’s 
budget problems; he just doesn’t 
see how it’s going to happen. 

“T’ve gotten my head handed 
to me three times now when I’ve 
supported tax increases,” he said. 

Hellman’s a smart guy, and 
unlike a lot of the folks at the 
Chamber of Commerce and the 
Committee on JOBS, he’s actually 
reasonable. He’d rather work with 
the city employee unions and the 
progressive community than try to 
force something on us that we'd all 
oppose. 

And when I put forward my 
proposal — combine pension 
reform with a comparable tax 
increase on big businesses and 
the wealthy — he didn’t laugh 
or dismiss the idea. He said it 
was worth thinking about. And I 
believe him. 

I also agree that it’s hard to 
talk about taxes these days. Part 
of it is the lack of any serious 
national media discussion of how 
low taxes have ruined the country. 
Part of it is the California pathol- 
ogy: we want it all, and we don't 
want to pay for it. But part of it 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 7 5 
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ThE GEVELCAL 


THEY WANT TO ALLOW DOCTORS To 
DENY ABORTIONS EVEN WHEN THE 
LIFE OF THE WOMAN IS AT RISK. 


IF THOSE SEX-HAVING HUSSIES ARE 
WORRIED ABOUT IT--MAYBE THEY 
SHOULDN'T HAVE So MUCH SEX! 


EDITORIAL In a Feb. 18 message 
to shareholders, Pacific Gas and 
Electric Co. announced that the 
projected costs of the San Bruno 
pipeline explosion could exceed 
$700 million. Now the company 
wants to get some of that back 
from ratepayers. That will be a 
huge test for Gov. Jerry Brown 
and the California Public Utilities 
Commission, and send a signal 
about how the new governor will 
deal with the rogue utility. The out- 
come should be simple: every penny 
of the costs of cleaning up the mess, 
repairing and upgrading the pipe- 
lines, and setting damage claims 
and lawsuits should be paid out of 
PG&E profits. 

Let’s review the facts. 

¢ The CPUC gave PG&E $5 
million to upgrade the pipeline 
under San Bruno in 2009, but the 


RENEW 13 


THEY TRIED TO REDEFINE "RAPE." 
IF IT'S NOT “FORCIBLE” THEN IT 
DOESN'T HARDLY COUNT--RIGHT, 
SARGE? 


SURE SEEMS THAT WAY To 
MME, SON--BUT THE OTHER 
SIDE WON THAT SKIRMISH, 


[WE LOST SOME DAMN GoopD 
TALKING POINTS THAT DAY. 


Ee 


IN SOUTH DAKOTA, THEY PROPOSED 
A BILL* EXPANDING THE DEFINI- 
TION OF “JUSTIFIABLE HOMICIDE” 
TO INCLUDE KILLING IN DEFENSE 
OF A FETUS. 

WHAT'S THE BIG DEAL? SOUNDS 
To ME LIKE AN INNOCENT LEG- 
ISLATIVE MATTER OF NO PARTICU- 
LAR CONSEQUENCE! 


ABSOLUTELY, SIR! IT WOULD 


DEFINITELY Not BE oPEN|V | 


company decided to spend the 
money instead on executive bonuses. 


¢ PG&E officials fought bitterly 


to prevent the federal government 
from cracking down on natural gas 
pipeline inspections. 

¢ PG&E never conducted seri- 
ous inspections of a line that was 
past its rated use and had been 
poorly constructed in the first place. 

¢ PG&E intentionally inflated 
gas pressure in that line beyond 
what regulators say was safe. 

¢ It took PG&E more than an 
hour to shut off the gas after the 
explosion, making the resulting fire 
much harder to contain and quite 
possibly contributing to some of 
the eight deaths and destruction of 
more than 30 houses. 


That’s not the sort of record that 


suggests that the pipeline disaster 
was an unavoidable accident. It 
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THEY'RE 


SARGE, WHAT IF WE LOSE--AND 
THE WOMENFOLK CAN DO WHATEVER 
THEY WANT WITH THEIR LADY PARTS, 
WHETHER WE LIKE IT OR NOT? 


by TOM TOMORROW 


TRYING TO ELIMINATE ALL 


GOVERNMENT FUNDING FOR FAMILY 
PLANNING, 


CONDOMS ARE JUST A hary WAY 


.www.thismodernworld.com,,,twitter.com/tomtomorrow 


PoMoRRWO2011 « 


No San Bruno rate hike for PG&E 


certainly wasn’t caused by a natu- 
ral disaster. It was corporate error 
— misuse of money, irresponsible 
monitoring of a dangerous piece of 
equipment, intentional efforts to 
blunt public oversight. The damage 
was PG&E's fault. 

The problem is that so far, the 
company hasn’t been held account- 
able. As John Weber, editor of The 
Bay Citizen, pointed out in a Feb. 5 
column: “What consequences have 
PG&E and its executives faced for 
these blunders? None. The stock 
is doing just fine. The California 
Public Utilities Commission has 
awarded the company almost $30 
million in bonuses for energy-sav- 
ing targets that weren't achieved. 
The company plans to hire a new 
gas operations executive, but no one 
has lost his job — except a hapless 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 7 5» 
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A call to 
do your 
(jury) duty 


By Ken Maley 
OPINION For decades San 


Franciscans concerned and inter- 
ested in the workings — and mal- 
functions — of city government 
have turned to the Guardian for 
insights and possible solutions. 
Guardian readers have developed 
a reputation for being commu- 
nity activists, and to those activ- 
ist-minded readers, I encourage 
you to apply to serve on the San 
Francisco civil grand jury. 

Few citizens understand 
that the California Constitution 
requires all counties to impanel 
a civil grand jury each year. 

The San Francisco grand jury 

has researched and issued many 
important findings — most 
recently, pertinent reports on 

the enormous, and growing, city 
employee retirement obligations 
threatening to consume our city’s 
general fund and possibly bank- 
rupt the city in the next five years 
if not resolved. 

Each year the San Francisco 
Superior Court accepts applica- 
tions from citizens who want to 
serve on the jury. Thirty screened 
applicants are selected, and from 
those 30, 19 are impaneled as 
that year’s civil grand jury. Jurors 
serve for a one-year term, from 
June to July. : 

The full jury discusses various 
issues of interest, selects issues 
that gain 12 of the 19 votes, 
spends a year investigating, then 
writes and releases reports. The 
panel can investigate any function 
of city government — contracts, 
corruption, spending, tax policy 
.. the mandate is very broad. And 
the jury has tremendous power, 
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‘10 Allez Road Bike’ 


Shimano 2300 24-speed STI shift levers and derailleurs for 
fast and accurate gear changes. Lightweight Specialized 
A1 premium aluminum frame and carbon front fork provide 
exceptional power transfer for faster rides. 


Reg. $670 Now only $519”! 


*Limited to stock on hand. 


We’ve got more 
bikes in stock & ready 
to ride than anyone 
else in town! 


SPECIALIZED rN Fecabezisgls 


ee a 
VALENCIA CYCLERY 


1065 & 1077 Valencia (Bet. 21st & 22nd St.) ¢ SF 
SALES 415-550-6600 ¢ REPAIRS 415-550-6601 
Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 11-5 
valenciacyclery.com 
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is that San Francisco city leaders 
(Willie Brown, Gavin Newsom) 
have refused to talk seriously 
about local revenue, wealth dispar- 
ity, fair taxation, or anything that 
might remotely relate to progres- 
sive tax increases. Mayor Ed Lee 
isn't doing much better. And the 
only tax talk I’m hearing from the 
Board of Supervisors these days 

is the debate over whether to give 
Twitter a tax break. 

And if we all just say, never 
mind — the voters won't go for 
new taxes, the polls aren't good, 
nobody wants to go there — then 
nothing is ever going to change. 

The pension-reform discus- 
sion is an excellent forum for a 
new approach to taxes and city 
finance. Key players are at the 
table. Hellman, who commands 
respect from all sides, agrees with 
me on the crux of the problem. So 
let’s use this to change the tone of 
the debate. Let’s get taxes off the 
third rail. If we can’t do it in San 
Francisco, then where is it ever 
going to happen? sras 


PG&E 


CONT)» 


manager who thought it would be 
smart to spy on the online discus- 
sions of smart-meter opponents.” 
Ideally, the CPUC and the 
federal regulators ought to levy 
the heaviest possible fines on the 
company and mandate far stricter 
maintenance oversight. At the very 
least, the commission needs to make 
it clear that no ratepayer money will 
go for San Bruno-related expenses. 
The pressure should be on at 
eyery level of government. The San 
Francisco supervisors should pass a 
resolution calling on the CPUC to 
reject any rate hike that would force 
PG&E customers to pay for the 
accident. State Sen. Leland Yee (D- 
SF) has already issued a statement 
denouncing any rate hike. But the 
Legislature ought to go further and 
pass a bill that would state that no 
utility can charge its ratepayers for 
costs related to an accident that was 
clearly the utility’s fault. 
Otherwise, the utility that 
killed eight people and destroyed 
an entire neighborhood will emerge 
unaccountable and unscathed. 
P.S. Go to TURN. org to sign 
the Utility Reform Network’s anti 
rate hike petition. src 
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including the ability to subpoena 
records and force city officials to 
testify. No pertinent information 
may be withheld once the judge 
approves the request. 

But the dilemma confounding 
the court is the lack of qualified 
applicants. In 2009, the number 
of applicants was so low we were 
nearly unable to impanel a jury at 
all. What a disgrace, in activist 
San Francisco. 

I find it so disheartening that 
in a city renowned for commu- 
nity interest and participation in 
almost every aspect of government 
activity, we have such a small 
number of citizens willing to 
make the time to serve. 


In 2009, the number of 
applicants for the civil 
grand jury was so low 
we were nearly unable 
to impanel a jury at all. 


So I appeal to Guardian read- 
ers to direct your interest in the 
workings of our city government, 
to consider putting your knowl- 
edge and commitment to better 
city governance by serving on the 
San Francisco civil grand jury. 

Your contribution of time and 


energy as a juror will be well spent 


and personally rewarding. 

To learn more about the civil 
grand jury, how you can do your 
civic duty and apply, go to www. 
sfgov.org, click on agencies, 
scroll down to civil grand jury. 
Applications are due by April 15 
for the 2011-12 jury. SFBG 


Ken Maley was a member of the 
2008-09 civil grand jury and 
is media committee chair of the 
San Francisco Civil Grand Jury 
Association. 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN NEWS 


Meet the new boss 


Ed Lee has been mayor for six weeks. Does his administration 
represent a change — or more of the same? 


By Sarah Phelan 
and Rebecca Bowe 
news@sfbg.com 


The Guardian hasn’t been invited 
into City Hall’s Room 200 for a 
long time. Former Mayor Gavin 
Newsom, who frequently criticized 
this newspaper in his public state- 
ments, had a tendency to freeze out 
his critics, adopting a supercilious 
and vinegary attitude toward any 
members of the press who ques- 
tioned his policy decisions. So it 
was almost surreal when a smiling 
Mayor Ed Lee cordially welcomed 
two Guardian reporters into his 
stately office Feb. 15. 

Lee says he plans to open 
his office to a broader cross-sec- 
tion of the community, a move 
he described as a way of includ- 
ing those who previously felt left 
out. Other changes have come, 
too. He’s replaced Newsom’s press 
secretary, Tony Winnicker, with 
Christine Falvey, former communi- 
cations director at the Department 
of Public Works (DPW). He’s 
filled the Mayor’s Office with 
greenery, including giant tropical 
plants that exude a calming green 
aura, in stark contrast to Newsom 
— whose own Room 200 was ster- 
ile and self-aggrandizing, including 
a portrait of Robert Kennedy, in 
whose footsteps Newsom repeat- 
edly claimed to walk. 

When it comes to policy issues, 


LS 


Highest International Standards 


however, some expect to see little 
more than business-as-usual in the 
Mayor’s Office. Democratic Party 
chair Aaron Peskin, a progressive 
stalwart, said he sees no substantive 
changes between the new mayor 
and his predecessor. “It seems to 
me that the new administration 
is carrying forward the policies 
of the former administration,” 
Peskin said. “I see no demonstrable 
change. And that makes sense. 
Lee was Willie Brown and former 
Mayor Gavin Newsom’s hand- 
picked successor. So he’s dancing 
with the guys that brought him in.” 
Sup. David Campos, viewed as 
part of the city’s progressive camp 
along with Peskin, took a more 
diplomatic tack. “So far I’ve been 
very pleased with what I’ve seen,” 
Campos noted. “I really appreciate 
that he’s reached out to the com- 


_munity-based organizations and 


come out to my district and done 
merchant walks. I think we have to 
wait to see what he does on specific 
policy issues.” 

But while Lee has already gar- 
nered a reputation for being stylis- 
tically worlds apart from Newsom, 
he still hews close to his predeces- 
sor’s policies in some key areas. In 
our interview, Lee expressed an 
unwillingness to consider tax-rev- 
enue measures for now, but said he 
was willing to take condo conver- 
sions into consideration as a way to 
bring in cash. He was unenthusias- 
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tic about community choice aggre- 
gation and dismissive of replacing 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. with 
a public-power system. He hasn't 
committed to overturning the 
pending eviction of the Haight 
Ashbury Neighborhood Council’s 
recycling center, and he continued 
to argue for expanding Recology’s 
monopoly on the city’s $206 mil- 
lion annual trash stream, despite 
a recent Budget and Legislative 
Analyst’ report that recommended 
putting the issue to the voters. 
Public Defender Jeff Adachi, 
who met Lee in 1980 through the 
Asian Law Caucus, said Lee would 
be facing steep challenges. “It’s a 
fascinating political karmic out- 
come that he is now our appointed 
mayor. He didn’t seek it out, as 
he says, but the opportunity he 
has now is to focus his efforts on 
fixing some of the problems that 
have gone unaddressed for decades, 
pension reform being one of them. 
I think he realizes he has a limited 
time to achieve things of value. 
The question I and others have is, 
can he do it?” 


THE RELUCTANT MAYOR 
Lee identified as a non-politician, 
patently rejecting the notion that 
he would enter the race for mayor. 
In meetings with members of the 
Board of Supervisors at the end of 


2010, he said he didn’t want the job. 


Yet while vacationing in Hong 


Mayor Lee: The style is different but the substance is debatable. 
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Kong, Lee became the subject of a 
full-court press. “When the lobbying 
and phone calls started ... clearly they 
meant a lot to me,” Lee told us, add- 
ing that the choice “was very heavy 
on my mind.” He finally relented, 
accepting the city’s top post. 

Although rumors had been 
circulating that Lee might seek a 
full term, he told the Guardian he’s 
serious about serving as a caretaker 
mayor. “If I’m going to thrust all 
my energy into this, I don’t need to 
have to deal with ... a campaign to 
run for mayor.” 

Adachi offered an interest- 
ing take on Lee as caretaker: 
“Somewhere along the way, [Lee] 
became known as the go-to guy in 
government who could take care of 
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problems,” Adachi said, “like the 
Wolf in Pulp Fiction.” 

Sounding rather unlike Harvey 
Keitel’s tough-talking character, Lee 
noted, “One of my goals is to rebuild 
the trust between the Mayor's 
Office and the Board of Supervisors. 
I think I can do that by being con- 
sistent with the promises I make.” 

Lee’s vows to keep his prom- 
ises, mend rifts with the board, and 
stay focused on the job could be 
interpreted as statements intended 
to set him apart from Newsom, 
who was frequently criticized for 
being disengaged during his runs 
for higher office, provoking skir- 
mishes with the board, and going 
back on his word. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 10 ») 
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When it comes to policy issues some expect to see little more 


than business-as-usual in the Mayor’s Office. 


ALERTS 
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alert@sfbg.com 


THURSDAY, FEB. 24 


Benefit for Bradley Manning 
Raise funds to support U.S. Army 
soldier and accused WikiLeaks 
whistleblower Bradley Manning at 
this events, which features discus- 
sions, updates, and special guests, 
including Daniel Ellsberg and former 
Sen. Mike Gravel of Alaska. 

7-9 p.m., $5-$10 donation 
Berkeley Fellowship of Unitarian 
Universalists 

1924 Cedar, Berk. 
www.couragetoresist.org 


Eyewitness to Egyptian revolt 
Ahmed Shawki, editor of the 
International Socialist Review and 
a Cairo native, shares his eyewit- 
ness account of the revolution that 
toppled Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. 

7:30-9 p.m., free 

The Women’s Building Auditorium 
3543 18th St., SF 

Facebook: Eye-Witness to the 
Egyptian Revolution in SF 


FRIDAY, FEB. 25 


Progressive senator in town 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Saunders, an 
independent and arguably the most 
progressive U.S. senator, will give 
an overview of his work; from his 
historic filibuster against the con- 
tinuation of George H. Bush-era tax 
cuts for the rich to his fight against 
big money interests in Washington. 
7-9:30 p.m., $15 

First Unitarian Universalist Church 
1187 Franklin., SF 

www. brownpapertickets.com/ 
event/156941 


SATURDAY, FEB. 26 


Iraqi solidarity 

Stand in peaceful solidarity with 
the people of Iraq, including the 
many who are protesting the Maliki 
tegime, and call for an end the U.S. 
occupation and demand that our 
troops come home. 

2:30-3:30 p.m., free 

Ferry Building 

Embarcadero and Market, SF 
www.codepinkalert.com 
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Coffee Party meeting 

The progressive answer to the 
widely publicized Tea Party, this 
nonpartisan grassroots movement 
calls for more accountability from 
our corporate-sponsored, con- 
flict-based political system. This 
meeting will focus on organizing 
outreach strategies and the pro- 
posed landfill in the San Francisco 
Bay. But anything goes, so come 
and exchange ideas over coffee 
and help take back the democratic 
process. 

11 a.m.—12:30 p.m., free with drink 
purchase 

Cafe La Tartine 

830 Middlefield, Redwood City 
www.coffeepartyusa.com 


Panel discussion.on censorship 
This public forum titled “Censorship 
in the Arts: A Trend or Just a 
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Passing Fad” is about exploring 
the current rise in censorship and 
the renewed threats to defund 
the National Endowment for the 
Arts, the National Endowment of 
the Humanities, and the Public 
Broadcasting Service. Join the 
panelists and learn about the recent 
efforts toward censorship in the 
arts. 

2:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m., free 
Performance Art Institute 

575 Sutter, SF 
www.theperformanceartinstitute. 
org 


SUNDAY, FEB. 27 


Who inspires you? 

Attend the fourth round of the Bay 
Area Inside the Activists’ Studio, 
where you will surely be inspired 
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320 West Portal Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94127 
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by the many change-makers and 
leaders of local Jewish social orga- 
nizations on the panel. Celebrate 
the many ways change that can be 
brought about through skill-build- 
ing workshops, panel discussions, 
and more. A catered lunch will be 
provided. 

10:30 a.m.—4:30 p.m., 

$8-$18 sliding scale 
Contemporary Jewish Museum 
736 Mission, SF 
Www.pursueaction.org SFBG 


Mail items for Alerts to the 
Guardian Building, 135 Mississippi 
St., SF, CA 94107; fax to (415) 437- 
3658; or e-mail alert@sfbg.com. 
Please include a contact telephone 
number. Items must be received at 


least one week prior to the publica- 


tion date. 
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POLITICS 
Planned Parenthood needs your help, 
plus transparency demanded from 
the D.A.’s office in police shooting, 
and more 


NOISE 
It’s Noise Pop time! We can be your 
source for the hot shows and sweati- 
er dance floors. Also, check out inter- 
views with the artists and more 


PIXEL VISION 
Stunning photos from the Black 
Choreographers’ Showcase, Chinese 
New Year parade heroes, and the 
intricacies of nerdcore culture 


SEX SF 
Playa people get sexy in this week’s 
hottest sensual happenings round- 
up. Plus, play parties, BDSM, art- 
porn, oh my! 
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Mayoral candidates (clockwise from top left) Michela Alioto-Pier, Dennis Herr 


NEWS 


Joanna Rees, and David Chiu (who is considering it but has yet to declare). 


Who’s next? 


How the next mayor’s race is shaping up 


By Steven T. Jones 

and Tim Redmond 
steve@sfbg.com and 
tredmond@sfbg.com 


The seven serious candidates who 
have announced plans to run for 
mayor extends from moderate to 
conservative at this point, but it’s 
an unusual field for San Francisco: 
there is no clear progressive stan- 
dard-bearer, and no clear down- 
town candidate. 

But it probably won't stay that 
way. Sources say others are likely 
to join the lackluster race in the 
coming months, and there's a 
strong likelihood that some pro- 
gressive candidate will decide to 
the take plunge. 

Also unlike the last few mayor’s 
races, there appears to be no clear 
frontrunner — either in fundrais- 
ing or in having a clear constitu- 
ency base — a new dynamic that 
creates an unpredictability that will 
be exacerbated because this is the 
first contested mayor's race using 
the ranked-choice voting system 
and public financing of candidates. 

There was a weak field of chal- 
lengers to Gavin Newsom in 2007 
and no one qualified for public 
financing or presented a strong 
threat. But this time City Attorney 
Dennis Herrera and former Sup. 
Bevan Dufty already have indicated 
they will take public financing, and 
others are expected to follow suit. 

In addition to Herrera and 


Dufty, the field includes Sen. 
Leland Yee, Assessor-Recorder 
Phil Ting, venture capitalist Joanna 
Rees, and former Sups. Tony Hall 
and Michela Alioto-Pier. Those 
close to Board President David 
Chiu also say he is “seriously con- 
sidering” jumping into the race and 
talking to friends and supporters 
about that possibility now. 

But so far none come from the 
progressive political community 
that has controlled the Board of 
Supervisors for the past decade. 
Although Chiu is the only candi- 
date in the field to self-identify as a 
progressive, he has adopted a more 
moderate governing style that has 
frustrated many progressive activ- 
ists and supervisors. So that leaves 
voters on the left without a candi- 
date right now. 

“Tf a credible progressive candi- 
date doesn’t get into the race, then 
we'll see the top-tier candidates — 
which so far Leland Yee and Dennis 
Herrera — try to make friends with 
progressive San Francisco. And it 
would appear they have a lot of work 
to do,” Aaron Peskin, the former 
board president who chairs the San 
Francisco Democratic Party, told us. 

Both Yee and Herrera have 
taken some progressive positions, 
and Yee has consistently endorsed 
more progressive candidates than 
anyone else in the mayoral field, 
but they have also taken many 
positions that have alienated them 
from progressives. And both have 


been taking in lots of campaign 
cash from interests hostile to the 
progressive base of renters, environ- 
mentalists, and advocates for social 
and economic justice. 

“Nobody who has put their hats 
in the ring is really exciting anyone, 
so there is plenty of room for new 
entrants,” Peskin said, noting the 
progressives are actively discussing 
who should run. Peskin wouldn't 
identify whom they're courting, but 
some of the names being dropped are 
Sups. John Avalos, Ross Mirkarimi, 
and David Campos, as well as former 
Sup. Chris Daly and Peskin. 

But Mirkarimi shifted some 
of that talk this week when he 
announced that he intends to 
run to replace the retiring Mike 
Hennessey as sheriff. 

Political consultant Jim Stearns, 
who is representing Yee, also 
expects others to get into the race. 
“T don't think the field is complete 
yet. Historically, the strong self 
identified progressive candidate 
has come in late or surged late, 
like [Tom] Ammiano and [Matt] 
Gonzalez,” Stearns said. 

Ammiano launched his write-in 
mayoral bid in September 1999 and 
Gonzalez jumped into the race just 
before the filing deadline in August 
2003, so there’s plenty of time for 
progressive candidates to get in. “It’s 
never too late in San Francisco,” 
Stearns said. And unlike those two 
races when the upstarts were seri- 
ously outspent by the well-heeled 
frontrunners, Stearns said this year’s 
field will likely be on a fairly even 
financial footing. 

“It’s likely every candidate will 
have $1.5 million to $2 million to 
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era, Bevan Dufty, Tony Hall, Leland Yee, Phil Ting, 


spend,” he said. That means the 
keys to the race are likely to be 
name ID with voters and “which 
campaign can do the most with the 
least dollars,” Stearns said. 

Already, some of the candidates 
who will be running to the center 
are looking for progressive support. 
Yee, for example, has given substan- 
tial amounts of money to progres- 
sive groups and candidates and has 
endorsed progressives for office. 

Yee told us he’s positioning 
himself as “the candidate of the 
regular folks of San Francisco — 
the people who are trying to raise 
their families and live in this city.” 
He added: “To the extent that the 
progressive agenda fits that, we'll 
be part of it.” 

But he already has the endorse- 
ment of the Building Trades 
Council, which has often been at 
war with progressives, particularly 
over development issues. 

Yee said he hasn't yet weighed in 
on the local budget, but he agreed 
that new revenue “shouldn't be off 
the table.” He said he thinks the 
current pension reform discussions 
at City Hall, involving Mayor Ed 
Lee, Sup. Sean Elsbernd, financier 
Warren Hellman, and union repre- 
sentatives are “the right way to go.” 

Herrera said he’s going to run 
on his record — which includes a 
long list of progressive legal actions 
(along with his gang injunctions, 
which a lot of progressives ques- 
tion). He also told us that he’s 
involved in the pension reform dis- 
cussions but thinks that new rev- 
enue absolutely ought to be a part 
of the budget debate. srec 


Race cont, 


The new mayor also said he’d 
be willing to share his working cal- 
endar with the public, something 
Newsom resisted for years. Kimo 
Crossman, a sunshine advocate 
who was part of a group that began 
submitting requests for Newsom’s 
calendar in 2006, greeted this news 
with a wait-and-see attitude. “I’ve 
already put in a request,” Crossman 
said. “Politicians are always in sup- 
port of sunshine — until they have 
to comply with it.” 


THE ELEPHANT 

IN THE ROOM 

Pointing to the tropical elephant- 
ear plants adorning his office, Lee 
noted that elephants are considered 
lucky in Chinese culture. With 

the monstrous issues of pension 
reform and a gaping budget deficit 
hitting his mayoral term like twin 
tornadoes, it might not hurt to have 
some extra luck. 

Pension reform is emerging 
as the issue du jour in City Hall. 
A round of talks on how to turn 
the tide on rising pension costs 
has brought labor representatives, 
Sup. Sean Elsbernd, billionaire 
Warren Hellman, City Attorney 
Dennis Herrera, labor leaders, 
and others to the table as part of a 
working group. ¢ 

Gabriel Haaland, who works 
for SEIU Local 1021, sounded 
a positive note on Lee. “He’s an 
extraordinarily knowledgeable guy 
about government. He seems to 
have a very collaborative working 
style and approach to problem- 
solving, and he is respectful of 
differing opinions,” Haaland said. 
“Where is it going to take us? I 
don’t know yet.” 

Lee emphasized his desire to 
bring many stakeholders together 
to facilitate agreement. “We're 
talking about everything from lim- 
iting pensionable salaries, to fixing 
loopholes, to dealing with what 
kinds of plans we can afford in the 
health care arena,” he noted. Lee 
said the group had hashed out 15 
proposals so far, which will be vet- 
ted by the Controller’s Office. 

A central focus, Lee said, has 
been “whether we've come to a time 
to recognize that we have to cap 
pensions.” That could mean cap- 
ping a pension itself, he said, or 
limiting how much of an employ- 
ee’s salary can be counted toward 
his or her pension. 

Since Lee plans to resume his 
post as city administrator once his 


mayoral term has ended, he added 
a personal note: “I want to go back 
to my old job, do that for five years, 
and have a pension that is respect- 
able,” he said. “At the same time, I 
feel others who've worked with me 
deserve a pension. | don’t want it 
threatened by the instability we're 
headed toward and the insolvency 
we're headed toward.” 


BRACING FOR THE BUDGET 
If pension reform is shaping up 
to be the No. 1 challenge of Lee’s 
administration, tackling the city 
budget is a close second. When 
Newsom left office, he passed 
Lee a budget memo contain- 
ing instructions for a 2.5 percent 
reduction in most city depart- 
ments, part of an overarching 
plan to shave 10 percent from all 
departments plus another 10 per- 
cent in contingency cuts, making 
for a bruising 20 percent. 

Lee said his budget strategy 
is to try to avert what Sup. David 
Chiu once characterized as “the 
typical Kabuki-style budget pro- 
cess” that has pitted progressives 
against the mayor in years past. 
That means sitting down with 
stakeholders early. 

“I have opened the door of this 
office to a number of community 
groups that had expressed a lot of 
historical frustration in not being 
able to express to the mayor what 
they feel the priorities of their com- 
munities are,” Lee said. “I’ve done 
that in conjunction with members 
of the Board of Supervisors, who 
also felt that they weren't involved 
from the beginning.” 

Affordable-housing advocate 
Calvin Welch said Lee’s style is 
a dramatic change. “I think he’s 
probably equaled the total number 
of people he’s met in six weeks 
with the number that Newsom 
met in his seven years as mayor,” 
Welch said. 

Sup. Carmen Chu, recently 
installed as chair of the Budget & 
Finance Committee, predicted that 
the budget will still be hard to bal- 
ance. “We are still grappling with a 
$380 million deficit,” Chu told us, 
noting that there are some positive 
economic signs ahead, but no rea- 
son to expect a dramatic improve- 
ment. “We're been told that there 
is $14 million in better news. But 
we still have the state budget to 
contend with, and who knows what 
that will look like.” 

Sup. John Avalos, the former 
chair of the Board’s powerful 
Budget Committee, said he thinks 


the rubber hasn't hit the road yet 
on painful budget decisions that 
seem inevitable this year — and 
the outcome, he said, could spell a 
crashing halt to Ed Lee’s current 
honeymoon as mayor. 

“We are facing incredible chal- 
lenges,” Avalos said, noting that 
he heard that labor does not intend 
to open up its contracts, which 
were approved in 2010 for a two- 
year period. And federal stimulus 
money has run out. 


DID SOMEONE SAY 

“CONDO CONVERSIONS"? 
Asked whether he supported new 
revenue measures as a way to fill 
the budget gap, Lee initially gave 
an answer that seemed to echo 
Newsom’s inflexible no-new-taxes 
stance. “I’m not ready to look at 
taxes yet,” he said. 

He also invoked an idea that 
Newsom proposed during the last 
budget cycle, which progressives 
bitterly opposed. In a conversation 
with community-based organiza- 
tions about “unpopular revenue- 
generating ideas,” Lee cautioned 
attendees that “within the category 
of unpopular revenue-generating 
ideas are also some that would be 
very unpopular to you as well.” 

Asked to explain, Lee 
answered: “Could be condo con- 
version. Could be taxes. I’m not 
isolating any one of them, but they 
are in the category of very unpopu- 
lar revenue-generating ideas, and 
they have to be carefully thought 
out before we determine that they 
would be that seriously weighed.” 

Ted Gullicksen, who runs the 
San Francisco Tenants Union, said 
tenant advocates have scheduled 
a meeting with Lee to talk about 


condo conversions. Thanks to Prop. 


26’s passage in November 2010, he 
said, any such proposal would have 
to be approved by two-thirds of 
the board or the voters. “It’s pretty 
clear that any such measure would 
not move forward without support 
from all sides,” Gullicksen said. “If 
anyone opposes it, it’s going to go 
nowhere.” 

Gullicksen said he’d heard that 
Lee is willing to look at the pos- 
sibility of significant concessions to 
renter groups in an effort to broker 
a condo conversion deal, such as a 
moratorium on future condo con- 
versions. “If, for example, 1,000 
TICs [tenants-in-common] became 
condos under the proposal, then 
we'd need a moratorium for five 
years to minimize and mitigate the 
damages,” Gullicksen explained. 


More important, some struc- 
tural reform of TIC conversions 
may be on the table, Gullicksen 
said. “And that would be more 
important than keeping existing 
TICs from becoming condos.” 

Gullicksen acknowledged that 
Lee has the decency to talk to all 
the stakeholders. “Newsom never 
attempted to talk to tenants advo- 
cates,” he said. 


GREEN, WITHIN LIMITS 

Lee’s two children are in their early 
20s, and the mayor said he takes 
seriously the goal of being proactive 
on environmental issues in order to 
leave them with a more sustainable 
San Francisco. He trumpeted the 
city’s green achievements, saying, 
“We're now on the cutting edge of 
environmental goals for the city.” 

Leading bicycle activist Leah 
Shahum of the San Francisco 
Bicycle Coalition had praise for 
Lee on bike issues. “I’m really 
encouraged by his very public sup- 
port of the new green separate 
bikeways on Market Street and 
his interest and commitment to 
creating more,” she said. “I believe 
Mayor Lee sees the value of con- 
necting city with cross town bicycle 
lanes, which serve a wide range of 
folks, including business people 
and families.” 

Yet some proponents of green 
causes are feeling uncertain about 
whether their projects will advance 
under Lee’s watch. 

On the issue of community 
choice aggregation (CCA), the 
ambitious green-energy program 
that would transfer Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co. customers to a city-run 
program with a cleaner energy mix, 
Lee — who helped determine rates 
as city administrator — seemed 
lukewarm. “I know Mr. [Ed] 
Harrington and his staff just want 
to make sure it’s done right,” he 
said, referring to the general man- 
ager of the city’s Public Utilities 
Commission, whose tepid attitude 
toward the program has frequently 
driven him to lock horns with the 
city’s chief CCA proponent, Sup. 
Ross Mirkarimi. 

Lee noted that CCA program 
goals were recently scaled back. 
He also said pretty directly that he 
opposes public power: “We're not 
in any day getting rid of PG&E at 
all. I don’t think that is the right 
approach.” 

The controversial issue of the 
Haight Ashbury Neighborhood 
Council Recycling Center’s pend- 


ing eviction from Golden Gate 
Park still hangs in the balance. The 
Recreation and Park Commission, 
at Newsom’s behest, approved the 
eviction despite overwhelming 
community opposition. 

Lee said he hadn't looked at 
the issue closely. “I do know that 
there’s a lot of strong debate around 
the viability, what that operation 
attracts and doesn’t attract,” he 
said. “I had the owner of HANC 
here along with a good. friend, 
Calvin Welch, who made a plea 
that I think about it a bit. I agreed 
that I would sit down and talk 
with what I believe to be the two 
experts involved in that decision: 
Melanie Nutter at the Department 
of the Environment and then Phil 
Ginsburg at the Rec and Park.” 
Nutter and Ginsburg supported 
HANC'’s eviction. 

Welch, who is on the board of 
HANC, noted that Lee could be 
swayed by his staff. “The bunch 
around Newsom had old and bad 
habits, and old and bad policies. In 
dealing with mayors over the years, 
I know how dependent they are on 
their staff. They're in a bubble, and 
the only way out is through a good 
staff. Otherwise, Lee will come to 
the same conclusions as Newsom.” 

HANC’s Jim Rhoads told the 
Guardian he isn’t feeling reassured. 
“He said he would keep asking 
people about it. Unfortunately, if 
he asked his own staff, it would be 
a problem because they're leftovers 
from Newsom.” 

Speaking of leftovers, Lee also 
weighed in on the debate about 
the city’s waste-management con- 
tract — and threw his support 
behind the existing private garbage 
monopoly. Campos is challenging 
a perpetual waste-hauling contract 
that Recology has had with the 
city since 1932, calling instead 
for a competitive-bidding process. 
When the Department of the 
Environment recommended award- 
ing the city’s landfill disposal con- 
tract to Recology last year, it effec- 
tively endorsed a monopoly for the 
company over managing the city’s 
entire waste stream, at an estimated 
value of $206 million per year. 

The final decision to award 
the contract was delayed for two 
months at a February Budget 
& Finance Committee hearing. 
Campos is contemplating putting 
the issue to the voters this fall, 
provided he can find six votes on 
the Board. 

“T know that Sup. Campos 


had given his policy argument for 
why he wants that revisited,” Lee 
said. “I have let him know that the 
Recology company in its various 
forms has been our very depend- 
able garbage-hauling company 

for many, many decades. ... I feel 
that the company has justified its 
privilege to be the permit holder in 
San Francisco because of the things 
that it has been willing to do with 
us. Whether or not we want to use 
our time today to revisit the 1932 
ordinance, for me that wouldn’t be 
a high priority.” 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

In the last week of 2010, Avalos 
pushed through groundbreak- 
ing local-hire legislation, without 
the support of then Mayor Gavin 
Newsom or his chief of staff, 
Steve Kawa, who wanted Avalos 
to back off and let Newsom take- 
over the task. 

With Lee now in Room 200, 
things appear to be moving forward 
on local hire, in face of mislead- 
ing attacks from Assemblymember 
Jerry Hill (D-San Mateo), who 
wants to make sure no state money 
is used on local-hire projects, 
presumably because the building 
trades are upset by it. And Kawa, 
whom Lee has retained as chief of 
staff, doesn’t really support the leg- 
islation. Indeed, Kawa’s presence in 
the Mayor’s Office has his detrac- 
tors believing that the new boss in 
Room 200 is really the same as the 
old boss. 

“T feel like things are mov- 
ing forward in the right direction 
around local hire, though a little 
more quietly than I'd like,” Avalos 
told the Guardian. Avalos noted 
that he is going to hold a hear- 
ing in March on implementing 
the legislation that should kick in 
March 25. 

Welch said he believes that if 
Lee starts replacing staff wholesale, 
it could indicate two things: he’s 
a savvy guy who understands the 
difficulties of relying on Newsom’s 
chief of staff Steve Kawa for a bud- 
get, and he’s not ruling out a run 
for mayor. 

“If I was in his position, the 
first thing out of my mouth would 
be, ‘T’m not running.’ I think he’s 
very focused in the budget. And it’s 
going to make or break him. But 
if he starts overriding Kawa and 
picks staff who represent him ... 
well, then I'd revisit the question of 
whether he’s contemplating a run 
for mayor, say, around June.” srec 
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Mirkarimi runs for sheriff 


High-profile race could determine whether Hennessey’s 
progressive policies continue 


By Tim Redmond 
tredmond@sfbg.com 


Sup. Ross Mirkarimi filed preliminary papers 
to run for sheriff Feb. 22, altering the shape 
of the mayor’s race and giving progressives 
another shot at electing a candidate to city- 
wide office. 

His move also guarantees that law enforce- 
ment will be part of the discussion on the left 
this fall and it opens the door for a progressive 
sheriff to succeed retiring Mike Hennessey and 
continue the sorts of policies that have made 
him a national example of alternative ways to 
approach crime and punishment. 

Mikarimi, a graduate of the San Francisco 
Police Academy and a former District 
Attorney's Office investigator, has law enforce- 
ment experience and has made violent crime a 
key issue as a district supervisor. But he’s not 
part of the city’s public safety establishment. 

“One of the greatest successes of Mike 
Hennessey was that he was an independent 
sheriff,” Mirkarimi told us. “That allowed him 
to take a progressive approach to his job.” 
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These sessions take place at CIIS Main 


“if 


Explore the programs CIIS has to offer. Faculty will offer insight into the 
programs’ mission and purpose, and cover relevant topics in their fields. 
Questions about admissions, curriculum, placement, financial aid, 


J California Institute 
© of Integral Studies 


You are invited to join the faculty, staff, and students of CIIS at our 


Program Information Sessions 


Mirkarimi had been talking about the job 
of sheriff for some time now, but he had been 
waiting to hear whether Hennessey would seek 
another term after 31 years on the job. When 
the sheriff announced last week that he was 
planning to retire, Mirkarimi moved quickly, 
contacting potential supporters and setting up 
a campaign plan. 

The supervisor becomes the immedi- 
ate front-runner in a race where there’s no 
other high-profile candidate. But that doesn’t 
mean he’s going to walk into the job — the 
last thing downtown wants is a progressive 
of Mirkarimi’s stature holding a high-profile 
citywide office that could be a springboard to a 
future run for mayor. 

“This is going to be a top-of-the-ticket 
race,” Mirkarimi said. “We don’t want it to be 
a setback by losing the Hennessey legacy.” 

Mirkarimi pushed hard for community 
policing as a supervisor, demanding more foot 
patrols in areas like the Western Addition, 
where the homicide rate was high. As sher- 
iff, he told us, he would work to expand on 
Hennessey’s efforts at curbing recidivism. 


4 


and scholarships will also be addressed. 


SOMATIC PSYCHOLOGY 
Wednesday, February 23 
6:15PM-7:45PM 

Room 207 


COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH 
Friday, February 25 
6:00PM-7:30PM 

Room 311 


10:00AM-11:30AM 
Room 307 


For more information, including transportation and parking options, 
visit our website at www.ciis.edu or call 415.575.6154. 


Building, 1453 Mission St., San Francisco 


BACHELOR OF ARTS COMPLETION 
Saturday, February 26 


“Eventually, almost everyone who's incar- 
cerated comes back to the community,” he 
said. “Our recidivism rate for the county jails 
is above 60 percent, and we have to work on 
reentry programs to lower that. It’s really about 
keeping communities safe.” 

If a strong progressive gets into the mayor's 
race — and somebody whom the left can sup- 
port runs for district attorney — there's the 
prospect of a slate of candidates who can work 
together, share resources, and mount a con- 
certed campaign. 

It’s likely Mirkarimi will get the support of 
at least five or six supervisors and other high- 
profile political figures. Hennessey hasn't said 
anything about his successor, but if he sup- 
ports Mirkarimi — which is entirely possible 
— the supervisor will be in strong position for 
November. 

But the likelihood of at least one down- 
town-backed candidate, and possibly several 
law-enforcement types, in the race will make 
it challenging. With ranked-choice voting, 
Mirkarimi will not only have to win most of 
the first-place votes, but reach out beyond the 
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Ross Mirkarimi: “We don’t want to lose 
the Hennessey legacy.” 


progressive community to get enough seconds 
and thirds to hold on to victory. 

But if he can pull it off, he’ll have done 
something no other solid progressive has 
done in years: win an open race for a citywide 
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 


CAMPAIGN 
JOBS! 


Fight for civil liberties 


Work with Grassroots 
Campaigns, Inc. on behalf of the 
American Civil Liberties Union 


¢ Stop discrimination based 
on sexual orientation. 


¢ Protect women’s 
reproductive freedoms. 


¢ Stop religious doctrines 
in public schools. 


$1,960-$2,960 per month 
Career/Full-Time 
positions available 


Call Craig 


San Francisco: 415.447.9396 
Berkeley: 510.848.1754 
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It’s time to renew your vows to live healthier: Beat the winter blahs with a refreshing, re-alkalinizing bowl of Lydia’s raw green soup and a Bollywood whirl with Non-Stop Bhangra. 


The phoenix list 


16 Bay Area things and places to help you rise from the ashes 


By Guardian staff 
culture@sfbg.com 


RENEW So 2011 is a couple months 
in, and already your 
new year's resolu- 
tion list reads like 
so many dreams 
deferred? Chuck it 
in the flames — not 
all rebirths neatly coincide 
with the Gregorian calendar. This 
spring, rejuvenate your inner and 
outer workings with some of these 
excellent opportunities to renew 
everything from your chi, to your 
core strength, to the sweetness of 
your swagger. 


HOLISTIC HEALING 


HEAR THE CRY OF THE 
MIDNIGHT DOWN-DOG 

Tripped the light cataclysmic a time 
too many? The toxic Fernet fumes 
ooze from your pores, and you've 
left not only your debit, but your 
credit, library, and frequent bagel- 
buyer card in various watering holes 
about time? Time to purge. Take a 
night off from tippling and toddle to 
Laughing Lotus, where Friday night’s 
midnight yoga class (each week from 


Seed 


10 p.m.-midnight) soothes abused 
chakras — and livers, need be. Each 
week even features a different live 
musician: Fri/25’s class will be home 
to the didgeridoo and sound-healing 
savasana of Amber Field. 

Laughing Lotus, 3271 16th St., SF. 
(415) 355-1600, 
www.laughinglotus.com 


PARTICIPATE INA 

GROUP POKING 

What’s community acupuncture, 
you ask? Small groups of patients are 
treated in recliners in a quiet, calm 
room. During the hour-long ses- 
sions, those waiting for their pokes 
receive staggered personalized care 
(needles are inserted into one’s limbs, 
face, and head: no disrobing neces- 
sary) from a licensed acupuncturist. 
Learned how to share in kindergar- 
ten? Perfect, because the cooperative 
method means that a single session 
will only run you $25—$45, including 
the initial visit’s paperwork fee. 

Circle Community Acupuncture, 

1351 Harrison, SF. (415) 864-1070, 
www.circleca.com 


ALKALINIZE! 
Fasting, ugh. It has its place, but 
not eating anything is a bitter pill 


MA 


in the land of street tacos and gour- 
met coffee grounds. If you're asking 
our opinion, a day of cleanse is best 
accessorized with Lydia’s raw green 
soup, a tangy elixir of kale, cucum- 
ber, dulse seaweed, avocado, ginger, 
and other green delicious majicks. 
Lydia's sells neatly packaged soup 
servings, resplendent kale chips, and 
other yummy raw treats are favorites 
at the city’s crunchiest festivals, and 
you can pick them up at health food 
stores too. 

Available at various SF grocery stores, 
www.lydiaslovinfoods.com 


SWEAT IT OUT 

Hidden behind hippie-wear empo- 
rium P-Kok is a small green garden 
and a sauna where tired city souls 
retreat for the store’s patchouli-heavy 
full moon ceremonies, complete with 
vibrational sauna singing. Starting 

in March, the hidden space will 

go holistic and become Tall Tree 
Tambo Wholeness Center. Monthly 
memberships (to encourage the use 
of the space as a healthy community 


hub) will be available for $100-$125 


including coed and single-sex sauna 
access, healing events facilitated by 
other members, and the center’s four 
on-site healing arts practitioners, 


small-group classes in spiritual align- 
ment, yoga, and the ever-popular full 
moon rites. 

776 Haight, SF. (415) 430-8285, 
www.talltreetambo.org 


FITNESS FUN 


TAKE INSPIRATION FROM 

A FEMALE FIGHTER 

Forget Rocky. For true Bay Area 
boxing spirit, you couldn't do better 
than checking out the super bantam- 
weight championship boxing match 
of Ana “the Hurricane” Julaton 

vs. Franchesca “the Chosen One” 
Alcanter on Fri/25. Julaton, a Daly 
City and Bayview raised Filipina 
American, is looking to regain her 
standing in the pro world after a dis- 
appointing loss last year. Regardless 
of who walks with the belt, the ring’s 
high-powered punching — and rock 
hard musculature — is worth check- 
ing out if youre in need of some gym 
motivation. 

Fri/25 6 p.m., $35-$360. Craneway 
Pavilion, 1414 Harbour, Richmond. 
www.brownpapertickets.com 


SWEAT TO BOLLYWOOD 
BREAKS 

Of course, you could saddle up your 
most comfortable heels and get your 
werqout in the club. Should you try 
this tactic, you could hardly do bet- 
ter than the rum-tum-tum stylings 
of Non-Stop Bhangra, a night that’s 


been teaching San Franciscans 

how to circle wrists and move hips 
in pure Punjabi mode since 2004. 
Nights begin with a hour-long class 
on Bollywood-style dance, con- 
tinues with ample time to practice 
to beats by resident DJs and guest 
scratchers, and now attract a diverse 


‘following of races, ages, and ahem, 


physical aptitudes. Calorie burn 
and culture learn at the same time, 
perfect. 

Next show: March 19 9 p.m., $10-$20. 
Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, SF. (415) 861- 
2011, www.nonstopbhangra.com 


READ ABOUT OTHER, 
HEALTHIER PEOPLE 

Maria Arellano was gunning for a 
healthier lifestyle, so she decided to 
blog about it. “Accountability,” the 
chipper office manager e-mailed 

us when we asked her about Oh 
Healthy Day’s providence. “Posting 
your workouts and healthy eating 
habits with others is a great way to 
stay motivated.” Her short, addict- 
ing posts and sunny photos of her 
ongoing journey to fitness are also 
great ways to hold us accountable 
— how are you going to down that 
family-sized bag of corn chips after 
reading Arellano’s upbeat prose about 
her delicious protein and veggie din- 
ners or inspiring Crossfit workout? 
Answer; you're not. 
www.ohhealthyday.com 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 14 5» 
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ACREVROSE TATTOO JTWNO 
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Japanese-style 


Renew CONT)» 


REACH FOR THE SKY 

While the spectacularly cool House of 
Air has added a valuable component to 
San Francisco's kid’s-activity- 

starved landscape (little ones can’t help 
but explode with glee at the very sight 
of the humongous “Bounce House”), 
there’s trampin’ for adults as well. 
Specifically, the Air Conditioning 
workout is a 50-minute fly-through 
that promises to “leave your cheeks just 
as sore as your quads from smiling so 
much.” At $16 for a 50-minute session, 
it’s not a huge leap to “yes.” 

926 Mason, SF. (415) 345-9675, 
www.houseofairsf.com 


CEREBRAL SUCCOR 


BUFF YOUR BRAINPOWER 

Feel the burn all you want in your 
thighs, but no fitness program would 
be complete without a stretching your 
mind, At vibrantBrains, you'll exer- 
cise that flabby cerebellum in what 
amounts to a workout for your brain. 
Improve your memory, tackle abstrac- 
tions, and fast-track your alertness, 
literacy, and comprehension skills with 
programs like “Neurobics,” “Mind 
Evolve,” “NeoCORTA,” and “Posit 
Science Cortex with InSight.” Each 
program concentrates on a different 
area of mental agility using a combina- 
tion of cutting edge techniques and 
personal attention. Even reading about 
the various vibrantBrains offerings 
makes us feel smarter. 

3235 Sacramento, SF. (415) 775-1138, 
www.vibrantbrains.com 


IMMERSE YOURSELF 

IN EGGHEAD 

Holy smarty-pants, Batman, there’s 
a ton of intellectually stimulating 
stuff going down at the Mechanics’ 
Institute. Any given day you might 
enjoy a screwball comedy from the 
1940s, a talk by a famous fantasist- 
cartographer, a book club discussion 
centering on the Harlem Renaissance, 
a class in beginner Excel, or intensive 
chess instruction at any level. It's 
also a library! The 1854 Mechanics’ 
Institute building is a mind-blow 

in itself — but with a wide-ranging 
and welcoming program of creatively 
exhilarating (and very inexpensive) 
events, you may not even notice your 
intriguing surroundings. 

57 Post. # 415, SF. (415) 393-0110, 
www.milibrary.org 


PEACEFUL PLACES 


STROKE SOME FUR 

Next time you're about to calculate 
your checkbook in your head or cry 
because your (ex-)drummer stole 
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your boyfriend, head over to the 
Little Farm petting zoo in Berkeley's 
Tilden Regional Park. This fully- 
loaded snuggle gang of cows, goats, 
rabbits, chickens, and pigs will have 
you back to your cute self — because 
petting zoos are restorative for small, 
whiny children, but they also work 
for midsized, whiny adults. 

Little Farm petting zoo, Tilden Regional 
Park, Central Park Drive, Berk. 

(510) 525-2233, www.ebparks.org 


MEDITATE STUPA-SIDE 

If you want to change your outlook, 
pay a visit to the Peace Pagoda in 
Japan Center, an underrated San 
Francisco landmark. Designed by art- 
ist and architect Yoshiro Taniguchi, 
the pagoda and its subtly Op Art- 
tinged interpretation of a Buddhist 
stupa made their debut in the year of 
the Summer of Love. Walk around 
and even step inside Taniguchi’s 100- 
foot-high, five-tiered, many-passaged 
structure to meditate from an infinite 
variety of angles. Or better yet, play 

a quick game of hide and seek with 
someone you love. 24-7. 

1704 Post, SF. (415) 775-1817, 
www.sfjapantown.org 


LET YOUR SPIRIT WANDER 
Sometimes the best way to refresh 
yourself is to get a little lost. 

When things begin to spiral out 

of control, let the ancient spiritual 
meditative paths of the three Bay 
Area labyrinths lead you to a calmer 
place. Take a natural journey to the 
mysterious Eagle Point Labyrinth 


(Lands End, Sutro Heights Park, SF). 


Experience transcendence — and a 
spectacular quiet zone — with the 
Labyrinth at Grace Cathedral (1100 
California, SF. www.gracecathedral. 
org). Or amble with playful tots along 
the colorful circle of the Scott Street 
Labyrinth near Duboce Park (Scott 
between Duboce and Waller, SF). 


BEAUTY BOOSTS 


MULTITASK YOUR 
RETRO BEAUTY FIX 


If you want to feel new, some- 


times there’s only one thing to 

do: get a fresh hairdo at Down at 
Lulu’s. The bass is thumpin’, the 
clothes are cheap and sexy, and 
the pop culture treasures and cre- 
ative energy are abundant at this 
self-described “hair salon-vintage 
clothing-record store-junk shop” 
co-owned by Tina Lucchesi and 
Seth Bogart, where you can get hot 
highlights, cuckoo color jobs, and 
perms with panache. 

6603 Telegraph, Oakl. (510) 601-0964, 
www.downatlulus.com. 


PUT CUTE AT 

YOUR FINGERTIPS 

You'll break your lease in the land 
of not-so-fresh after an introduction 
to wonders of kawaii nail art. Let 
Trang Bui, the manager of Crystal 
Nail, facilitate your escape from the 
days of dull French manicures with 
her signature collage talons of glit- 
ter, jewels, and — so popular you 
should book and specify you want 
them well in advance — Hello Kitty 
3-D art. Don’t be shocked at the 
price tag — a full acrylic set with 
designs and tip-will run around $65. 
Worth it for such blingy digits, no? 
Next challenge: learning to type 
with horizontal fingers. 

2347 Clement, SF. (415) 752-4425 


STICK A FEATHER 

IN YOUR COIF 

Still rocking the all-natural look? 
Shame that — freshen up your do 
with some feather hair extensions, 
slim bursts of hue that'll set you 
apart from the other land-locked 
long hairs, but don’t involve the 
same commitment as a jar of Manic 
Panic (though they can last for 
months). You can get a natural or 
neon-colored bundle of up to four 
feathers for $30 or single plumes 
for $10 each at the Mission’s Pretty 
Parlor. Move fast — once these hit 
Dolores Park, the trend’s gonna 
blow up. 

Pretty Parlor, 3150 18th St., SF. 

(415) 556-2883, 
www.prettyparlorsf.com srec 


Our four-hour future 


Tim Ferriss lifehacks us all 


By Caitlin Donohue 
caitlin@sfbg.com 


RENEW What does the term “self-help 
guru” bring to your mind? 
How about “SF-based 
self-help guru”? The life 
coach of the Twitter execs 
perhaps, or HoopGirl? At 
any rate, it might not call up 
the fresh-faced man sitting next to me in a 
Glen Park wine bar. 

Tim Ferriss is describing the least 
pleasant fitness experiment he performed 
en route to writing The 4-Hour Body, the 
strength and wellness guide currently No. 1 
on The New York Times “hardcover advice 
and miscellaneous” bestseller list. The 
book’s fairly unconventional research claims 
were tested by the author on himself. 

To wit: “I was taking about the 
amount of resveratrol that you would get 
from drinking 100 cases of wine a day. 

I wanted to look at its effects on endur- 
ance.” According to Ferriss, the pill form 
he was consuming to test the stuff was 

cut with loperamine, the active ingredi- 
ent in Imodium, so he wound up using 
most of whatever endurance he gained 
toward marathon sessions in the bathroom. 
“That was an extremely unpleasant experi- 
ence. However, now it’s available in pure, 
micronized form.” Hope springs eternal. 

Ferriss’ bio is a bit dizzying and it’s 
challenging to choose which exploits to 
focus on in the interview. Ferriss holds the 
world records for most clinical injections 
in a day and most consecutive tango spins 
in a minute. He advocates for a polyphasic 
sleep cycle of six, 20-minute sleep intervals 
a day and has gone on grass-fed beef diets 
in Nicaragua that granted him a “10-foot 
radius field of hormonal impact” and left 
the women of San Francisco “intoxicated 
on pheromones.” Another thing I learned at 
the wine bar: he helped found Princeton's 
first break-dancing club. 

Of course, if Ferriss wasn’t constantly 
looking for new ways to torture (test!) his 
body and lifestyle, The 4-Hour Body, and 
its predecessor The 4-Hour Workweek — in 
which he promises business career miracles 
similar to Body’s lure of lifting 500 pounds 
and running 100 miles — would have never 
sold the umpteen copies they have. He 
certainly would never have inspired a small 
universe of wannabe fitness videos and a 
massive fanbase that typically boosts the 
comment counts on his www.thefourhour- 
boy.com blog posts into the thousands. 

This is how he explains his success: “I’m 
not the Unabomber.” He’s certainly not 
given to the cryptic. He’s easy to relate to. 


I’m hot a fitness buff or capitalist whiz kid 
by any stretch of the imagination, but he 
and I are having an imminently engaging 
chat over our glasses of red. For someone 
who challenges life from every angle, he 
plays the normal card well. 

He could easily be your attractive, 
successful, buddy-old-pal — although I 
am going to break with Dwight Garner, 
who wrote The New York Times review 
of Ferriss’ newest book, and say that Cary 
Elwes would play him in the bio-pic, not 
Matthew McConaughy. (Perhaps this is 
because by the time of our interview, Ferriss 
had slimmed down in his pursuit of an 
ultramarathon title. Ahem.) He’s charming, 
polite, and if you squint real hard, you can 
imagine that he leads the life he does by 
some stroke of odd luck. 

Self-help gurus who don’t cultivate an 
easy-to-relate-to image won't get far. Yet 
Ferriss is willing to bet can transcend mere 
humanity, given the right combination of 
organization, will power, and pharmaceu- 
ticals. 

Here’s how it all happened. When he 
was 23, Ferriss started a nutritional supple- 
ment company. It did well. Soon enough, 
his old Princeton professor Ed Zschau was 
inviting him to give regular lectures at the 
alma mater on building a profitable busi- 
ness without outside investment. But after a 
few lectures, Ferriss started becoming more 
interested in “lifestyle design,” which were 
influenced by his world travels and tech- 
nological research. As a result, his lectures 
were veering off into areas his business stu- 
dent audiences found too woo-woo for their 
tastes. On one of his feedback surveys after 
such a talk, Ferriss says he received the fol- 
lowing mocking comment: “Why don’t you 
just write a book?” 

“Tt was the perfect comment to fuel 
my chronic insomnia,” he remembers. And 
when something keeps.this man up at 
night, that something can check its watch 
— its days are numbered. Soon Ferriss 
signed a publishing deal (original working 
title: Drug Dealing for Fun and Profit) in 
a shack int Belize. The book, which ended 
up The 4-Hour Workweek, sold out its first 
run and has been on the bestseller list for 
four years. He says he never anticipated its 
success, but does acknowledge that he has a 
knack for “spotting unmet needs in a par- 
ticular demographic,” this one being tech- 
savvy men in the 20-35 age group who he 
says constitute his core audience. 

Ferriss’ success depends on a concept 
called lifehacking, a term that at one point 
referred to the efficiency tricks used by 
computer programmers to cut through 
swaths of useless information and is now 


If he can do it, you can do it too? Bestselling author Tim Ferriss is willing to try 
anything to help improve your life. | pHoto courTEsy OF TIM FERRIS 


_ used in reference to anything that attempts 


to simplify life by messing with it. His the- 
sis is that most of the time we are working 
way too hard at things that offer too little 
return. He recommends finding the exact 
weights and reps that will turn your work- 
out into a muscle popping strength fest (he 
can help with this) and cutting way back on 
the time you spend checking e-mails. 

I ask him what he thinks is the most 
common self-help misconception in San 
Francisco, where he lives and where he is 
one of our top search terms, according to 
Google Trends. “A commonly held belief 
in academic communities is that the physi- 
cal is a hand you are dealt by fate. I think 
people mix up cause and effect.” 

It is to this community that the 4-Howrs 
are geared. “If you try to write for people 
you don’t initially understand, you fuck 
up,” Ferriss says. But 4-Hour Body, at least 
ostensibly, is also geared toward women 
— more than half the fitness models are 
women and all the exercise plans include 
variations for men and women. I take 
note when he tells me that among women, 
the most common downfall he sees is the 
ever-nefarious caloric bomb: peanut butter 
(although inside I weep). There’s a sizable 
chapter on the art of the 15-minute female 
orgasm with detailed charts of the vagina. 


I inquire if he’s taken any flack from women 
on this well-meaning, if slightly reductive 
take on their anatomy. “The orgasm stuff, 
they're fine with that. It’s no big deal.” : 

“The point of the book is to become the 
best possible version of yourself,” he says. 

Can it work? As engaging as Ferriss 
was during our interview, and in my binges 
on his expansive web universe (sample blog 
posts: “How to be Jason Bourne: Multiple 
Passports, Swiss Banking, and Crossing 
Borders!”; “How to Lose 20 Pounds of 
Fat in 30 Days ... Without Doing Any 
Exercise!”), 4-Hour Body sat in my bedroom 
undisturbed for a month after I initially 
cruised through its “rapid sense of total 
well-being” action plan. But then, I am 
lazy. Again, if the Internet is to be believed, 
this man has inspired some people to make 
real changes in their lives. 

Or perhaps Ferriss’ true appeal is, as he 
says, based on our ability to relate to him. 
His target audience lives in an informa- 
tion-saturated world where people can flip 
breathlessly from one paragon of success to 
another. In Ferris, they have found the true 
model everyman: a guy with nice-looking 
websites, endless energy, and a great body 
who seems to succeed wherever the mouse 
leads him. srec 
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Health class, sans 
the STD slideshow 


Q&A with an integrative medicine expert 


By Caitlin Donohue 
caitlin@sfbg.com 


RENEW For a brief moment, we 
here at the Guardian 
are taking a break 
from listing the 
best places to host 
more damage to 
your liver to give 
some soapbox time to a health 
care professional. Meet Dr. Julie 
Chen, who has a private practice 
in San Jose that specializes in 
integrative medicine, an approach 
combining conventional Western 
health knowledge with holistic 
care options. That's right, just like 
Tron’s Kevin Flynn, Chem is able 
to operate in multiple dimensions 
when it comes to your physical 
well-being. We asked her some 
big-kid questions about health and 
her innovative brand of medicine 
that you should probably know the 


answers to. 


SFBG What's the most commonly 
held misconception about integrative 
medicine? 

Julie Chen The fine line between 
“alternative” and “conventional” 
medicine is frequently erased and 
redrawn. For example, fish oil used 
to be “alternative.” So was vitamin 
D supplementation. But now we 
have Lovaza and vitamin D pre- 
scription versions that insurance 
companies will pay for. 

Integrative medicine is fre- 
quently seen as “alternative 
medicine,” but — especially if the 
physician is fellowship-trained 
and board-certified — it is heavily 
evidence-based, just like “conven- 
tional” medicine. We utilize clini- 
cal research as a basis for treatment 
plans that integrate aspects of 
conventional and complementary 
medicine like supplements and 
herbs, energy medicine, manual 
therapy, acupuncture, and hypno- 
therapy. It’s not about one or the 
other, it’s about utilizing all appro- 
priate modalities available out there 
to achieve optimal health outcome. 


SFBG You're an expert on stress-reduc- 
ing mind-body exercises, so let’s get 
practical here. Recommend one for people 
sitting on Muni or at a computer. 


JC Breath work is relatively unob- 
trusive and inconspicuous, as is 
meditation or selfhypnosis. You 
may even try abridged versions 

of progressive muscle relaxation: 
tightening shoulder and upper back 
muscles, then relaxing; tightening 
hands and arms, then relaxing; 
tightening gluteal muscles, then 
relaxing; tightening leg and feet 
muscles, then relaxing. 

For people who say they can’t 
sit still long enough to do medita- 
tion or self-hypnosis, this exercise 
may be an option — it offers some- 
thing active to focus on. 


SFBG Eating healthy is hard. What 
are some ways people eat wrong? 
JC Patients frequently think they 
have to make all the right changes 
all at once with their diet, and then 
feel defeated when they can’t sus- 
tain them. I’m a big fan of setting 
smaller, more attainable goals, and 
using positive reinforcement that 
helps you to move onto the next. 
I'm also a big fan of mixing 
foods if you're not ready for a com- 
plete change. For people who don’t 
like brown rice, mix brown and 
white or use less white rice and mix 
it with vegetables. That way you 
can increase complexity of the food 
you are eat and decrease simple 


_ carbohydrate intake with food that 


is still palatable. Many patients 

also think that as long as they eat 
vegetables at one main meal, that’s 
enough for the day. But our bodies 
function better if we can provide 
those phytonutrients and flavonoids 
all day long. That means that we 
should incorporate healthy foods 
like whole grains and vegetables 
into every meal, 


SFBG We live in an age of health 
info oversaturation. With all the con- 
flicting theories out there, how can we 
tell if we're living healthily or not? 
JC This is a great question. First, 
it’s important to educate ourselves 
about what's considered “healthy.” 
At the end of the day, we physi- 
cians do not go home with you. 
Your readers should know that they 
are the most important member 

in their health care team, and that 
they should utilize their doctors as 
informational tools. Second, our 


pile 1 Chen, MD 


<8grative Medicine 
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“Your readers should know that they are the most important 
members of their healthcare team.” Dr. Julie Chen levels with us 
about what we need to know about integrative health. 


bodies usually will tell us if we are 
living as healthy as we can. If you 
feel chronically fatigued, or have 
insomnia, or a “foggy” mind, there 
are probably steps you can take 

to improve your overall health by 
evaluating and maximizing aspects 
of your lifestyle, nutritional intake, 
or health status. 


SFBG What should someone do if 
the advice they are getting from their 
HMO differs from or conflicts with 
what is prescribed by their holistic 
health care provider? 

JC In this situation, it would be 
beneficial for the physician to speak 
with the holistic health care pro- 
vider. The extent of training among 
holistic care providers can be vastly 
different — it can range from those 
who have taken weekend courses 

or are self-taught versus those 

who are board-certified or fellow- 
ship-trained. By increasing com- 
munication between physicians and 
holistic practitioners, it provides an 
additional level of protection for the 
patient in case the holistic provider 
is suggesting something medically 
dangerous. On the other hand, if 
the treatment plan from the holistic 
provider is medically appropriate, 
then it provides an opportunity for 
the physician to learn more about 
holistic care and how it can aug- 
ment conventional care. 


SFBG Are there real health benefits 
to going vegetarian? 

JC There are tremendous ben- 
efits toa vegetarian or vegan diet. 
Plant-based diets tend to be much 
more anti-inflammatory and thus 
are more beneficial. The trick is 
to make sure that the diet is high 
in plant-based proteins, minerals, 
vitamins, and phytonutrients, and 


not processed or fried fatty foods. 
If the vegetarian or vegan diet is ~~ 


composed of things like steamed 
vegetables, legumes, and whole 
grains, it has tremendous health 
benefits like improving choles- 
terol levels, insulin sensitivity, and 
decreasing inflammation. 


SFBG Are there positive health ben- 
efits of living in a big city? 

JC San Francisco is one of the 
healthiest cities.in America 

— access to healthy, organic, and 
diverse foods allows us to eat well 
throughout the year. Another 
tremendous benefit of living in 
San Francisco is the easy access to 
hiking, biking, and other forms of 
outdoor exercise. Even for those 
who aren’t interested in outdoor 
activities, the simple act of getting 
around the city allows us to get in 
regular exercise thanks to the hilly 
streets. SFBG 
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Hoop dreams 


Christine Zamor’s transformation into a 
national fitness franchise 


By Emily Appelbaum 
culture@sfbg.com 


RENEW Christabel Zamor moves 
like a snake — eyes 
fixed, lithe body 
writhing, hips 
rippling back and 
forth — which isn’t 
really surprising, 
considering the number 
of times she’s shed her skin. 

Zamor is a hoopdancer — one of 
those sylph-like sirens who show up at 
parties and raves and on the playa in 
order to make the men drool and the 
women vow to do sit-ups. She credits 
hooping as the secret to her sensu- 
ous shape — but if you're thinking 
of getting out your snake charmer’s 
flute, let’s get one thing straight: in 
this case, it’s the sexy serpent who's 
charming you. 

Zamor is magnetic and incred- 


Mention this ad and receive 
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or color service 


+ “with select stylists 


552 Octavia Street @ Hayes ¢ 415.861.5851 


ibly talented, but what sets her apart 
from other Bay Area hoopers is her 
avid following, cultivated by Hooping! 
The Book!, an array of instructional 
DVDs and 72-hour teacher train- 
ing program that has certified 570 
instructors in 16 countries. Zamor 
is HoopGirl® — a persona that not 
only has allowed her to whittle her 
waist and tone her tummy but to 
explode into a fitness franchise. 

An erstwhile doctoral student and 
one-time “heavy-set, shy academic,” 
Zamor says she transformed her life 
— and her body — through hooping’s 
calorie-burning workouts and confi- 
dence-building powers. She now trav- 
els the world as a fitness trainer and 
empowerment coach, teaching people 
that they can do the same thing. 

“T wasn't really looking for hoop- 
ing,” she says. At 27, Zamor was 
a UC Santa Barbara PhD student 
struggling to find academic support 


RENEW 


for her interest in ethnomusicol- 

ogy and drumming, Frustrated, she 
dropped out from her program after 
receiving a master’s degree, traveled 

to Senegal to study djembe, returned 
to the States; enrolled in Pacifica 
Graduate Institute’s master’s program 
in mythology and depth psychology, 
and began working as a personal assis- 
tant. Amid the confusion, she says she 
didn't have the power to envision a life 
outside her studies. “I wanted to be a 
healer but didn’t know it,” she says. 

But a simple circle changed all 
that. At a Gathering of the Tribes 
conference in Los Angeles, Zamor 
fortuitously picked up her first hoop 
— and HoopGirl was set in motion. 

Zamor claims she never had a 
hula hoop as a child, but from the 
first instant she picked up the plastic 
ring and it clattered uncooperatively to 
the ground, she was hooked. Despite 
the initial “experience of not succeed- 
ing,” she was captivated by the hoop- 
ers around her — “beautiful nymphs 
undulating gorgeously” — and she 
was determined to become one. 

“T got a hoop and started practic- 
ing in the park, in rhythm with high- 
energy trance or electronic music,” 
she says, and crowds “just started 
gathering.” When a newspaper 
reporter wrote a story on her weekly 
spin sessions, “100 people showed up 
wanting to hoop.” 

Hooping has provided Zamor 


with a means of transformation, for 
-her physical body as well as her spiri- 


tual self. She describes hooping as the 
portal that awakened her to under- 
ground subcultures like the circus- 
arts scene and artistic communities 
like Burning Man, 

Zamor found that she could 
hoop for six hours at a time and that 
it catalyzed a level of physical and 
spiritual presence she describes as a 
“quickening” of the body. She inter- 
prets the orbital motion of the hoop 
as “intrinsically about coming back 
to your center,” a practice that stills 
mental chatter. 
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Hooping also began to fill in 
for the cultural activity that Zamor 
had so desperately wanted to study at 
UCSB. She had sought to understand 
how tribal rituals played a role in 
society, but she realized that dissect- 
ing a cultural form appropriated from 

“the third world brought up questions 
of co-optation that she didn’t want to 
wrestle with. Hooping provided the 
same rhythmic, percussive, ritualistic 
aspects and counted as an indigenous 
rite in California in the early aughts, 
when its popularity was exploding. 
Burning Man was where Zamor 
tapped into hooping as a “sacred, 
transcendent experience,” one that she 
ultimately felt empowered to interpret 
for a national audience. 

Now 10 years later, Zamor has 
performed at events for Warner Bros., 
Universal Pictures, and Cirque du 
Soleil. She has been hired to represent 
fitness brands and health club chains. 
She is licensing HoopGirl® Workout 
teachers across Canada, England, 
Australia, and the United States, 
where her hoop regimenvhas been 
certified by the Aerobics‘and Fitness 
Association of America. 

At 38, she is a fitness guru and 
the leader of a profitable exercise 
business. In her books and DVDs, 
she maintains a bubbly exuberance in 
describing her physical transforma- 
tion, “My unwanted extra fat just 
disappeared and was replaced by gor- 
geous muscle,” she crows, describing 
her journey. But she leaves out tran- 
scendence at Burning Man in favor of 
the elation of calories burned. 

Zamor admits that she has had 
to be a chameleon to market herself 
and her hooping. Unlike other elite 
hoopers who began to develop the art 
form around the same time or even 
earlier, Zamor hasn't been content 
to limit herself to a part of the San 
Francisco subculture. She hopes to 
bring legitimacy to hooping, which 
sometimes means talking abs and 
aerobics. “To spread hooping, I have 


DOWN at LLU 


to be able to spread the lingo. I gain 
respect by speaking a language that 
people respect.” 

But when she is training 
HoopGirl dancers, she says she still 
refers to hooping as a spiritual prac- 
tice. Her mantra — hooping is sexy! 
— is as much about a sense of self- 
worth as a satisfying session in the 
sack. The once “introverted loner” 
has been able to use hooping to help 
shed her old self, literally — and she’s 
eager to show us that results are rep- 
licable at home. 

“The hoop adheres better to bare 
skin,” she explains, “so I started wear- 
ing less clothing. Showing my arms, 
showing my legs — it’s like the hoop 
was asking me to take those things 
off. I started to feel like I didn’t have 
to hide who I was.” 

Flipping through pages of toned 
hotties in her book, or watching the 
bootie-shorted babes in her DVDs, it 
might be difficult to believe that the 
sexiness of hooping isn’t about, well, 
sex. But Zamor says there is some- 
thing deeply and inherently feminine 
about the hoop — and it’s not just 
that the ladies look better shakin’ it. 

After two surgeries for endo- 
metriosis, Zamor is convinced that 
the “soothing gyrations” of the hoop 
against her pelvis have helped heal 
her. “Hooping provided the insight 
I needed to slow down and focus on 
my body,” she says, explaining that 
it’s also a way to strengthen her core 
and reproductive organs, bringing 
fresh blood to the pelvic region and 
awakening her libido. Now, six years _ 
since her last surgery, she empha- 
sizes that her doctor was amazed at 
how quickly she healed by hooping 
through the ordeal. 

Next up, Zamor will be work- 
ing on bringing that whole-body 
healing to women who may not be 
willing to step inside the hoop. She 
has expanded her business to include 
empowerment classes that honor 
the “divine, delicious feminine” and 
that will help women become a more 
supple, radiant, and luminous version 
of themselves, she says. 

These classes in “hooping outside 
the hoop” are geared toward helping 
others uncover the empowerment and 
sense of self-worth that Zamor has 
found through HoopGirl. Of course, 
unless Zamor is planning on turning 
out hundreds of successful fitness rev- 
olutionaries with profitable book deals 
of their own, it’s hard to say whether 
her personal transformation will be 
replicable. But with one irresistible 

smile from Zamor, it’s easy to see that 
the hoop has worked for her — and 
difficult to resist the urge to run out 
and buy one for oneself. srec 


* SAN + 
FRANCISCO 


MASSAGE 
SUPPLY CO 


365 Tenth St. SF CA 94103 


Mon 12-7 Tues 9-7 Wed-Sat 12-7 


SACRED EARTH + BIOTONE + EARTHLITE 


STRONGLITE * OAKWORKS * LIVING EARTH CRAFTS 


CUSTOM CRAFTWORKS + THERA BATH « THUMBBY 
JUNIPER RIDGE = THUMPER + SANTA BARBARA 


THUMBSAVERS « PISCES PRO and more...... 


Sun 12-5 


Shop 24/7/365 @ 
www.SFMassageSupply.com 


415.255.4693 


PETS! 


Contact your account executive at (415) 487-4600 or admanagers@sfbg.com ae 


just say NO 
to BORING ra-lohKe: 


WWW.fccfreer 
-—T — YN ny 


i 


dio. 
Sn 


MISSION DISTRICT: 1210 Valencia St. 
(at 23rd St.) 415-641-8332 


The alternative medicine journal 


abinoids & 
Cannabinor s 
Mammalian Ontogeny’ € 


Extinguishing 2 
Paranoia Foreves . 
Shamanic path to tearles 


HAIGHT-ASHBURY: 1555 Haight St. 
(W. oF Ashbury) 415-431-7133 


Vietro Toronto Convention Centre 
North Building Hall A 


te become a Sponsor or Vendor please go to 
www.treatingyourselfexpo.com 


CALM 


nawfresh 


Tl homeemer herbalAire GES Esa <& ~~ €, 


emacs 


BUY-SELL-TRADE 
CUILT-SREE 


Fasnion 


BERKELEY: 2585 Telegraph Ave 
(at Parker) 510-6il-9202 


INDEPENDENT, LOCALLY-OWNED | SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN | SFBG.COM | RENEW 


Eiji 


Japanese Restaurant 


Try our 


HOMEMADE 
TOFU! 


Best Mochi in Town! 


317 Sanchez St @ léth 
San Francisco 
415.558.8149 


The Best of Citysearch Winner 


On 
Wednesday thru Sunday 


Brunch Dinner 
10am-3pm 5pm-10pm 
Closed Monday and Tuesday 
(Available for. Private Events) 
10% Off Brunch Wed, Thurs & Fri 
(Excluding Holidays) 
Wine on Wednesday ~ 
Free glass of house wine w/ entree 
Thrifty Thursday 
Special entree of the day for$9.95 
2 for 1 Sunday 


2 for 1 on beer, wine & cocktails 


3499 16th St. @ Sanchez 
San Francisco 415.626.1700 
www.tangerinsf.com 
tangerine fans [ tangerine_sf 


EFC 


Tune in online at 
kfjc.org/netcast 


Sat 3/5 at 7P 

@ Appreciation Hall 
Dave Emory presents 
"Food For Thought" 


Special Offers 


LIVE PERFORMANCE 
Sat 3/5, 3-6PM 

Dramady & Rollerball 
hosted by Max Level 


Psychotronix Film Festival 
Sat 3/26, 7PM, Rm 5015 
@ Foothill College 


support: 
kfjc.org/donate 


tune in: 
kfjc.org/netcast 
join: 
kfjc.org/training 


repeat: 
kfjc.org/broadcast_archives 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN 


food + 


FOOD + DRINK 


drink 


Shangri-La’s warm dining room hosts a meat-free 
menu that free-ranges from mu shu to “goose.” 


7 


GUARDIAN PHOTO BY RORY MCNAMARA 


Vegetable music 


By Paul Reidinger 
paulr@sfbg.com 


DINE For many of us, the word 
“kosher” immediately 
suggests something 
about meat. As 
one of the crazy 
women on Seinfeld 
once put it, “it’s how 
they kill the pig.” Well, not exactly, 
but maybe we can give partial 
credit, because while there is no 
such thing as kosher pork — pigs 
are strictly off-limits, kosher-wise 
— the method of slaughter is an 
important aspect of kosher dietary 
restrictions. 

But kosher isn’t only about 
meat. It’s also about vegetables and 
fruits, all of which qualify, pro- 
vided you don’t eat any tag-along 
bugs. At Shangri-La, a 33-year- 
old Chinese vegetarian restaurant 
in the mid-Sunset, the cuisine is 
cooked “under kosher supervision,” 
according to the menu card. I pic- 
tured a proper authority figure back 
there in the kitchen, inspecting the 
produce like an Army medic exam- 
ining freshly shorn inductees for 
signs of head lice. 

You can’t see into the kitchen, 
of course. This is an old-style 
Chinese joint, complete with worn 
red carpeting, fake-wood paneling, 


Chinese calendars, and — an ele- 
ment of beautiful discord — elegiac 
violin music on the sound system. 
The music reminded me, a little, 
of the early scerie in Schindler's 
List in which the Shabbat candles 
are lighted. It was like being in a 
café in some city in central Europe 
in 1937, with the shadows of war 
gathering in dark corners. The 
sounds of the violin are among 

the most haunting and moody in 
music. I tend to object to almost 
all music played in restaurants, but 
that’s at least in part because you 
rarely hear this kind of music in 
restaurants any more. 

Despite and because of the vio- 
lin’s tones, we found Shangri-La to 
be atmospheric rather than moody. 
The service staff was cheerful and 
remarkably knowledgeable; we 
ordered by number, and our server 
quietly named the dish while writ- 
ing it down. She knew them by 
heart. We even threw in a couple of 
extra numbers, as if giving a quick 
quiz. She knew them all. 

This kind of intimate knowl- 
edge suggests confidence in the 
menu, and although Shangri-La 
emphasizes meat substitutes, from 
shark-fin soup to duck and kidney 
—a style I find suspect, as if most 
people would not even consider 
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eating vegetarian food unless they 
were faked out into thinking it was 
made with real meat — the cook- 
ing is outstanding and reasonably 
priced. Not for nothing are the 
tables laid with placemats pro- 
claiming the various kosher-veg- 
etarian awards the restaurant has 
won in recent years. 

Some of the most convine- 
ing dishes are the ones that don’t 
bother to pretend — a plateful 
of spicy cucumbers ($3.50), say, 
skinned, seeded, cut into lengths, 
then dressed with a thick, glisten- 
ing sauce that began in sweetness 
and ended in chili heat, like spring 
into summer. The cucumber has to 
be among the most modest mem- 
bers of the vegetable kingdom, and 
hardly any serious attempt is made 
with it beyond slicing it into salads 
or raita or puréeing it into gazpa- 
cho. Here it offered a wonderful 
texture and a moist mildness that 
gently supported the sauce. 

Green onion cake ($4.25) is 
another dish that’s vegetarian by 
birth, and Shangri-La’s version 
was big, puffy, and crisp, like a 
flatbread. Veggie goose ($4.50), 
on the other hand, did seem to try 
for some carnivore appeal by stuff- 
ing smoked tofu into a buckwheat 
pancake, rolling it into a fat cigar, 
slathering it with hoisin sauce, and 
slicing it into bite-sized pieces. It 


was tasty, but it wasn’t goose. 

“Mu shu,” in my life, has 
almost always meant mu shu pork, 
but Shangri-La’s fleshless version 
($6.95) gave proof of how unimport- 
ant the shreds of meat actually are. 
With some lingerie-sheer pancakes, 
a small dish of hoisin sauce, and a 
big platter heaped with a stir-fry of 
shredded cabbage, carrots, water 
chestnuts, and (optional) egg, the 
uninvited guest really wasn’t missed 
much. We found the Szechuan-style 
spicy noodles ($6), heavily dabbed 
with garlic-red chili sauce, to be 
equally satisfying, even though they 
were cold — and there is a psy- 
chological resistance that has to be 
overcome to eat cold dishes in cold 
weather, when one really wants to be 
bathed in fragrant steam rising from 
friendly bowls. Cold is dour and can 
be a flavor damper, but not here. 

Still, we did feel a slight want 
of steam. The pot of green tea gave 
off a little. A little more would 
have been heaven, though not pig 
heaven. srec 


SHANGRI-LA 

Daily, 11 a.m.—8:45 p.m. 
2026 Irving, SF 

(415) 731-2548 

Beer and wine 

MC/V 

Not noisy 

Wheelchair accessible 
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Pony up, kids 


By L.E. Leone 


le.chicken.farmer@gmail.com 


CHEAP EATS From Crawdad’s 
house in Berkeley, you 
can see Golden Gate 
Fields racetrack. I 
take her kids to the 
soccer pitch next 
door, to watch and 
run, and I walk their dog 
along the water behind the track. 

When I was little, I used to 
circle my favorite-named horses in 
the sports section, then check back 
the next day to see how much I'd 
won. My uncles and aunts played the 
ponies. Punker and Gatorgator, they 
play the ponies. I have been invited. 
And invited. 

I associate three of my favorite 
writers with horse racing, but have 
never been, not even once, to the 
track. Until last Saturday. 

Damon Runyon, Charles 
Bukowski, Mike DeCapite, and now 
me. Finally, finally I can say with 
authority that I pulled a kazoo out of 
the septic in the sixth at Fair Grounds 
to show and he did! He seconded, 
paying 51-1. 

Now, Hedgehog had a Li’l 
Loveable visiting from her home- 
town and this ‘un was marking her 
daughter’s 21st birthday by redefining 
herself, running a half marathon, eat- 
ing weird things, and just getting a 
tattoo. Loveable was the only one of 
us with prior track experience, except, 
I think, that Hedgehog might have 
been once or twice too. A succincter 
way of saying this might be that I was 
the only one without track experience. 

And therefore the only win- 
ner. Yep, after dropping tacos in the 
fourth and fifth on a couple of popu- 
lar pinstripes who failed to impress, 
let alone deliver, I thought I would 
change majors — which was good 
timing because a can-do named Mayo 
was odds-on incumbent just then, and 
+ yuck! 

Hedgehog head-cheesed Mayo, 
and I — being a world renowned 
mayophobe — looked for the oppo- 
sitest entrée, which was the horse 
called Crispy. Crispy was 20-1 when I 
placed my taco, but by gate was 51-1. 
Or, more than twice as losery in the 
imagination of the wagering public. 

But the hard part was I couldn't 
even scream as my quantum leap 
long-shotted across the finish line 
because we watched that inning 
from the field announcer’s booth, 
Hedgehog being the wig that she is. 


Our host was on mic, and that meant 
we had to be perfectly quiet, for the 
sake of the sport, while the unthink- 
able dreamed itself before my very 
blinkers. I bit my tongue real hard. 

The integrity of horse racing thus 
preserved, I windowed up to collect 
my Cheerios. Come to think of it, I’m 
surprised more of my San Francisco 
friends didn’t come visit me in New 
Orleans once they got wind of the 
kind of column inches I was ethering 
home to this rag. Just Kayday, and I 
don’t even think she reads me. 

Anyway, she was waiting at her 
hotel piano bar, so I nut-jobbed my 
winnings, kissed Hedgehog, high- 
fived her townie, and went. We had 
a two-dinner, three-bar date with 
Frenchmen Street, whereas Hedgehog 
and the Loveable were updressing 
for some gala or something. Oh, I 
was invited, but didn’t have anything 
to wear. Since Kayday ain't my fairy 
godmother, the Cinderella story ends 
right there. 

Things we ate that night included 
grilled oysters wrapped in bacon, 
fried crawfish, fried pickles, mac ’n’ 
cheese with meatballs, and gumbo. 
So probably the ball-goers didn’t have 
anything on us, save maybe a higher 
dry-cleaning bill. 

The next night I cooked for 
everybody, and the day after that, 
Kayday’s last, we thought we would 
go up to Riverbend, get a bucket of 
crawfish, and sit on the levee, which, 
my little master’s mama assured us, 
would be “the right thing to do.” 

Except they didn’t have boiled 
crawfish at Cooter Brown’s, so we got 
raw oysters and pecan pie and that 
was when I blew my New Orleans 
food fuse. “I’m done. Tell me about 
home, Kayday,” I said, sitting on the 
grass, on the levee, watching barges 
on the Mississippi. 

She said she had the best burger 
($10.50) she ever had at Chez Maman 
in Potrero Hill. She said the waiter 
said everything in French, then 
English. She said the frites ... the 
burger! she said. 

“Was there peanut butter on it?” 

“No,” she said. 

Next week I write you from 
France. srac 


CHEZ MAMAN 

Mon.-Fri. 11:30 a.m.—11 p.m.; 
Sat.—Sun. 10:30 a.m.—11 p.m. 
1453 18th St., SF 

(415) 824-7166 

MC/V 

Beer and wine 


VISIT US ONLINE AT 


Goat Hill Pizza Sa 


1/2 off 
Select Tapas 


30%. off 
Sangria pitchers 


MISSION STREET LOCATION ONLY 
2327 Mission Street San Francisco, CA 


(415) 824-1502 


_We pay the best prices 
in town! Just bring'em in! 


RB 4 
CD: DVD: 
= Blu-Rays Records 


Video Games 3 


STREETLIGHT 


RCE) COR Seis 


SAN FRANCISCO 
2350 Market St. 
(415) 282-8000 


streetlightrecords.com 
Some restrictions may apply 


No goats are harmed 
in the production of our pizza. 


the 


A resource guide for your vegetarian restaurant and shopping needs! 


It’s A Fact! 


You can exercise longer and harder before lactic acid buildup 
makes your muscles cramp up. Alkalinize! Block your acidity by 
eating more of that parsley they put on your plate and eat more 
cooked greens, figs, citrus, cinnamon and spirulina, for a start. 
Get them at Rainbow. And, cut out the sugar! 


Z 


VEU 
VEGETARIAN 


Fresh « Eggless ¢ Vegan ¢ No MSG 


Outhentic Vegetarian Vetromere Cwnirine 


GOLDEN ERA 
572 O'Farrell Street 
San Francisco 


GOLDEN LOTUS 
1301 Franklin Street 
Oakland 
510.893.0383 
goldenlotusvege.com 


MERIT VEGETARIAN 
548 Lawrence Expy 
Sunnyvale, CA 
408.245.8988 
meritvegetarian.com 


RAINBOW Z 


415.673.3136 
goldeneravegetarian.com 


REGULAR 
STORE 
HOURS 

Qam-9om 


415.863.0620 


GROCERY 


wWW.RAINBOW.COOP 
ALKALINE BALANCE: 
| To promote sustained energy and 
| improved health and well-being. 


¢ Eat a plentiful diet of Parsley, Garlic, 
Wheatgrass, Spirulina, Cooked Greens. 


| 
| 
| 
| ¢ Ent less meat, refined foods, and sugar. ® 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN PICKS 


THURSDAY 
FEBRUARY 24 


MUSIC 
Floating Goat 
If youre a slave to the riffs and 
are told a particular guitarist 
has better chops than other 
well-renowned fret board slay- 
ers, it’s not an assertion to be 
ignored. So when | heard this 
about Floating Goat, my ears 
perked up, and now they won't 
stop ringing. The local hesh trio 
has been playing together for 

a decade, and their longevity 
shows — they’re a solid, bal- 
anced metal machine, with that 
sweet-spot ability to seamlessly 
transition from psychedelically 
heavy, Sabbath-worship rock 
into solos reminiscent of 1980s 
thrash titans. Be gotten, throw 
some hornss. Whatever floats 
your goat. (Kat Renz) 


With Begotten and Hornss 
9 p.m., $6 

Hemlock Tavern 

1131 Polk, SF 

(415) 923-0923 
www.hemlocktavern.com 


PERFORMANCE 


“Way Behind the Music: From 
Miley Cyrus to Motley Criie” 
February already brought us 
the Grammys and Justin Bieber: 
Never Say Never, and this week 
Litquake and Noise Pop join 
forces to spotlight the actual 
published literary efforts of Mr. 


Bieber, along with Jewel, Gene 
Simmons, George Jones, Marilyn 
Manson, Tori Amos, Vince Neil, 
Denise McLean (mother of 
Backstreet Boy A.J. McLean), 
and others. During this evening 
of hilariously odd music mem- 
oirs brought to life onstage, 
musicians and writers (including 
Mark Eitzel, Thao Nguyen, Beth 
Lisick, Linda Robertson, Michelle 
Tea, Bucky Sinister, Jesse 
Michaels, Paul Myers, and Tom 
Heyman) read excerpts from a 
selection of music autobiogra- 
phies. (Julie Potter) 


7:30 p.m., $15 
Make-Out Room 

3225 22nd St., SF 

(415) 647-2888 
www.makeoutroom.com 


FRIDAY 
FEBRUARY 25 


EVENT | 


“A Night Featuring Chocolate 
and Other Culinary Gems of 
the Americas” 

Mole, cacao, marimbas, and col- 
lage! It’s Friday night at the de 
Young Museum and the choco- 
late-y themed evening includes 
live painting of Mesoamerica’s 
cacao-related art, demonstra- 
tions transforming cacao beans 
to drinking chocolate, and a 
discussion of “cacao glyphs,” 

a Mayan tradition. Learn easy- 
to-follow dance forms like the 
bolero, waltz, cumbia, and the 


traditional “Guatemalan son” to 
marimba music featuring Ana 
Nitmar and Mi Bella Guatemala. 
From the café to the artist stu- 
dio, there will be beats, sweets, 
and fun. The museum is open 
late for perusing the galleries, 
so bring the family and get your 
art on. (Potter) 


6 p.m., free ($7—$11 for gallery 
admission) 

de Young Museum 

50 Hagiwara Tea Garden Dr., SF 
(415) 750-3600 
deyoung.famsf.org 


MUSIC 


Aesop Rock and Kimya Dawson 
There’s a theory that the politi- 
cal spectrum is circular; follow 
it far enough and the extremes 
meet up. The musical spectrum 
must work the same way, Caus- 
ing fringe artists to connect in 
unpredictable ways. At least 
that’s the only sense | can 
make out of the emerging col- 
laboration between abstract 
hip-hop MC Aesop Rock and 
anti-folk singer Kimya Dawson, 
two inventive wordsmiths with 
no shortage of winding lyrics. 
Aesop Rock is contributing to 
Dawson's upcoming Thunder 
Thighs and the two are report- 
edly at work on a combined 
album, making this gig a pre- 
view of things to come. 

(Ryan Prendiville) 


With Rob Sonic, DJ Big Wiz, and 
DJ Clydeoscope 


8 p.m., $20 

Great American Music Hall 
859 O’Farrell, SF 

(415) 885-0750 
www.gamh.com 


SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 26 


DANCE 


Kibbutz Contemporary Dance 
Company 

In the early days, Israeli folk 
dancing was a rich tool for 
nation-building. But interna- 
tionally-flavored dance theater 
— think the Inbal Pinto and 
Bathsheba Dance Companies 
— has become one of the 
country’s important cultural 
exports. The latest to make 

its local debut is the Kibbutz 
Contemporary Dance Company, 
which was founded in (and is 
still is at home in) a kibbutz in 
Galilee, where it also runs an 
international dance program for 
children. Its work is reputed to 
be fast-paced and highly the- 
atrical as well as very physical. 
The 15 dancers are bringing the 
2009 Ekodoom — /t’s not Time, 
It’s Us which takes on environ- 
mental issues and the catastro- 
phe to come if we don’t get our 
act together. Choreographer 
and artistic director, Rami Be’er 
is also a respected musician and 
painter. (Rita Felciano) 


8 p.m., $20-$32 
Kanbar Hall 
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a 


Jewish Community Center of 
San Francisco 


| 3200 California, SF 


(415) 292-1233 
www.jccsf.org 


EVENT 
“Monster Jam 2011” 
A stampede of horsepower 


comes thundering into town 
today with the Monster Jam 


| series of monster truck races 
| and events, featuring ground- 


shaking custom creations such 
as “Time Flys,” “Iron Man,” and 
the long-running fan favorite 
“Grave Digger.” Spectators will 
be treated to races and free- 
style events, where the 10,000 
pound muscle machines can fly 
through the air at distances up 
to 130 feet and reach heights 
of 35 feet in the air — not to 
mention crushing cars aplenty. 
And don’t miss “Megasaurus,” 
the giant auto-eating, fire- 
breathing monster that’s sure to 
scare up a ton of entertainment 
for this SATURDAY SATURDAY 
SATURDAY night event! 

(Sean McCourt) 


| 3 p.m. pit party; 7 p.m. main 


event, $7.50-$30 
Oakland Coliseum 

7000 Coliseum Way, Oakl. 
1-800-745-3000 
www.monsterjam.com 


From Amy “Tiger Mother” 
Chua’s rules to Ayelet “Bad 


Mother” Waldman’s guilt, the 
stories about motherhood are 
not only filling bookshelves and 
mommy blogs, they’re being 
danced on stage. For one night 
only, Ellis Wood, choreographer 
and mother of three, performs 
the world premiere of Mom, 

a 50-minute solo, sharing a 
layered, thought-provoking 


| and not always pretty look at 


motherhood. Wood maintains 
strong ties to the Bay Area, hav- 
ing visited to teach and perform 
in the region every year for the 
past decade. Her parents, both 
Graham dancers, started the 
dance program at UC Berkeley. 
Now, in a return to solo work, 
Wood refocuses herself back 

to the way she started choreo- 
graphing 15 years ago. (Potter) 


8 p.m., $20 
Southside Theater 
Fort Mason Center 


| Marina at Laguna, SF 


(415) 345-7575 
www.fortmason.org 


THEATER 


Orphée 

In 1954, at the tender age of 
17, Philip Glass showed up in 
Paris and fell in love with French 
counterculture — and the 
tripped-out films it produced. 
The young composer became 

a Jean Cocteau groupie, later 
saying, “the bohemian life you 
see in his Orphée ... was the life 
| was attracted to. Those were 
the people | wanted to hang 


out with.” Fast-forward half a 
century: Glass pays tribute to 
Cocteau with his own operatic 
take on the myth of Orpheus. 
Immersed in the decadent 
lifestyle of a Parisian artist 

but ultimately unsatisfied and 
obsessed with his waning inspi- 
ration (sound like anyone you 
knowe), Glass’s poet Orphée 
embarks on an epic journey to 
unravel the existential myster- 
ies of life. See his far-out flight 
presented by the award-winning 
cast from Ensemble Paralléle. 
(Emily Appelbaum) 


Sat/26, 8 p.m.; Sun/27, 3 p.m., 
$25-$85 

Herbst Theatre 

401 Van Ness, SF 

(415) 392-4400 
www.sfcv.org 


SUNDAY 
FEBRUARY 27 


“Sh*t My Dad Says with Justin 
Halpern” 

“| just don’t want to celebrate 

a bullshit holiday. I’m plenty 
romantic. | own a home and | 
have never shit my pants. Two 
things you can’t say.” (Feb. 14, 
10:09 a.m.) After being dumped 
by his long-term girlfriend, 

the now-29-year-old, then- 
unemployed Justin Halpern 
moved back in with 74-year-old 
father and began to docu- 


ment on Twitter some of the 


outrageously funny things his 
dad says. Halpren’s hilarious 
tweets (@shitmydadsays) have 
accumulated more than 2 mil- 
lion followers and became the 
basis for a best-selling book and 
a CBS sitcom of the same name 
starting William Shatner as the 
potty-mouthed paterfamilas. 


| Halpern chats about his home- 


grown road to comedy gold at 


| tonight’s event. (Jen Verzosa) 


7 p.m., $10-$25 


| Jewish Community Center of 


San Francisco 


| Koret Center 


3200 California, SF 
www.jccsf.org 
MUSIC 
Growlers 
With its jangly, surf-tinged 
grooves run through a filter of 
well-worn psychedelia, the 
Growlers are torch carriers of no- 
frills, modern rock ’n’ roll. Based 
in Costa Mesa, the Southern 
California group’s songs creep 
along with a dark, subdued 
underbelly that contrasts per- 
fectly with a knack for hazy, sun- 
kissed hooks and melodies. Lead 
singer Brooks Nielson holds the 
whole thing together with a tat- 
tered rasp of a voice that sounds 
right at home atop the reverb- 
laden garage and loose Western 
swing of his bandmates. 
(Landon Moblad) 


With Fresh and Onlys, Pleasure 
Kills, and Wrong Words 


1 p.m., $12 

Bottom of the Hill 

4233 17th St., SF 

(415) 621-4455 
www.bottomofthehill.com 


MONDAY 
FEBRUARY 28 


MUSIC 
“Under Raps” 
At “Under Raps,” an open mic 
at the Showdown (formerly 
known as the Arrow Bar), there 
won't be an emo kid whining 
about holding hands for the 
first time or a punk rocker 
screaming about teenage angst. 
Instead, drink a $5 pint of gin 
and juice and expect to throw 
your hands in the air and wave 
them like you just don’t care to 
the sounds of fresh freestyles. 
Every last Monday of the month, 
the Showdown features a local 
producer and emcee showcas- 
ing your favorite local hip-hop 
artists doing what they do 

best — spitting some rhymes. 
(Verzosa) 


9 p.m., $3 

Showdown 

10 Sixth St., SF 

(415) 503-0684 
www.showdownsf.com 


EVENTS 


“Wishes, Dreams and 
Insults: The World of Yiddish 
Speakers” 

If self-deprecating humor, 


| the event also features Tony 


The political spectrum is circular; 


follow it far enough and the extremes meet up. 


free-floating anxiety, and the 
greatest assortment of ono- 
matopoetic words ever amassed 
sounds like your kind of thing, se 
brent nit (don’t get all excited). 
But do consider heading to the 
Public Radio International-spon- 
sored collection of Yiddish short 
stories, “Wishes, Dreams and 
Insults.” These tales of triumph, 
trial, and tribulation — prob- 
ably not so much triumph, 
actually, considering the source 
— promise plenty of chutzpah 
and humor. Hosted by Isaiah 
Sheffer of PRI’s Selected Shorts, 
Award-winner Denis O’Hare 
and Drama Critics Circle Award 
winner Kristen Vangsness. 
(Appelbaum) 


7 p.m., $10-$35 

Jewish Community Center of 
San Francisco 

3200 California, SF 

(415) 292-1200 
www.jccsf.org 


TUESDAY 
MARCH 1 


MUSIC 
Swans 
“This is not a reunion. It’s not 
some dumb-ass nostalgia act,” 
writes Michael Gira re: bringing 
back noise-rock pioneers Swans 
for the first time since 1997. 
(Swans Are Dead? Now ironic.) 
The revival of the oppressive, 


ominous band comes after 


daughter duet with Banhart. 
| The result is an unexpected 


spending time running Young 
God Records, home of Akron/ 
Family and Devendra Banhart, 
and making music as Angels 
of Light. “I needed a way to 
move forward, in a new direc- 
tion,” Gira says. For the band 
with a reputation for being a 
devastatingly intense listen, 
this direction includes having 
Gira’s three-and-a-half-year-old 


harmony and strange beauty 

on the other side of Swan’s bot- 
tomless doom. With a title like 
“You Fucking People Make Me 
Sick,” some things never change. 
(Prendiville) 


With Wooden Wand 

8 p.m., $34 

Regency Ballroom 

1300 Van Ness, SF 
1-800-745-3000 
www.theregencyballroom.com 


SFBG 


The Guardian listings deadline istwo | 
weeks prior to our Wednesday publica- 
tion date. To submit an item for consid- 
eration, please include the title of the 
event, a brief description of the event, 
date and time, venue name, street 
address (listing cross streets only isn’t 
sufficient), city, telephone number 
readers can call for more informa- 
tion, telephone number for media, and 
admission costs. Send information to 
Listings, the Guardian Building, 135 
Mississippi St., SF, CA 94107; fax to 
(415) 487-2506; or e-mail (paste press 
release into e-mail body — no text 
attachments, please) to listings@sfbg. 
com. Digital photos may be submitted 
in jpeg format; the image must be at 
least 240 dpi and four inches by six 
inches in size. We regret we cannot 


(1) Floating Goat (see 
Thurs/24); (2) de Young 
Museum (see Fri/25); (3) 
Kibbutz Contemporary 
Dance Company (see 
Sat/26); (4) Monster Jam 

| (see Sat/26); (5) Orphée 
(see Sat/26); (6) Justin 
Halpern (see Sun/27); (7) 
Growlers (see Sun/27); (8) 
Ellis Wood (see Sat/26); 
(9) Kristen Vangsness 
(see Mon/28); (10) Swans 
| (see Tues/1). 
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Where were you? 


SF AIDS doc “We Were Here” is an act of 
emotional archeology 


By Marke B. 
marke@sfbg.com 


FILM Amid the worshipful bro- 
mides that attended 
the 100th birthday 
of zombie Ronald 
Reagan on Feb. 6, 
local gay blogger Joe. 
My.God. helped bring 
back to light a transcript of a 1982 
press briefing Q&A session between 
Reagan administration spokesman 
Larry Speakes and journalist Lester 
Kinsolving. It’s the first known time 
that AIDS was brought up at the 
White House. 


Lester Kinsolving: Larry, does 

the president have any reaction to the 
announcement — the Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta, that AIDS is now 
an epidemic and have over 600 cases? 


SPEAKES: What’s AIDS? 


LK: Over a third of them have died. It's 
known as ‘gay plague.” (Laughter.) No, 
it is. I mean it’s a pretty serious thing 
that one in every three people that get 
this have died. And I wondered if the 
president is aware of it? 
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SPEAKES: I don’t have it. Do you? 
(Laughter.) 
LK No, I don’t ... 


SPEAKES: How do you know? 
(Laughter.) 

LK: In other words, the White House 
looks on this as a great joke? 


The answer, as the briefing spiraled 
into hysterics, was yes. It’s long been 
a source of bitterness that Reagan 
didn’t publicly refer to AIDS until 
1987, after the disease had officially 
killed 20,849 Americans and been 
identified in 113 countries. But it was 
the laughter as gays lay dying that 
brought an angry population together, 
and that still rings in the ears of those 
who survived. : 

Reagan isn’t mentioned in 
David Weissman’s important and 
moving new documentary about 
San Francisco's early response to 
the AIDS epidemic, We Were Here 
— although his communications 
director Pat Buchanan and Moral 
Majority leader Jerry Falwell get split- 
second references. We Were Here isn't 
a political polemic about the lack of 
governmental support that greeted 


the onset of the disease. Nor is it a 
kind of cinematic And the Band Played 
On that exhaustively lays out all the 
historical and medical minutiae of 
HIV’s dawn. (See PBS Frontline’s 
engrossing 2006 The Age of AIDS for 
that.) And you'll find virtually noth- 
ing about the infected world outside 
the United States. 

A satisfying 90-minute docu- 
mentary couldn't possibly cover all 
the aspects of AIDS, of course, even 
the local ones. Instead, Weissman’s 
film, codirected with Bill Weber, 
concentrates mostly on AIDS in the 
1980s and tells a more personal and, 
in its way, more controversial story. 
What happened in San Francisco 
when gay people started mysteriously 
wasting away? And how did the epi- 
demic change the people who lived 
through it? 

The first question provides the 
narrative framework of the film. In 
the beginning, we're introduced to 
five quintessentially San Franciscan 
characters, identified only by their 
first names: Ed, Paul, Daniel, Guy, 
and Eileen. As they tell their stories 
about how and why they came to San 
Francisco, and familiar-yet-still-strik- 
ing archival photos of an unfettered 
1970s Castro District fill the screen, 
you begin to realize Weissman’s 
impressive canniness in choosing to 
focus on these wise and almost pre- 
ternaturally calm people, who turn 
out to be major players in the horror 
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David Weissman’s We Were Here reveals the personal side 
of how the AIDS epidemic effected San Francisco, from the 
freewheeling gay 1970s, right, through the activist ’80s. 
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that slowly engulfs the film. (And We 
Were Here is indeed structured like 

an excellent horror flick, with subtle 
early notes of discord foreshadowing 
the graphic images to come. The only 
thing missing is the screaming.) 

Guy, for example, is Guy Clark 
of the legendary Guy’s Flowers in 
the Castro. He leads the story from 
the “San Francisco (Be Sure to Wear 
Flowers in Your Hair)” era through 
the flower-bedecked funerals of the 
stricken — touching for a moment on 
the reaction in SF’s African American 
community — before bearing witness 
to a recent miraculous recovery, a man 
actually rising from a wheelchair to 
walk again. Other participants tell 
the stories of SF General Hospital’s 
groundbreaking AIDS Ward SB/5A, 
the Shanti Project, Visual AIDS, and 
the “San Francisco model” of multi- 
faceted, compassionate care for AIDS 
victims before treatment became 
available. 

The tales are well told and 
expertly woven together, as in 
Weissman’s earlier doc The Cockettes. 
But where We Were Here really hits 
home is in its foregrounding of many 
unspoken or buried truths about 
AIDS (one of which is that people 
who lived with HIV back then were 
awfully candid about what was hap- 
pening to their bodies.) 

AIDS was annoying — it just 
went on and on. Participant Ed talks 
honestly about how he had to give up 


caring for patients out of exhaustion. 
AIDS hit gay people where it really 
hurt: their vanity. The whole thing 
really fucked with your look. AIDS 
was bewildering. Suddenly people 
who had dropped out and run away to 
the Gay Mecca had to become medi- 
cal experts, their recreational chemi- 
cals replaced with excruciating con- 
coctions of exotic panic treatments. : 
And women actually existed during 
AIDS. One of the most touching 
stories is about how the lesbian com- 
munity rushed to donate blood. 

The biggest act of emotional 
archeology, however, is the acknowl- 
edgement that some good came of 
AIDS. Not just in the well-known 
sense that it brought a marginalized 
community together and showed gay 
people as humans. It also person- 
ally transformed the narrators. Most 
of them found their calling, maybe 
lifelong satisfaction, during the AIDS 
crisis. We Were Here will affect view- 
ers on a deep level, perhaps allowing 
many to weep openly about what 
happened for the first time. But it’s a 
testimony as well to the absolute cra- 
ziness of life, and the strange places it 
can take you — if you survive it. srac 


WE WERE HERE OPENING PARTY with 
Rufus Wainwright Fri/25, 7:30 p.m., 
$25. Castro Theatre, 429 Castro, SF. 
Film plays the Castro Theatre through 
March 3. www.castrotheatre.com, 
www.wewereherefilm.com 
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trash pop culture news, notes, and reviews 


Naughty girls 
(need love too) 


SCANDAL! Flaubert’s 
Madame Bovary is one of 
those pillars of French culture 
whose dismissal might well get 
you deported. (Deservedly.) 

It has inspired innumerable 
adaptations and co-optations, 
including a Hindi musical, 

a VeggieTales episode, and a 
postmodernist novel posing 
as a nonfiction memoir-liter- 


| ary homage (Julian Barnes’ 


Flaubert’s Parrot). Its film 
incarnations have been reset 
everywhere from Portugal to 
Argentina to Rye, N.Y., attract- 
ing directors as celebrated 

as Jean Renoir and Vincente 
Minnelli and actresses as dis- 
parate as emotional heavy-lifter 
Pola Negri and chilly, twiggy 
Isabelle Huppert. 

A few notches below that 
lofty company is 1969’s The Sins 
of Madame Bovary, a German- 
Italian coproduction with 
the era’s requisite mixture of 


| dubbed multinationals — none 


very well remembered now 

— which is being issued this 
month by South San Francisco’s 
CAV. Distributing. Despite its 
lurid title, this is a fairly faith- 
ful, if uninspired, version of 
the novel directed by journey- 
man Hans Schott-Schébinger, 
whose less-than-illustrious prior 


| credits included something 


called The Pastor with the Jazz 
Trumpet (1962). 

It was a last career stop for 
him, but just the beginning 
for star Edwige Fenech, an 
Algerian-born beauty contest 
winner of Maltese and French 
extraction who would be the 
face that launched a thousand 
European exploitation movies 
— well, a lot of them anyway 
— over the next decade-plus. 
(Never entirely retired, she 
recently had a cameo in 2007's 
Hostel: Part II.) Through all 
her giallos and sex comedies, 
Fenech, a brunette with a jones 
for heavy mascara, gamely 
deployed her beauty in various 
stages of undress, revealing a 
curvy figure with considerably 
less discretion than Flaubert 
allowed the tragic ninny he 
both pitied and ridiculed. 


It’s probably on the shelf 
of every junior-high library 
now, but the original Madame 
Bovary was hugely scandalous 
— not just in her fictive world 
of bourgeois discontent, but in 
the salons, government offices, 
and courts of actual mid-19th 
century France. Couched in the 
most exquisite prose, her hap- 
less infidelities — spurred by 
the fatal error of having mar- 
ried a nice, very dull country 
doctor — brought charges of 
immorality against author and 
original publisher (when it 
was serialized in a magazine) 
that came close to throw- 
ing the future pal to George 
Sand, Turgenev, and Emperor 
Napoleon ITI in prison. 

Who knows how many 
titillated readers tried to emu- 
late Emma B.’s suggested shag 
in a closed horse-drawn car- 
riage only to discover their 
design in that era would in all 
likelihood make that exercise 
conducive to unpleasant con- 
tortions and muscle cramps? 
Perhaps that was another of 
Flaubert’s little jokes — as a 
many-mistress'd lifelong bach- 
elor who'd explored the length 
of the Kinsey Scale (yet never 
truly moved out of his mother’s 
house) and had the venereal 
souvenirs to show for it. Yet one 
suspects he would have found 
the subsequent graphic sexuali- 
ties of later banned books Lady 
Chatterley's Lover, Ulysses, Tropic 
of Cancer, etc. to be merely vul- 
gar. (Dennis Harvey) 


Monthly Music 
Rehearsal Studios 


1255 21ST ST. 
OAKLAND, CA 
(510) 406-9697 


OaklandMusicComplex.com 
oaklandmusiccomplex@gmail.com 


Peter Murphy of Bauhaus 
Miami Horror Live! 

80's Prom Animal Benefit 
ety 2 Dublin 

Frite Nite w/Ana Sia 
Mount Kimbie 

— & Saint Vitus 


Trentemoller 
The Go! Team 
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IN THE GRAND LOBBY AND GALLERIES, FRI, FEB 25, 8-11 PM 
GOOD FORTUNES: SONG DONG OPENING NIGHT PARTY 


Presented hy the SF Bay Guardian 


Celebrate Chinese New Year and the opening of YBCA’s new 
exhibition! Sip cocktails and enjoy musical entertainment by San 
Francisco-based electronic artist Jonas Reinhardt, plus fortune 
cookies and party surprises from the Asian Heritage Street 
Celebration. Visit www.YBCA.org/song-dong. 


IN THE GALLERIES, FEB 26-JUN 12 


SRT 
DAD AND MOM, DON'T WORRY ABOUT US, WE ARE ALL WELL 


Asolo exhibition by Chinese conceptual artist Song Dong, including 
videos, photography, a newly commissioned work and the much 
heralded large-scale installation Waste Not, comprised of over 10,000 
items collected by the artists’s mother over the course of more than 
iN T-Me [-Let-[e [1 


IN THE ROOM FOR BIG IDEAS, FEB 26-JUN 12 


DAILY LIVES 


CURATED BY ABBY CHEN, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR OF THE CHINESE CULTURE CENTER i 


A mini-residency of four Chinese and Chinese-American artists, Daily 
Lives examines the reality and occasional sublimity of everyday 
existence through a variety of sensory experiences. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts 
701 Mission St @ 3rd, SF 94103 
415.978.ARTS or www.YBCA.org 


¢ Please Visit 
cafedunord 
ne | .com 
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Private Rental 
Dinner ‘til 11PM 
“WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 23RD SPM $15/S16 (INDIE) 
NOISE POP 2011: 


VERSUS 

TELEKINESIS ¢ THE LOVE LANGUAGE 
BURNT ONES 

THURSDAY FEBRUARY 24TH SPM $14 (INDIE) 
NOISE POP 2011: 

FILM SCHOOL 

APEX MANOR 

GREGORY AND THE HAWK 

MELTED TOYS 

FRIDAY (SOLD OUT) FEBRUARY 25TH 7PM $20 (INDIE) 
UPSTAIRS AT THE SWEDISH AMERICAN HALL: 
NOISE POP 2011: 


ALEX! MURDOCH 

BART DAVENPORT 

SARAH LEE & JOHNNY ¢ SILJE NES 
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 25TH SPM $13 (INDIE) 
NOISE POP 2011: 

TAMARYN 

THE BLACK RYDER : 

THE SOFT MOON ¢ WAX IDOLS 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 26TH SPM $12/S14 SOLD OUT 
(INDIE) ALL AGES 

NOISE POP 2011: 


HOW TO DRESS WELL 
DOMINANT LEGS 
SHLOHMO * CHELSEA WOLFE 


SUNDAY, MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY 
FEBRUARY 27TH & 28TH, MARCH 1ST & 2ND 
7:30PM $12-$20 SLIDING SCALE (ROCK) ALL AGES 


BLUE BEAR SCHOOL OF 
MUSIC SHOWCASES 


WEDNESDAY MARCH 2ND 8PM $16 (INDIE) ALL AGES 
UPSTAIRS AT THE SWEDISH AMERICAN HALL: 


HOLCOMBE WALLER 
& SPECIAL GUESTS 


{ALBUM RELEASE SHOW) 
THURSDAY MARCH 3RD 9PM $14 (INDIE) 
KALX PRESENTS: 


A HAWK AND A HACKSAW 
SIOUX CITY KID 

FRIDAY MARCH 4TH 9:30PM $10 (ROCK) 
STRANGELOVE (DEPECHE MODE 
TRIBUTE) / ERASURE-ESQUE 
SANITY ASSASSINS (BAUHAUS TRIBUTE) 
SATURDAY MARCH STH 9PM $20 (FUNK/BLUES) 


NEW ORLEANS MARDI GRAS COSTUME PARTY 
FEATURING: 


-ZIGABOO MODELISTE: 

| KING OF THE FUNKY DRUMS 
KOFY BROWN 
SUNDAY MARCH GTH SPM $10 (ROCK) 
CRAWLER / MANIFEST 
(EP RELEASE) 
THE SHEENS 


MONDAY MARCH 7TH 9:30PM $13/$15 SOLD OUT 
(HIP-HOP) ALL AGES 


MACKLEMORE & RYAN LEWIS 

WITH SPECIAL GUEST: BLUEPRINT 

TUESDAY MARCH 8TH 9PM $12 (ROCH/POP) 

THE MAKEPEACE BROTHERS / 

RAINING JANE 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 9TH 9:30PM $10 (INDIE) 

EMILY JANE WHITE / HELENE 

RENAUT (RECORD RELEASE) 

ED MASUGA 

THURSDAY MARCH 10TH 9PM $10 (INDIE) 

WAVE ARRAY / ASH REITER 

(DOUBLE CD RELEASE SHOW!) 

BUCKEYE KNOLL 

FRIDAY MARCH 11TH 9PM $10/S12 (ROCK/ 

AMERICANA) 

TRUTH & SALVAGE CO. 

PIRATE RADIO 

THE SHANTS 

SATURDAY MARCH 12TH 9PM $15 (ROCK) 

ZOO STATION: THE COMPLETE 
s U2 EXPERIENCE 

THE MINKS ¢ BANG-ON 

MONDAY MARCH 14TH 8PM $10 (ROCK) 


THE SMITHS INDEED 


2170 MARKET STREET * 415.861.5016 
Box Office Now Open for Phone Sales ONLY 
Mon-Fri, 2-6pm 


ARTS + CULTURE 


Spirit and soul 


Cody ChesnuTT moves past The Headphone Masterpiece 


to create freely in new ways 


By D. Scot Miller 
arts@sfbg.com 


MUSIC Having uprooted from his native 
Atlanta to chase his musi- 
cal dreams in L.A., Cody 
ChestnuTT and his band, the 
Crosswalk, landed a deal with 
Hollywood Records and got 
as far as recording and mixing 
a debut album, Venus Loves a Melody, before 
things went south. In 2002, ChestnuTT took 
his bass, drum machine, keyboard, guitar, 
organ, microphone, and headphones into his 
bedroom and single-handedly crafted his debut 
album, The Headphone Masterpiece (Ready Set 
Go). The 99-minute double CD contained 39 
songs that ranged from Southern-fried rock to 
hip-hop, and was laced with enough dastardly 
and divine deeds to provoke any listener. All 
of it was written, produced, and performed by 
ChesnuTT on his four-track cassette recorder. 

The success of the album is evident in how 
it permeated the American fabric. ChestnuT'T’s 
fame soared when Grammy Award-winning 
band the Roots decided to cover his song “The 
Seed” for its 2002 album Phrenology, with 
ChestnuT'T on guitar and vocals. The video for 
“The Seed (2.0)” was nominated for an MTV 
Video Music Award and an MTV 2 Award. 
The Headphone Masterpiece was nominated for 
the Shortlist Music Prize in 2003. ChesnuTT’s 
music figured in Miranda July’s Me and You and 
Everyone We Know (2005), and his performance 
in the Dave Chappelle movie Block Party (2005) 
was a throwback to the days of Wattstax. Thom 
Yorke of Radiohead considers ChesnuT T a musi- 
cal genius, and the opening riff to Headphone 
Masterpiece’s “Look Good In Leather” has 
become a ubiquitous commercial ditty. 

Though ChesnuTT continued to tour and 
release singles, it wasn’t until his 2010 reemer- 
gence project, the six-track EP Black Skin 
No Value (Vibration Vineyard), that he truly 
returned, brandishing a lyrical approach that 
had evolved beyond the more “profane” con- 
tent of Masterpiece. In his words, “the EP was a 
social commentary rooted in spiritual and soul 
traditions.” Due later this year, his next album, 
Landing On a Hundred, promises to be as passion- 
ate and powerful as the rest of his work. On the 
eve of a show at Yoshi’s, I caught up with him. 


SFBG Why did you title your EP Black Skin 

No Value? 

Cody ChesnuTT I wanted to form something 
that was ironic. To blend all I think could be 

a literal application to what I feel is going on. 
We're facing a low perception of self-worth in 
the community — from media, the justice sys- 
tem, and so many different things — and at the 
same time the content of the body of work itself 


from “Serve This Royalty” to “Smoke and 


is in stark contrast. We have to recognize that 
there’s value in acknowledging or addressing the 
issue. Off the top, it was an ironic approach to 
deal with what I feel is a crisis in the community. 


SFBG Although there's community focus in the 
album, most of the songs seem intimate. 

CC Yeah, it’s straightforward. I wanted to take a 
sound-bite songwriting approach. Straight to the 
point, to cut through all the noise we're hearing 
in the media right now. Something that awak- 
ens the spirit in some way, or opens chakras that 
make sure youre really paying attention to what 
we're facing right now. 


SFBG Somewhere between rock, funk, folk, 
soul, hip-hop, and experimental sounds, The 
Headphone Masterpiece amd its success left you 
in an interesting position in the world of music. 
I know you didn’t cultivate this crossroad or 
gray area, so how do you work within it? 

CC I don’t think about it. I just create. I do 
know that the last experience put me in a 
position where I had some advantages as 
an artist that gave me room to do what 

I wanted to do. That’s the beauty of my 
career — it set me up to go either way. 
Gave me the freedom to create whatever I 
wanted to create. What’s your take on it? 


SFBG In The Headphone Masterpiece 
you're able to show so many sides in an indus- 
try that demands two-dimensionality. You go 


Love,” then you write “Bitch, I’m Broke” and 
throw, in a lullaby to your son. You're showing 
yourself as a fully-formed human being. I feel 
that kind of complexity confuses the machine. 
CC I think that is to my advantage. I was 
hoping, and still hope, that it will inspire 
other people to look at the humanity of it all. 
To not be so focused on sure-thing in-the-box 
marketing. I think exposing the range of human 
emotion makes the landscape much more interest- 
ing. Not to get too deep into the philosophical 
aspects of creativity, but I’m reading a piece on 
Nietzsche's self-criticism and The Birth of Tragedy, 
and [Nietzsche is] saying that after the first three 
Greek tragedies, there were no more to create 

— the rest are just copies That’s why we need 

to expose the range and bring in new content, 
because, in my opinion, certain subject matter has 
been exhausted. There’s more to explore within 
the spirit. It’s what drives me to do what I do. 


SFBG What can we expect from your show? 

CC I’m playing all new material with a 10-piece 
band. I’m really interested into tapping into that 
root soul music. The kind of music that heals, 
the kind that touches. It’s what I want to feel 
and hear right now. And there seems to be a 
consensus that people really want something 

a little more substantive, closer to that feeling 


26 SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN | SFBG.COM | INDEPENDENT, LOCALLY-OWNED | FEBRUARY 23 - MARCH 1, 2011 


} 


at 
ty 

ow 

Ne * 


4 
4. J 


Cody ChesnuTT: “I just want to contribute to 
what I think is a renaissance, a resurgence, 
a restoration, so to speak, of soul.” 

PHOTO BY CHRISTIAN ERICSON 


that they had when they were growing up. Right 
now is an interesting time to bring back that 
healing vibration, that element. I’m not the only 
one doing it. I just want to contribute to what I 
think is a renaissance, a resurgence, a restora- 
tion, so to speak, of soul. So much of the soul 
has been sapped out of our music. srac 


CODY CHESNUTT 

Sat./26, 8 and 10 p.m.; $25 
Yoshi’s San Francisco 
1330 Fillmore, S.F. 

(415) 655-5600 
www.yoshis.com 
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Back to the streets 


The Mission and the revolution, as lived and told by Roberto Vargas : a 


Coronel knew an old man in Granada who said 
(who often said): 
‘I wish I were a foreigner, so that I 
Could go home 
— Zero Hour, Ernesto Cardenal 


LIT I first came into contact with the work of poet Roberto 
Vargas a couple of years ago, when I saw his face, 
projected several stories tall, on a wall just off 
Valencia Street. 
I was riding my bike to the Day of the 
Dead procession when I came across filmmaker 
Veronica Majano screening historical footage of 
the old Mission District on the wall of Dog Eared 
Books. The footage of Vargas was from a movie called Back to the 
Streets, and it showed a Latino hippie fest in Precita Park circa 
1970. Long-haired Chicanos smoked weed and danced and played 
bongos on the grass while Vargas read from a stage. On today’s 
Valencia Street, Vargas was a ghost returned from a long-lost 
Mission, now standing twenty feet tall on the bookstore’s wall, 
reading a powerful poem that angrily denounced the SFPD for 
the mysterious death of a Mission Latino youth in police custody. 

The film of Vargas was a beautiful snapshot of Latino youth 
culture in the neighborhood before gang violence and genttifica- 
tion, like a Mission High School yearbook scene from an exhila- 
rating era of Latino selfdetermination. In 1970, the Free Be. Siete 
movement was feeding the:community at a free breakfast program 
out of St. Peter's Church on Alabama Street and had started: free 
clinics and legal aid programs in the Mission. In the years to fol- 
low, the neighborhood would seé the founding of the Mission 
Cultural Center and Galeria de la Raza and the inception of many 
of the neighborhood's now world-famous mural projects. — 

Looking at the groovy scene in the park, it was hard to imag- 
ine that just a few short years later, Vargas and other kids from 
the Mission would be fighting alongside the Sandinistas in the 
jungles and mountains of Nicaragua. Yet the utopian promise of 
the era's poetry, art, and youth culture in many ways culminated 
in the guerrilla war in which Vargas and other poets from San 
Francisco would fight and ultimately — in 1979 — help defeat 
the forces of Nicaraguan dictator Anastasio Somoza. 

On Feb. 24, the day of his 70th birthday, Roberto Vargas 
makes a rare return to San Francisco to perform in a poetry event 
at the Mission Cultural Center in honor of that Nicaraguan soli- 
darity movement of the 1970s. A video will be shown of footage 
from that struggle — classic scenes of Vargas and others taking 
over the Nicaraguan consulate in San Francisco; of the famed 
nightly candlelight vigils at 24th and Mission BART Plaza in 
support of the Sandinistas — and Vargas will be reunited on 
stage to read with old poet friends like Lawrence Ferlinghetti, 
Diane di Prima, Alejandro Murguia, and Vargas’ old compafiero 
from San Francisco State University’s Third World Liberation 
Front, actor Danny Glover. The event is not open to the public. 
Invitations have been given out and the small MCC theater’s 150 
seats have already been filled. Yet the event provides an oppor- 
tunity to publicly honor Roberto Vargas’ contributions to the 
Mission, and to reflect on the hopes and dreams of Mission past. 


POETRY AND REVOLUTIONARY VISION 

Poetry was a part of Vargas’ world from the beginning. Vargas 
was born in Nicaragua, but came to the United States when he 
was a small child. In his 1980 collection of poems Nicaragua Te 
Canto Besos, Balas, y Suenos, he writes of “living in an offbeat alley 
called Natoma Street (where I always imagined a lost Mayan city 
existed beneath the factories).” By the late 1950s, Vargas may 
have been the first Mission District Latino Beat poet. “I gradu- 
ated from Mission High School in 1958 and used to hang out in 
North Beach, going around to see all the poets,” he says. “I met 


Allen Ginsberg when I was just a 19-year-old kid running around 
in North Beach. Diane di Prima, Bob Kaufman, Ted Berrigan 
— all the major poets knew me when I was in my teens.”- 

After a stint in the U.S. Marine Corps and an attempt at a 
boxing career that ended with a detached retina (an injury that 
also helped him avoid the Vietnam-era draft), Vargas went to SF 
State, where he was heavily active in the student strike of 1968- 
69. Students walked out of campus and battled riot police while 
standing on picket lines for five months to demand an ethnic 
studies program at the university. 

In the spirit of the times, Vargas and other poets — including 
a young Mission Chicano named Alejandro Murguia — joined 
the Pocho-Che Collective to publish poetry by local Latino poets. 
The poets went to cut sugar cane in the Venceremos Brigade in 
Cuba. They put out small poetry chapbooks in the Mission, full 
of poems that linked Che Guevara's call for Third World revolu- 
tion with the experience of the Chicano barrios of the United 
States in a new vision tropical. In the era after the SF State strike, 
the city started funding community arts projects in the ghettos. 


Allende caused the young poets to organize rare formal readings 
at Glide Memorial Church in protest. “We had several big ones 
there,” he says. “There was a broad range of poets — Michael 
McClure, Fernando Alegria, Jack Hirschman, Bob Kaufman, 
Janice Mirikitami all read. There was a line going down the block 
to get in.” 

In addition to their mentor, Alegria, Vargas, and Murguia 
also knew one of their heroes, the Nicaraguan Marxist poet and 
priest, Ernesto Cardenal. Cardenal lived under the Somoza dic- 
tatorship in a sort-of internal exile in a religious artist commune 
called Solentiname. Vargas wanted to bring Cardenal to read in 
the United States, but Somoza would not allow the poet, who was 
critical of the Nicaraguan dictator, to travel outside the country. 
Vargas went to his old pal Ginsberg for help. 

“Because Allen knew me when I was a kid, he helped me with 
my organizing for Nicaragua,” says Vargas. “Allen was part of PEN, 
and in 1973 or ‘74 he went to the State Department with other 
writers to put pressure on [Anastasio] Somoza. Eventually Somoza- 
relented and we brought Cardenal to New York for a reading.” 


ad 


Poet, teacher, activist, and revolutionary Roberto Vargas helped build the Mission Cultural Center, and this 
week he returns to it for an event honoring the Nicaraguan solidarity movement of the 1970s. 


Like all classic zines, the first copies of Pocho-Che were scammed, 
in this case late at night at Vargas’ new job in the Mission's 
Neighborhood Arts Program. In the years to come, the group 
would eventually publish hardbound books by Vargas, Nina 
Serrano, and others. 

Today, Murguia is a professor in the ethnic studies program 
at SF State that the strikers fought to originate. He is the author 
of the American Book Award-winning short story collection This 
War Called Love (2002) and the memoir The Medicine of Memory 
(2002). He remembers, “The poetry scene was incipient, very 
young, and the readings weren't always very formal. Sometimes 
they were at community events or protest rallies. But we had 
contact with Latin America. We knew people who had been in 
Chile, like Dr. Fernando Alegria.” 

Alegria was a poet who had been the cultural attaché to the 
U.S, under Allende in Washington. Vargas recalls, “Alegria had 
myself and some other young poets come to Chile and spend a 
month or two studying with [Pablo] Neruda. But, of course, our 
plans were canceled by the coup in Chile.” 

Murguia remembers the September 1973 coup in Chile that 
overthrew the popularly elected Socialist democracy of Salvador 


The poetry of Cardenal was a north star to the young 
Mission poets. Cardenal’s epic 1957-60 masterwork Zero Hour 
is perhaps the literary foundation of revolution in Nicaragua. 
Influenced formally by Ezra Pound, Zero Hour weaves a sprawl- 
ing history of Somozan oppression and U.S. intervention in 
Nicaragua together with lyrical imagery of Nicaragua's natural ~* 
beauty and wildlife. The poem creates a poignant sense that 
Nicaraguans, unable to enjoy and own these natural riches, had 
under Somoza become exiles within their own country. 

Of particular interest to the young Mission poets, though, 
was Cardenal’s Homage to the American Indians (1969), a book- 
length meditation on the glory of Mayan and North American 
native civilizations. “For us, the work of Cardenal was very 
important,” says Murguia. “Homage to the American Indians is a 
continental vision of Native Americans — everything from the 
San Blas Indians of Panama to the Indians of Omaha to the 
Indians of Mexico City and Peru.” 

In Homage, Cardenal evokes a lost Indian Utopia“so demo- 
cratic that archaeologists know nothing about their rulers,” where 
“their pyramids were built with no forced labor, the peak of their 
CONTINUES ON PAGE 28 » 
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Vargas cont, 


civilization did not lead to an empire, and the word wa// does not 
exist in their language.” He writes: 


But how to write anew the hieroglyph, 
How to paint the jaguar anew, 

How to overthrow the tyrants? 

How to build our tropical acropolis anew 


Cardenal’s poems of this lost glorious past were to Vargas 
more pointedly a vision of a Latin American utopia that can 
also be regained in the future. In Cardenal’s work, says Vargas, 
“There is a longing for the simplicity of that civilization — the 
creativity, the innocence, the tribalism. Can we get it back after 
all the dictatorships, after all that capitalism has done? Cardenal 
showed us what we were, what we had, what we lost.” 

Under Cardenal’s influence, the Mission poets turned seeing 
lost Mayan cities beneath the city’s factories into a literary move- 
ment. By 1975, members of Pocho-Che had started a magazine 
called E/ Tin Tan with Murguia as editor and Vargas as contribu- 
tor. E/ Tin Tan presented a sweeping utopian vision of a border- 
less invisible Latino republic united culturally and politically 
under the sign of the palm tree. The poets situated the capital of 

“this world right here in the Mission District. 

“To tropicalize the Mission — to see it as a tropical pueblo 
— was a political act of defiance and selfdetermination,” says 
Murguia. “We were saying that we put this particular neigh- 
borhood — our pueblo, in a way — not in a context of North 
American history but in the context of Latin American history. 
The history of the eastern U.S. doesn’t affect California until 
1848 when the first illegal immigrants came to California — not 
from the South, but from the East. 

<~ “El Tin Tan,’ Murguia continues, “was probably the first 
magazine that was intercontinental in scope, a combination 
of politics and literature and art and different trends from 
the Mission to Mexico City to Argentina and everywhere in 
between.” He proudly recalls that it ran the first North American 
essays on Salvadoran poetry, and translated and printed a short 
story by Nelson Marra, a writer imprisoned by the Uruguayan 
dictatorship. 

Yet for all its international perspective, E/ Tin Tan remained 

Airmly rooted in the Mission. Columns by Nuyorican poet Victor 
Hernandez Cruz and news of the assassination of Salvadoran guer- 
rilla poet Roque Dalton ran side by side with the first comics by 
future Galeria de la Raza founder Rene Yaiiez, all folded between 
wildly colorful cover art by neighborhood favorites like the famed 
Chicano artist Rupert Garcia and the muralist Mike Rios. 

“The magazines were colorful — tropical — on the outside, 
but very political on the inside,” says Murguia. “That was a meta- 
phor for our own work.” . 

By this time, Vargas had become an Associate Director at the 
SF Arts Commission. From within City Hall, he started to pump 
city arts money into the Mission, helping to fund projects like 
Mike Rios’ mural of the people holding BART on their backs 
at 24th and Mission BART Plaza and the Balmy Alley Mural 
Project — art that can still be seen in public today. 

Once, Vargas commissioned a Chuy Campesano mural for 
the Bank of America building at 22nd and Mission. “I read a 
poem called “Boa” and had the crowd dancing and chanting, Es 
/a Boa, Es la Boa,’ says Vargas. “We were trying to say, ‘You made 
your millions off our farmers, but now you are on owr turf in the 
Mission here in occupied Mexico. So we'll put hieroglyphics on 
the walls of your bank like we used to do!’ Someone from the 
bank tried to take the mic from me and cops came and escorted 
us out.” 

Vargas's story of the mural’s dedication ceremony captures 
the bravado of the era. “It was a beautiful time, all of us young 
and thinking we were going to change the world. We wanted to 
change the world through culture.” 

The poets organized the community to demand a neighbor- 
hood’s arts center, too. In 1977, the dream was realized when the 
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City, with pressure from Vargas from within City Hall in the 
Arts Commission, purchased an old, five-floor furniture store at 
24th and Mission to be made into the Mission Cultural Center. 
Murguia became the center's first director. 
The Mission utopia was becoming a reality for Vargas. In 
Nicaragua Te Canto, he wrote: 


We used to drive 

Our lowered down Plymouths and Chevys 
On top of the breast of a mountain to 
Make love and drink wine... Never 
Knowing what was going to happen after 
Mission High School 


The Mission is now an expression of real culture, a many-faceted 
being ... both plus and minus with the soul of a human rainbow ... My 
people watching slides of Sandino and Nica history ... White children 
wearing guarachas and afros trippin’ down the streets to party. Young 
Salvadoran poets discussing the assassination of Roque Dalton ... The 
Mission is now an implosion/explosion of human color, of walls being 
painted by muralistas. There is a collective feeling of compassion for 
each other Nicas Blacks Chicanos Chilenos Oppressed Indios. The sense 
of collective survival, histories full of Somozas, Wounded Knees writ- 
ten on the walls. 


Southern Front 


Alojanairo Murguéa 


Ernesto Cardenal 


revolutionary who led resistance against U.S. occupation of 
Nicaragua in the 1930s, La Frente Sandinista de Liberacion 
Nacional (FSLN) — or the Sandinistas, as they were popularly 
known — began guerrilla activities in late 1974 by taking govern- 
ment officials and Somoza relatives hostage in a raid on the house 
of the minister of agriculture. They received a $2 million ransom 
and had their communiqué printed in the national newspaper. 
Thus was born the Sandinista revolution. 

In the Mission, Vargas, Murguia, and others were in touch 
with La Frente, and began organizing Sandinista solidarity rallies 
to coordinate with La Frente’s actions in Nicaragua. Out of offic- 
es in the Mission Cultural Center, along with E/ Tin Tan, the 
poets published a newspaper called La Gaceta about the situation 
in Nicaragua. The paper had a circulation of 5000 copies and was 
available for free all over the district. The sight of pro-Sandinista 
rallies at 24th and BART Plaza became so common that the 
plaza was popularly nicknamed Plaza Sandino. 

Vargas organized takeovers of the Nicaraguan consulate in 
San Francisco and traveled the US, speaking about Nicaragua. 
Yet, soon, this kind of support didn’t seem like enough. In 
Cardenal’s poetry, victory was inevitable. Cardenal had written 
that Indian time was circular, that “history became prophecy,” 
and that therefore the “empire will always fall.” He had also 


Alejandro Murguia (left) wrote about his experiences in the Sandinista Revolution in the 1991 book Southern 
Front. The writings of Ernesto Cardenal (right), including the book Zero Hour, was an inspiration to Mission 


poets such as Murguia and Roberto Vargas. 


In Zero Hour, Cardenal wrote of Nicaragua's trees and birds 
and lakes, and their call to revolution, as seen from its mountains: 


What's that light way off there? Is it a star? 
Its Sandino’s light shining in the black mountain 


Vargas, the excited Mission kid, echoed in his work: 


Tonight I am sitting on a mountain called Bernal Hill... 
Tonight I see the flames of America Latina spreading from here ... 


STRUGGLE AND VICTORY - AND STRUGGLE 
Perhaps inevitably, the Latin American Utopia Vargas and com- 
pany created in poetry would seem so tantalizingly close to actu- 
alization that they would be forced to pick up the gun and fight 
for its existence. 

When the enormous earthquake of 1972 left Nicaragua's 
capital, Managua, in ruins, Nicaraguan refugees flocked to 
SF's Mission District. Soon, San Francisco was home to more 
Nicaraguans than any place on Earth outside of Nicaragua. The 
family of Anastasio Somoza had controlled Nicaragua with brutal 
repression for generations. Somoza’s embezzling of relief funds for 
earthquake victims led to increased revolutionary activity against 
his rule. Taking their name from Augusto Sandino, a Nicaraguan 
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written, “The hero is reborn when he dies. And the green grass 
is reborn from the ashes.” In poetry, Vargas and Murguia found 
inspiration to go to war. 

In 1976 and 1977, Mission District residents, in solidarity 
with the FSLN, began quietly leaving San Francisco to join up 
with La Frente and pick up the gun in the Sandinista Revolution. 
Among them were Roberto Vargas and Alejandro Murguia. 

“Tt was very romantic,” says Murguia. “If you grew up in the 
time after Che’s death, when you had Che’s figure calling for 
“1,2,3, many Vietnams” and a lot of different armed struggles 
going on all over Latin America, then it would seem logical, I 
think, if you were kind of young and crazy, that you would want 
to participate in some of these situations besides just doing soli- 
darity work or organizing rallies. Also, the coup in Chile crushed 
our generation's hope for electoral.change in Latin America.” 

Today, Murguia tries to situate the poets’ embrace of armed 
struggle within the spirit of those long ago times, but one senses 
that Vargas would not hesitate to join a guerrilla war tomorrow 
morning. When I ask him how the young poets made the leap 
from verse to bullets, he is incredulous at the question. 

“We had to fight! There was no other way!” Vargas says. “We 
had the historical perspective and as a people we were worthless if 
we let that situation stand. We had our own books out. But are we 
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really revolutionary poets if we just sit back and collect our 
laurels?” 

Murguia compares the Sandinista war with the 
Spanish Civil War, when there were many interna- 
tional brigades in which writers had been involved. He 
suggests the poets went to war because they were poets. 

“If you knew the situation intimately in Nicaragua and 
you were reading Cardenal’s poems,” he says, “it was 
easy to see the connection between poets and political 
necessity.” 

Vargas began organizing small, tight-knit cadres for 
battle in Nicaragua, recruiting his Sandinista guerrillas 
right off of the streets of the Mission. “I was secretive and 
I found them one by one,” he explains. “We were very 
clandestine and very compartmentalized. We never had 
more than a dozen people in our committee at once.” 

Men who were menial laborers in San Francisco 
would one day be among the most respected heroes of 
the Nicaraguan Revolution. “When I recruited Chombo 
[Walter Ferretti], he was a cook at the Hyatt Regency,” 
“Later, Chombo would become a head of 
national security in Nicaragua. Another recruit was a for- 
mer pilot, so I went to talk to him where he pumped gas 
at 21* and South Van Ness. That was Commandante Rail 
Venerio. After the triumph of 1979, he would become the 
Chief of the Nicaraguan Air Force.” 

When in San Francisco, Venerio later served as the 
editor of La Gaceta. In Nicaragua, the former gas sta- 
tion attendant became a real hero. “They got an airplane 
and attacked the National Palace,” says Vargas, laughing. 
“They hit it and split, and got away — real Mission boys!” 

Before heading off to join La Frente, Vargas’ recruits 
would undergo a regimen of training and political educa- 
tion, an informal boot camp largely hidden in plain sight 
in the Bay Area. 

“Tt was primitive,” remembers Murguia. “We didn’t 
really have someone with a military background to train 
us. We got just guns at pawn shops on Mission Street and 
practiced shooting at the firing range in Sharp Park down 
in Pacifica. We worked out with a friend who was a black 
belt in karate.” 

Murgujia says the most difficult part of training was 
the daily pre-dawn run of five laps around Bernal Hill. 
“We would run up the hill counter-clockwise — because 
that way is more difficult,” he says, “and we would wear 


says Vargas. 


these combat boots we bought at Leed’s Shoes on Mission.” 


Besides being a part of physical conditioning, the run 
was a litmus test of the recruits’ commitment. “Doing 
activity like that is almost impossible if you're not really 
psychologically into it,” says Murgufa. “Try running five 
times around Bernal Hill! You start wondering after your 
third lap, ‘Goddamn! Why am I doing this?’ Especially 
when no one is forcing you to do it!” ‘ 

When I ask if the daily jog of 10 or 12 Latino men 
in combat boots on the hill at sunrise did not attract any, 
uh, attention, Murguia shrugs. “There were less people on 
the hill in those days,” he says. He recalls that the Mission 
cadres trained in complete anonymity: “We got money to 
rent planes and we took turns learning to fly the planes 
around the Bay Area. Nobody suspected anything because 
nobody knew anything about Nicaragua then.” 

When I try to imagine a phalanx of Sandinistas at 
dawn on today’s Bernal Hill, surrounded by a crowd of 
early morning dog walkers, I can’t help but laugh. But the 
cadre’s training was deadly serious, and Murguja says its 
value was far more than psychological. “What I discov- 
ered when I went to the Southern Front was that our San 
Francisco cadres were some of the most advanced in the 
war,” he explains. “We understood the political situation 
and the tactic of insurrection and we had a minimum of 
physical conditioning. But some of these other cats, man! 
They literally just walked in off the street!” 


For a time, Murguia remained the director of the 
Mission Cultural Center, while making regular trips to 
fight in Nicaragua. In 1977, Vargas resigned from the Arts 
Commission and went to battle for six or seven months. 
He and Murguia would spend the next couple of years 
rotating back and forth from the war front in Nicaragua 
to their solidarity work in the Mission. Murguia describes 
his entry into Nicaragua, his stay in various guerrilla safe 
houses in Costa Rica, and his experiences in the war in his 
1991 American Book Award-winning fictionalized mem- 
oir, Southern Front. 

Though Murguia says the actual military war on the 
ground was largely a stalemate between the Sandinistas 
and the Somozas’ National Guard, the Sandinistas were at 
last able to triumph through international pressure, strate- 
gic military victories, and a general strike. Somoza fled in 


July of 1979, and the Sandinistas entered Managua victori- 


ous on July 19 of the same year. Cardenal’s poem “Lights” 
describes the city as seen from a plane that brought the 
elder poet into a Managua free from the Somoza family’s 
rule for the first time in 43 years. In Managua, street graf 
fiti declared, E/ triunfo de la revolucién el triunfo de la poesia. 

Vargas and Murguia, however, did not enter Managua 
with the victorious army. The Southern Front did not go 
to Managua, and Vargas had recently been sent back to 
the U.S., to coordinate a simultaneous take over of the 
Nicaraguan consulates in major U.S. cities from coast to 
coast to coincide with the victory in Managua. 

Vargas’ work for Nicaragua did not end with victory. 
The Mission High kid now found himself serving in the 
new revolutionary government as cultural attaché to the 
United States. “I was jailed in the takeover of the DC 
consulate,” Vargas says, laughing, “but then I came back 
several months later fo serve there!” 

The voluble poet grows uncharacteristically silent 
when I ask him what it felt like to actually win the war. 

“To win?,” he asks, pronouncing the word as if he was 
hearing it for the very first time. “Well... it’s like taking 
off a huge load, man. Like taking mountains off your 
back.” He is silent for a bit and then adds, “But what do 
you win? You win the right to continue the struggle.” 

“To win was to reach the objective of getting rid of the 
Somoza family once and for all,” Vargas says. “But it was 
not really a win/lose situation.” Indeed, the Sandinistas 
inherited a country in ruins and in debt, with an estimated 
50,000 war dead, and 600,000 homeless. Nicaragua's left- 
wing powers would become an obsession for the Reagan 
Administration, who for the next ten years offered heavy 
financial assistance and training to the Contras, a coalition 
of pro-Somoza and anti-Sandinista guerrillas who fought 
to overthrow the revolutionary government. The U.S. 
strangled Nicaragua’s economy with a trade embargo like 
it employed against Cuba. In reality, for the Sandinistas, 
the war literally never ended. 

“Somoza bombed everything in Nicaragua before he 
left the country. Reagan was spending — what? — $100 
million a year annually against us at that time?” says 
Vargas. “They spent so much for a decade to destroy our 
little country.” 

Nonetheless, poetry remained in the forefront of the 
Nicaraguan revolution. Cardenal was named Ministry 
of Culture, and he instituted poetry workshops across 
Nicaragua as part of a highly successful literacy campaign 
that raised literacy from just 12 percent to over 50 percent 
in the first 6 months of the revolutionary government. 
Soon, poetry was being written and taught in the tiniest 
villages and in the fields. 

“We tried,” Vargas says bluntly. “We were doing very 
important land reform, incredible stuff for the economy. 
But it was dangerous to be a good example. We had the 
potential, but we had to hold off this enormous power [of 
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Vargas cont, 


the U.S.] for decades. Ultimately, we had to step back so they would not destroy 
Nicaragua.” 

In 1990, Nicaraguan voters, weary of war and economic misery, chose 
to elect FSLN President Daniel Ortega’s U.S.-backed opponent, Violetta 
Chamorro, in the presidential election. “We lost the elections,” says Vargas. 
“But we had to allow them to demonstrate that we were not like Cuba or other 
revolutions. We lost beautiful young men and women to get that liberty.” 

I ask Vargas to consider the successes and failures of the Nicaraguan revolu- 
tion. He pauses and then seemingly changes the subject, excitedly telling me of 
the time he brought Ginsberg to meet the Sandinista soldiers. “Ginsberg was 
fascinated by the Sandinistas,” says Vargas, “And he wanted to see what he had 
been supporting on my behalf all these years. So I took him to the fighting 
along the Honduras border in 1984, during the Contra war.” 

When Ginsberg went to the war zone, he brought not a rifle but a concer- 
tina. “I took him to meet these young soldiers in a trench. They see Allen with 
the concertina and they were like, “Who the hell is ¢Ais guy?’ I told them he was 
a very famous poet. At once, they all started taking bits of paper out of their 
pockets that #hey had written poems on and started reading them to Allen. So 
there we are, with these soldiers in the trench with their rifles reading poetry, 
and Allen just wailing away on this concertina!” 

I think of the strange road from Cardenal’s vision of lost Mayan cities to 
Vargas’ dreams of a Bernal Hill utopia to Ginsberg listening to soldiers’ poetry 
in a Nicaraguan trench, and I see that Vargas has answered my question with 
his own, the question asked by revolutionary poetry. 


LOST CITIES, AND NEW ONES 

The lost moment with Ginsberg in the trenches is like a missing chapter out of 
Roberto Bolafio’s Savage Detectives. Indeed Vargas’ story in many ways embod- 
ies that of Bolafio’s exile poet generation, of which he wrote, “They dreamed of 
a Latin American paradise and died in a Latin American hell.” Except for one 

crucial difference: Vargas is very much alive and still fighting. 

Today, Vargas still puts in a tireless 50-hour work week as a labor organizer 
for the American Federation of Teachers in San Antonio, TX. During our 
conversation, he excitedly tells me of an action he is organizing for next month, 
a march of teachers on the Texas capital to protest budget cuts to education. “I 
camp out in the teacher's lounge and talk to them when they are on break,” he 
says. “I signed up 50 new members last week!” 

As he nears 70, the poet shows no signs of slowing down. “I can't afford 
to!,” he says. “My youngest son is only 17. When I get finished putting him 
through college, then maybe I can take a break.” 

But work seems like more than necessity to Vargas; political struggle is the 
central theme of his life’s work. “Work, work, work, Erick,” he tells me. “That 
is what we have to do. I could go back and forth about what went wrong in 
Nicaragua, but there is more work to do and I have to stay positive. It is all part 
of the process.” 

When Vargas comes back to the Mission Cultural Center this week, he 
will literally return, full circle, to a building he helped build. “We had no 
money to hire laborers, so we'd be there with our kids ev ery weekend, building 
the pl ace,” he remembers. 

One of those kids was Vargas’ son, Mission poet Ariel Vargas, who will 
read in public with his father for the first time this week. “Cardenal baptized 
him when Ernesto came to bless the new Mission Cultural Center in 1977, 
Vargas says. “He had offered to baptize any children who also might be there. 
In the end, there was a line of families around the block on 24" Street who had 
brought their children for Ernesto Cardenal to baptize. Ariel had already been 
there every weekend on his hands and knees sanding those huge gymnasium- 
like floors with us. The Mission Cultural Center is still there and that is our 
monument.” 

As he discusses the Mission, Vargas forgets the problems of the Nicaraguan 
revolution and begins talking nonstop again at last. He comes back to the sto- 
ries that started our conversation. 

“You know, I lived.at 110 Mullen on Bernal Hill,” he says, his excitement 
gathering. “Mike Rios was my neighbor. Rene Yaiiez lived on the block. So it 
was all happening right there! Carlos Santana lived down the block at around 
180 Mullen or something. We used to hear him and his band j jamming all the 
time. The Arts Commission had a ~ truck and E d take it out to Precita 
Park and put the stage down for Carlos to play on.” 

I think of Cardenal’s vision of the repeating cycle of time, the promise that 
the empire will always fall and the hero will always be reborn. Much in the 
Mission has changed. But Vargas, the old poet, still looks out from Bernal Hill 
today and sees lost cities beneath the surface. sac 
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This time it’s personal 


Third time’s a charm for Tim Cohen’s Magic Trick 


By Kimberly Chun 
arts@sfbg.com 


MUSIC The wee small hours of the 


a.m., when the rest of 


the world is deep in 
Z's, is magic time for 
Tim Cohen. “Most 
of my profound 
musical moments have 
come very early in the morning, not 
being able to sleep and being woken 
up by a weird dream or nightmare,” 
verifies the leader of the now-defunct 
Black Fiction, co-songwriter of the 
Fresh and Onlys, and proud papa of 
Magic Trick (Captured Tracks). He 
casts clear gray eyes — taking every- 
thing in like fully open apertures 

— out the front window of Cafe 
Abir, pint on hand and orange cap 


squashed over his brow while sunlight 
brushes away gray, stormy skies. 

One such sonic turning point 
came in about 2002, when Cohen was 
visiting his parents in Richmond, Va., 
After buying a clutch of John Fahey 
LPs from a thrift store that day, he 
dreamt of driving through the “spi- 
derweb-like complex” of a suburban 
business park. All around him women 
standing at the tops of the buildings 
were jumping to their death. Startled 
awake, he put on the first album he 
saw — Fahey’s Vol. 4: The Great San 
Bernardino Birthday (Takoma, 1966) 
— and, with his headphones on, 
drifted back to sleep to the sound of 
acoustic fingerpicking and then the 
backwards guitar of “Knott’s Berry 
Farm Molly.” This time he was driv- 
ing the dream in reverse, cruising 
backward as the suicides jumped back 
onto the buildings. 

“I woke up and swore off playing 
with a pick,” Cohen declares today. 

“T went on this several-year run of 
writing fingerpicked acoustic songs, 
waking up and realizing there are so 
many possibilities to this guitar.” 

Those sorts of dawn revelations 
are the reason Cohen says he bolted 
awake in his Left Coast bed for no 
explicable reason on the morning of 
9/11 — and why he advises suscep- 
tible listeners, in the notes for his 
third solo album and its accompany- 
ing double 7-inch EP, Bad Blood (also 
on Captured Tracks), that they should 
listen to the music in the comfort 
and terror of morning darkness. And 
it may be the reason why he ever- 
so-sweetly wails on Magic Trick’s 
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Tim Cohen: “Most of my profound musical moments have come 
very early in the morning, not being able to sleep and being 


” 


“Sweetheart,” “Don't be afraid of my 
heart/ I’m not afraid of the dark.” 


“That's the time of day when 
you're most like a sponge,” Cohen 
explains, as busy Divisadero Street 
bustles outside. “Every experience you 
have, whether it’s ecstatic or traumat- 
ic, it’s going to stick with you.” 

There’s more than a bit of a seer 
in Cohen, who says he’s making a 
practice of being open. to collabora- 
tions with, say, bassist Shayde Sartin 
in the Fresh and Onlys (note: Cohen 
refuses to cop to being either Fresh or 
Only) and to inspiration when it hits 
him, which is often. “I have a lot of 
songs coming out me,” he says mat- 
ter-of-factly. 

Fortunately, Cohen has iPhone’s 
voice memo at the ready to capture 
scraps of melody and a Tascam 388 
in his amazingly tidy bedroom studio 
to record with, high in the gnome’s- 
cap fairytale tower of his Western 
Addition Victorian, surrounded by 
360-degree bird’s-eye windows over- 
looking SF. Cohen’s own intriguing, 
intricately detailed drawings decorate 
the walls of the flat, much as they do 
the covers of his solo LPs, coexisting 
easily alongside Cubs memorabilia. 
He's recorded much of his music here 
— and it’s legion, including hip- 
hop projects the Latter, Hattattack, 
Feller Quentin, and the semi-active 
Forest Fires Collective; psych combo 
3 Leafs; and the “druggy” Window 
Twins, which will release a full- 
length this year. 

With the help of bassist-key- 


boardist Alicia Vanden Huevel 
(Aislers Set), drummer James Kim 
(Kelley Stoltz), and Noelle Cahill, 
Magic Trick may be Cohen's most 
refined, effortlessly endearing record- 
ing to date, His dark, pretty, strangely 
exhilarating lovestruck songs dip 
deliciously into cockeyed folk rumina- 
tions (“I Am Never Going to Die”), 
curious psychedelia (“New House 

in Heaven”), throwback 1960s pop 
with a three-way wink (“Don’t Give 
Up’”s whimsical “When three people 
lie down together/ They're trying 

to make a good thing better/ Good 
things happen all the time”) and 
scorched-earth country (“The 
Flower,” based on the songwriter’s 
real-life experience of eating a poi- 
sonous lily in mid-flirt), with Cohen 
hitting new almost-heartbreaking 
highs with his disarmingly rough- 
hewn vocals and wiseacre-y wise-fool 
wordplay. 

Modern lovers, take heed. This 
time it’s personal for Cohen, who 
enjoys a nice, sturdy alias as much as 
the next MC. That's why his name is 
On it. sec 


TIM COHEN 

With Holy Shit, Puro Instinct, Sam Flax 
and Higher Color, DJ Jimi Hey 
Thurs/24, 9 p.m., $5-$8 

Great American Music Hall 

859 O’Farrell, SF 

(888) 233-0449 

www.gamh.com 


$7 


wbse ia 
PROJECT 
PRESENTS 
CONFUSE- 
A-TRON 


ONGOING ACTIVITIES 6-9 PM* DOORS 5 PM 
ECSTATIC WORKSHOP MASHUP FEATURES SIMULTANEOUS DROP-IN SESSIONS 
ON MAKING KIMCHI CONVERTING MELONS INTO AMPLIFIED DRUMS + 
PLANT CLONING *& + THE APPLICATION (AND STYLING) OF TRANIMAL DRAG 
MAKEUP “& PROGRAMMED BY MARK ALLEN 
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GALLERIES OPEN UNTIL 9 PM 

EVA HESSE: STUDIOWORK * LOOKING AT 
WHISTLER * EMILY ROYSDON/MATRIX 235 * 
QING DYNASTY CHINESE PAINTING 


. Ce 


FRIDAY NIGHT FILM @ PFA THEATER 


$9.50, ADD'L FEATURE $4; FREE ADMISSION TO L@TE WITH SAME-FRIDAY PFA TICKET 


SILENT COMEDIES OF THE 1920s 


7 PM wrx paoto cHERCHI USAI/JUDITH ROSENBERG, PIANO 
(U.S., RUNNING TIME 105 MINS, INCLUDING LECTURE) 


MERCI POUR LE CHOCOLAT »:05 pm 


CLAUDE CHABROL (FRANCE/SWITZERLAND, 2000; 99 MINS) 


eee ese see ee eee ees Ce) 


GET MORE bampfa.berkeley.edu/late 


BAM/PFA: 2626 BANCROFT WAY *% PFA THEATER: 2575 BANCROFT WAY 


Ce eC et ee) 


L@TE is made possible in part by Bank of America, and the 
continued support of the BAM/PFA Trustees. 


Media Sponsor: GUARDIAN 
SFBG-COM 


TE 
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98k FBAMCISES 


SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - ~ EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 2/23 - SATURDAY 2/26 
FROM CHELSEA LATELY AND GET HIM TO THE GREEK! 
TJ MILLER 
NICK VATTEROTT, MARY VAN NOTE 
TUESDAY 3/1 


Eanes COMEDY ALLSTARS 
THIS AD! KIRK MCHENRY, JOHN HOOGASIAN, 


JANINE BRITO, CHRIS BURNS 


FROM CHELSEA LATELY AND WEB SOUP! 


CHRIS HARDWICK 


ALEX KOLL, KELLEN ERSKINE 


a 


FACEBOOK. COM/PUNCHUNESF + THITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESE » COSBSCOMEDY COM » ASOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
TEL OUR » 20ROK MMU + AL SHONSWELNEND SIRECTIO GUAGE » CALL FOR SHOW TIMES © 415-397-PLSF 


ale 


San Francisco's Premiere Comedy Club! 


MARCH 3-6 
ARIES SPEARS 
From“MadTv" 


WEDNESDAY 3/2 - SATURDAY 3/5 , | 


WEDNESDAY 3/9 - SATURDAY 3/12 
WINNER OF LAST COMIC STANDING! 


FELIPE ESPARZA 


CARLA CLAYY, RODRIGO TORRES 


29 YEARS OF 
STAND-UP COMEDY! 


MARCH 10-12 


FEBRUARY 24-27 Sle 
WHITNEY 
CUMMINGS MARCH 17-20 


PAUL MOONEY 


18& OVER °2 DRINK MINIMUM © ALL SHOWS ARE SUBJECT 10 CHANGE 
CALL FOR SHOWTIMES 415.928,4320 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO 


2801 L WORTH STREET 


FRIDAY 
FEBRUARY 25th 
AN DUFF PRESENT 


SATURDAY 
FEBRUARY 26th 


DJ 
CHRIS 
CLOUSE 


Bottle Service | Birthdays | Private Events 


415.775.5110 
theparlorsf.com 


for calendar of events and information 
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L.A. confidential 


Patrick Warburton on The Woman Chaser 


— and Dragonard 


By Dennis Harvey 
arts@sfbg.com 


FILM Patrick Warburton occupies 
his own special niche. 
s3\\ He is a big (6 feet, 
3 inches), hirsute, 
square-jawed 
kinda white guy 
— the kind who saved 
screaming ingénues from gorillas or 
Martians in 1950s B flicks — who's 
flourished parodying macho blow- 
hards. Who doesn’t love Warburton? 
People who don’t know who he is, 
obviously. 

They probably know him regard- 
less, if not by name. First widely 
noted as Elaine’s emotionally deaf 
boyfriend on Seinfield, in recent years 
he’s starred in successful network 
sitcoms Rules of Engagement and Less 
than Perfect. They followed The Tick, 
a short-lived Fox superhero parody 
series everyone loved but the viewing 
public. He’s voiced various characters 
on Family Guy (a man’s gotta work), 
as well as loftier toons including 
The Venture Bros., Kim Possible, and 
Scooby-Doo! Mystery Incorporated, 
playing Buzz Lightyear in Toy Story 
spinoffs, as well as endearing villain 
Kronk in The Emperor's New Groove 
(2000). 

The Emperor's New Groove 
reunited him with Eartha Kitt, also 
a costar in his screen debut: 1987's 
WTF Mandingo (1975) rip-off 
Dragonard, in which he played a race 
traitor Scottish hunk on an 18th 
century Caribbean slaving isle popu- 
lated by such punishing extroverts as 
boozy Oliver Reed, chesty Claudia 
Uddy, and creaky Pink Panther boss 
Herbert Lom. This campsterpiece 
features steamy sex intercut with 
chicken sacrifice, a character called 
“Manroot,” appalling homosexual 
caricatures, much library music, and 
other incitements to drinking-game 
joy. (Start trolling eBay for used 
VHS copies now.) 

These days, Warburton is pro- 
moting a past project he’d rather 
remember: 1999’s The Woman Chaser, 
billed as both his leading-role debut 
(hello! Dragonard!!) It was definitely 
the first feature for Robinson Devor 
(2005’s Police Beat, 2007’s Zoo), one 
of the most stubbornly idiosyncratic 
and independent American directors 


to emerge in recent years. 

Derived from nihilist pulp 
master’s Charles Willeford 1960 
novel, this perfect B&W retro-noir 
miniature sets Warburton’s antihero 
to swaggering across vintage L.A. 
cityscapes. Sloughing off an incestu- 
ously available mother and other 
bullet-bra’d she cats, his eye on one 
bizarre personal ambition, he’s a vin- 
tage man’s man bobbing obliviously 
in a sea of delicious, droll irony. 
Warburton appears with Devor at 
the Roxie for The Woman Chaser's 
theatrical-revival opening night. I 
caught up with the actor via phone 
last week. 


SFBG Did The Woman Chaser Aave 
a significant impact on your career? 
Patrick Warburton It should have. 
We debuted at the New York Film 
Festival, an amazing experience, then 
went to Sundance. The film got a 
nice little art house release in 15 or 
20 cities. But after that, there were 
ownership issues, [and] it never went 
to DVD. So the audience has been 
extremely limited. 


SFBG Yer a whole lot of people here 
seem to know and love it. 

PW Of course I’ve always known San 
Francisco and its residents to possess 
far more beauty and art and culture 
than this desolate hell-hole we call 
Los Angeles. 


SFBG Were you at all familiar with 
Charles Willeford before? 

PW No, my first peek was Rob 
Devor’s screenplay adaptation, 
which was originally entitled King 
Size, then went back to the original 
[novel’s] title. 


SFBG: A strange title, because the 
hero isn't chasing women. In fact, he's 
completely self—absorbed and alarmin gly 
misogynist. 

PW No, this isn’t about a guy chas- 
ing women. I guess that’s the way 
you sold a pulp novel back then, 
putting a man with a topless woman 
in a convertible on the cover of 

a paperback with a title like The 
Woman Chaser — even though 
Willeford’s interests were much 
more psychological. I was [36] years 
old, playing this role had my sexual 
interest at an all-time low. I didn’t 
get it. Meanwhile the actor, Patrick 
Warburton, was probably knocking 


Z 


Best-known for his roles on Seinfeld and The Tick, Patrick 
Warburton turns in a shoulda-been-star-making performance in 
1999’s The Woman Chaser. 


one off in his dressing room once a 
day back then. 


SFBG: Once? 

PW Well, I was eating whatever 

the fuck I wanted, cuz this guy is a 
chain-smoking, whiskey-drinking car 
salesman. I got heavier than I'd ever 
been in my life, about 250 pounds. 
My wife was not pleased. [This char- 
acter] was certainly an odd fellow, a 
misogynist. 


SFBG How did you get involved? 
PW My agent said “Here's a script,” 
I met Rob, and we clicked. What's 
interesting is it was right after the 
ninth season of Seinfeld. Anything 
else coming my way was because of 
that. But [Devor] had never seen an 
episode — I still don’t know if he 
has. 


SFBG The movie does an incredible job 
recreating 1960 L.A. on a budget. 

PW It was a grind. We'd procured a 
handful of permits, but mostly just 
ran into locations with our guerilla 
crew and stole shots. Rob really did 
have a vision. When you're working 
long hours, you're not getting paid a 
dime, you're working with a director 
who has such a specifica idea what he 
wants — he’s going to be a little bit 
of a pain in the ass. But it’s an expe- 
rience I've come to appreciate over 
time. Because I’ve been on the other 
side, where you can't believe what 

a piece of garbage you're a part of. 
That movie was what it was wholly 
because of Rob. He’s truly an artist. 
You don't get such opportunities very 
often in this business. We've talked 


about [working together] again, and 
the right thing hasn't come up. But I 
would love that more than anything. 


SFBG: On another subject, I must 
quote 12 words of dialogue: 
being a slave is a man more dignity than 
being free!” So ungrammatical, for start- 
ers. Please reveal every last thing about 
Dragonard. 

PW Oh, God. It was the first thing I 
ever did, and I knew after that expe- 
rience ... well. You have to be able 

to accept it. The most you can ask 
for [in this industry] are experiences 
where you learn and in the end get a 
great product. Like doing The Dish 
(2000) in Australia was great. I spent 
quality time with Sam Neill and 
Geoffrey Wright, then this delight- 
ful film came out of it. But with 
something like Dragonard, if you're 
going to grow as an actor, you've got 
to just shit it out. You've got to say, 


“Sometimes 


not only is this the most awful movie 
ever made, but I am the worst thing 
in it. sFec 


THE WOMAN CHASER 

Feb. 25—March 3, 7 and 9:15 p.m. (also 
Sat/26, 2 and 4:30 p.m.), $$5-$9.75 
Roxie 

3117 16th St., SF 

(415) 863-1087 

www.roxie.com 


————— 
MORE AT SFBG.COM 


Pixel Vision: 
Complete Patrick 
Warburton interview. 
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Let’s leave the others behind and dance the night away — just you and me and about three or four hundred friends should be fine. Left to right, MikeQ revamps vogue 
for the 21st century, Eugene Tambourine messes with disco DNA, Forest Green celebrates Cute Fang’s birthday, and Le Loup delivers sexy As You Like It. 


Party of one 


By Marke B. 
superego@sfbg.com 


SUPER EGO Gotta say it: the 
weekend after a holi- 
day weekend is the 
best for clubbing. 
Less pressure, more 
drink specials, fewer 
amateurs. Not that I 
have anything against newbies: like 
space girls, they're easy, but please. 
A ton of epic shit I don’t remember 
happened over the Presidents’ three- 
day -- hopefully not a Bush three- 
way -- but if it involved the word 
“epic” I’m certainly glad I don't. 
Crowded parties are totally my thing 
(and the gigs I’m recommending 
below will surely feel cozy), but if I 
get elbowed in the boob one more 
time at the bar, I’m gonna go Yoko 
Ono. I definitely look forward to the 
myriad hot happenings this weekend 
to have more room for my quick 
steps and sidekicks on the dance 
floor — and to not involve the word 
“sick,” either. Let’s get into it. 


SHUTTER: 
>» THE MASQUERADE OF 
THE RED DEATH 
“He had come like a thief in the 
night. And one by one dropped 
the revellers in the blood-bedewed 
halls of their revel, and died each 
in the despairing posture of his 
fall.” With a tagline that baroque, 
how can you refuse? This masked 
ball is one of the most beguilingly 
glamorous nights of the year, as 


DJs Omar, Justin, and Nako of 


monthly dark wave party Shutter 
play for a crowd that seesaws gor- 
geously between Louis Quatorze 
and Siouxsie Sioux. Powdered wigs 
in full effect, yall. 

Wed/23, 10 p.m., $5. Elbo Room, 647 


Valencia, SF. www.elbo.com, Facebook: 


Shutter Red Death 


> RED BULL SF THRE3STYLE 
“Who’s the best on the decks in 
SF?” the energy drink has the 
temerity to ask. It also has the 
bulls to back up the interroga- 
tive. But this time they're getting 
wingy with the straight-up DJ 
battle rules for its Thre3style 
competition: Each contestant gets 
a 15-minute set, but the catch is 
that set must contain at least three 
different genres of music. (Good 
luck identifying individual genres 
in this day and age, but that’s for 
judges Shortkut, Hakobo, Trevor 
Simpson, and DJ Jazzy Jeff — yes, 
that one -- to figure out.) Before 

I start to sound all product place- 
menty, the reason I’m stoked for 
this is because the Red Bull folks 
have picked competitors from 
scenes as disparate as dyke elec- 
tro, glitch-step, and indie-breaks 
— and it will be a treat to see them 
jam out of their comfort zones. 
The winner will go on to rep the 
city at the National Finals in Las 
Vegas. Competing for the taurine 
crown: Platurn, B. Cause, Natalie 
Nuxx, Eric Sharp, Jeffrey Paradise, 
Goldenchyld, Solomon, and Dials. 
Thu/24, 8 p.m., $10-$15. DNA Lounge, 
375 11th St., SF. www.dnalounge.com 


> AS YOU LIKE IT 

The luscious intelligent techno 
party emerges from the under- 
ground to get all official and 

stuff at Public Works. This night 
promises wide appeal: In the main 
room, Berlin techno hero Ben 
Klock heads up a showcase of his 
Klockworks label, with DVS1 

and As You Like It residents 
Christina Chatfield and Mossmoss. 
Meanwhile upstairs there'll be 
some disco-y deepness happen- 
ing, with Rich Korach, Conor, 
Lovefingers from NYC, and a 

DJ who never fails to twist my 
silky sonic panties up into a ball, 
Parisian cutie Le Loup from the 
Wolf + Lamb label. (Arooo!) This 
party is known for its immersive 
visual environment, so prepare to 
be dazzled. 

Fri/25, 9 p.m.-4 a.m., $15-$20. Public 
Works, 161 Erie, SF. www.publicsf.com 


> MIGHTY REAL: FRANKIE 
KNUCKLES 
The Godfather of House beams 
in from Chicago with that 1000- 
kilowatt smile and a bag full of 
music history. I’ve heard him when 
he’s moody and orchestral, I’ve 
heard him when he’s raw and funky 
— lately he’s been epertly combin- 
ing both, and throwing on a few 
breathtaking and unclassifiable 
rarities to boot. The sound of now 
is bending back towards his turn- 
table style, so you'll leap ahead just 
by hearing him. DJ David Harness 
opens up the deep soul at this 
mixed and welcoming shindig. 
Sat/26, 10 p.m.-3 a.m., $15-$20. 
Mighty, 119 Utah, SF. 
www.mighty119.com 


> EUGENE TAMBOURINE 
AND HARD FRENCH DJS 
The fab Hard French soul-stompin’ 
vinyl 45s party, which overruns the 
El Rio patio every month, has been 
on hiatus for the winter. It offi- 
cially returns on March 5, but until 
then, soak up the indoor glory as 
Hard French DJs Brown Amy and 
Carnitas hit the monthly retro Go 
Bang party. Also: Highly recom- 
mended from NYC by the likes of 
turntable legends Danny Krivit and 
Nicky Siano comes the man known 
as Eugene Tambourine, a disco 
re-editor and house geneticist who 
knows his way around dance floor 
sounds of yore. Residents Steve 
Fabus, Sergio, and Tres Lingerie 
keep it all steamy. 
Sat/26, 9 p.m.-late, $5. Deco Lounge, 
510 Larkin, SF. www.decosf.com 


FOREST GREEN'S CUTE 
FANG BIRTHDAY PARTY 
Possibly the sweetest DJ and beat- 
smaker in the universe, Forest 
Green (www.forestgreen.org) is 
surely one of the busiest. Daly City 
Records’ resident fuzzy bunny, she’s 
been hopping around the world 
with her high-energy, slightly 
spiritual brand of good ol’ techno 
and breaks since the big rave days 
of yore. Her recent music, on her 
label Cute Fang, is totally entranc- 
ing and brings a funky electro vibe 
without going overboard into easy 
bangers. She’ll be celebrating Cute 
Fang’s birthday with a lineup of 
lovely guests (with fangs!), includ- 
ing DJ Icon, DJ Denise, Dragr fly, 
Influence, Smoove, Tek 9, and Lick 
the DJ. Who, besides the most 


toady among us, would pass up 


> 


Lick the DJ? (I have no idea who 
that is but I like it.) 

Sat/26, 9 p.m., $5. Shine, 1337 
Mission, SF. www.shinesf.com 


> MIKEQ AND KARIZMA 
Children, vogue music has changed 
— and 24-year-old MikeQ from 
New Jersey is pushing “the Ha” 
forward. The digital age and a 
more aggressive style of ball walk- 
ing have thrust voguing as far away 
from Madonna's 1990 halcyon 

days as possible. The new style, 
which takes its inspiration from 
Masters at Works’ pounding “The 
Ha Dance” from 1991 but chops 
and samples kiki beats and voices*~ 
into a deliciously abstract salad, is 
clearing the floor for new music- 
makers like MikeQ’s fellow stylists 
Angel X of Atlanta, B.Ames of 
Houston, the bamabounce collec- 
tive from Birmingham, Alabama, 
and the mother of all contem- 
porary vogue beats innovation, 
DC’s Vjuan Allure. MikeQ adds a 
devilish sense of humor that helps 
appeal to queens and beat junk- 

ies alike (ans those like me, who 


‘are both at once.) As for Karizma, 


back in 2003 when I was com- 
pletely addicted to streaming sets 
from DeepHousePage.com, he put 
some heavy Baltimore voodoo on 
Donnie’s “Cloud 9” that I'll never 
forget. Now he’s transitioned to a 
smoother yet still bumping sound. 
The combination of these two 
should turn the monthly Icee Hot, 
party out. srec a 
Sat/26, 10 p.m.-3 a.m., $10. SOM, 
2625 16th St., SF. www.som-bar.com 
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Music listings are compiled by Cheryl Eddy. 
Since club life is unpredictable, it’s a good idea 
to call ahead to confirm bookings and hours. 
Prices are listed when provided to us. Submit 
items for the listings at listings@sfbg.com. For 
further information on how to submit items for 
the listings, see Picks. 


WEDNESDAY 23 


ROCK/BLUES/HIP- HOP 


Admiral Radley, Typhoon, Social Studies, 
Fake Your Own Death Bottom of the Hill. 8pm, 
$14. Part of Noise Pop. 

Chuckle Berries, Shrouds, Hondettes, Elvis 
Christ Knockout, 9pm, $6. 

Coronas, Jamestown Revival Slim’s. 8pm, $13. 
Dan Deacon, Ed Schrader’s Music Beat, Sister 


MUSIC LISTINGS 


Crayon, Lily Taylor Rickshaw Stop. 8pm, $15. 
Part of Noise Pop. 

Geographer, Butterfly Bones, K. Flay, Funeral 
Party Independent. 8pm, $15. Part of Noise 
Pop. 

New Monsoon Yoshi's San Francisco. 7pm, 
$16. 

No Babies, Havarti Party, Arms N’ Legs 
Hemlock Tavern. 9pm, $5. 

+One Trio, Danny Heines, Los Angeles 
Television Milk Bar. 9pm, $5. 

Pendulum, Innerpartysystem Fillmore. 8pm, 
$25. 

Skinwalkers, Necronauts, Electric Shepherd 
El Rio. 8pm, $5. 

Sweet Chariot, Travor Childs and the 
Beholders, Love Dimension Hotel Utah. 9pm, 
$6. 

Trampled Under Foot Biscuits and Blues. 8 
and 10pm, $20. 


Versus, Telekinesis, Love Language, Burnt Ones 
Café Du Nord. 8pm, $16. Part of Noise Pop. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Cat’s Corner with Christine endl Nathan 
Savanna Jazz. 9pm, $10. 

Dink Dink Dink, Gaucho, Michael Abraham 
Amnesia. 7pm, free. 

Ben Marcato and the Mondo Combo Top of 
the Mark. 7:30pm, $10. 

Paula West and George Mesterhazy Quartet 
Rrazz Room. 8pm, $35. 


DANCE CLUBS 


~ Club Shutter Elbo Room. 10pm, $5. Goth with 
ee DJs Nako, Omar, and Justin 

by Booty Call Q-Bar, 456 Castro, SF; www.boo- 
tycallwednesdays.com. 9pm. Juanita Moore 
hosts this dance party, featuring D) Robot 
Hustle. 
Cannonball Beauty Bar. 10pm, free. Rock, 
indie, and nu-disco with DJ White Mike. 


ms. 


atey \ 


www.slims-sf.com 
333 11th St. btwn. Folsom & Harrison San Francisco 415/522-0333 


WED. FEB. 23 * DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 © $13 ADV. / $13 DOOR 


DEY THE CORONAS 


wy JAMESTOWN REVIVAL 


AN EVENING WITH 


ELI JEBIDIAH (POOR MAN'S WHISKEY), 
SEAN LEAHY (SEAN LEAHY TRIO), 


DAN LEBOWITZ (ALO/LEBO), JEFF MILLER (NEW MONSOON), 


RYAN SMITH (FOUR YEAR BENDER) AND 
DARIA JOHNSON (LONDON STREET/FOUR YEAR BENDER) 


FRI. FEB. 25 * DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 © S16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 


DEATH 


+o) YY > 4 


SAT. FEB. 26 DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 © $21 ADV. / $23 DOOR 


i adage «oe DEATH ANGEL 


LAZARUS A.D.-BONDED BY BLOOD 


MON. FEB. 28 » DOORS 7 / SHOW 7:30 © $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 


HELLOGOODBYE 


JUKEBOX THE GHOST 
GOLD MOTEL - NOW, NOW EVERY CHILDREN 


THURS. FEB. 24 * DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 © $13 ADV. / $16 DOOR 


GUITARMAGEDDON BLUES BALL 


pi lit FeaTurinc BR 


Hands Down! Bar on Church. 9pm, free. With 
DJs Claksaarb, Mykill, and guests spinning 
indie, electro, house, arid bangers. 

Jam Fresh Wednesdays Vessel, 85 Campton, 
SF; (415) 433-8585. 9:30pm, free. With DJs 
Slick D, Chris Clouse, Rich Era, Don Lynch, and 
more spinning top40, mashups, hip hop, and 
remixes. 

Mary-Go-Round Lookout, 3600 16th St, SF; 
(415) 431-0306. 10pm, $5. A weekly drag 
show with hosts Cookie Dough, Pollo Del Mar, 
and Suppositori Spelling. 

No Room For Squares Som., 2925 16th St, 
SF; (415) 558-8521. 6-10pm, free. DJ Afrodite 
Shake spins jazz for happy hour. 

Respect Wednesdays End Up. 10pm, $5. 
Rotating DJs Daddy Rolo, Young Fyah, Irie Dole, 
|-Vier, Sake One, Serg, and more spinning reg- 


gae, dancehall, roots, lovers rock, and mash ups. 


Synchronize || Pirata, 2007 16th St, SF; (415) 
626-2626. 10pm, free. Psychedelic dance 
music with DJs Helios, Gatto Matto, Psy Lotus, 
Intergalactoid, and guests. 


AMERICAN 


www.musichallsf.com 
859 O'Farrell St. btwn. Polk & Larkin San Francisco 415/885-0750 
THURS. FEB. 24 * DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 = $5 ADV. / $8 DOOR 


(((FoLxYEAH!))) presents: 
WINTER RESIDENCY NIGHT 6 FINALE 


HOLY SH*T 
PURO INSTINCT 


TIM COHEN’S MAGIC TRICK 


SAM FLAX & HIGHER COLOR: DJ JIMI HEY 


FR FEB. ee ee » 920 AON. / $20 DOOR 


Noise AESOP ROCK AND KIMVA DAWSON 
Gicivoeoscope 


SAT. FEB. 26 » DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 
AN EVENING 


JCB with MELVIN SEALS 


‘SUN. FEB. 27 NOISE POP 2011 BEN GIBBARD SOLD OUT—THANK YOU! 


FRI. & SAT. MAR. 4 & 5 
DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 * $30 ADV. / $35 DOOR 


ZERO: A CHANCE IN A MILLION 


STEVE KIMOCK, GREG ANTON, 
JUDGE MURPHY, CHIP ROLAND, 
LIAM HANRAHAN & SPECIAL GUESTS 


MON. & TUES. MAR. 7 & 8 
DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 * $26 ADV. / $26 DOOR 


DeEVotTcHKA 


A SOc wae fe WHITE BUFFALO (mon. ony) 


SOJA 


FRI. MARCH 4 » DOORS 7 / SHOW 7:30 * $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 
Be A cian : NORMA JEAN 
174) % 2 STICK TO YOUR GUNS 
IMPENDING DOOM - OF LEGENDS 


GUARDIAN 


PRISCILLA AHN (tues. omy) 


WED. MARCH 9 * DOORS 7:30 / SHOW 8 * $16 ADV. / $16 DOOR 


THE SWAY MACHINERY 


JEREMIAH LOCKWOOD OF BALKAN BEAT BOX 
COLIN STETSON OF ARCADE FIRE 


STUART BOGIE & JORDAN MCLEAN OF ANTIBALAS 


AND JOHN BOLLINGER OF BARBEZ 


KHAIRA ARBY 


All ages always! Great food! Great music! Paid Parking: For Slim's at Costco / For GAMH at AMC1000 Theater Garage 


Dinner tickets with reserved seating available at all shows. Limited Seating. Box offices open 10:30am - 6pm Mon. thru 

Fri. & show nights. ($7 service charge) Tickets on-line www.slimstickets.com and www.gamhtickets.com, 
For tickets by fax info, call 415/255-0333 (Slim's) / 415/885-0750 (GAMH) « Phone orders at 1-888-233-0449. ™ Baletwur 
Tickets for both clubs available at both box offices. All ticket sales are final-no exchanges/refunds. Limited access/seating for disabled & 
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THURSDAY 24 
ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


>> ”Eighth Annual Johnny Cash Birthday 

Tribute” Knockout. 8pm, $10. With Royal 

Deuces, B Stars, Misisipi Mike’s Midnight 

Gamblers, Gold Diggers, Los High Tops, and 

Careless Hearts. 

Everest, Red Cortez, All Smiles Hote] Utah. 

9pm, $8. 

Film School, Apex Manor, Gregory and the 

Hawk, Melted Toys Café Du Nord. 8pm, $14. 

Part of Noise Pop. 

>>) Floating Goat, Begotten, Hornss Hemlock 
Tavern. 9pm, $6. 

Guitarmageddon Blues Ball Slim’s. 9pm, $13. 

Hood Internet, Database Rickshaw Stop. 9pm, 

$21. Part of Noise Pop 

Led Zepagain Yoshi's San Francisco. 8pm, 

$16 

Leftover Crack, Rockfight, DHC Thee 

Parkside. 9pm, $12. 

Ted Leo, AB and the Sea, Kevin Seconds, 

Angel Island Bottom of the Hill. 8pm, $12. Part 

of Noise Pop. 

Pixel Memory, Kodacrome, Sex Admirals E| 

Rio. 8pm, $5. 

Johnny Rawls Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 10pm, 

$20. 

Stone Foxes, Voxhaul Broadcast, Ferocious 

Few, Soft White Sixties Independent. 8pm, 

$12. Part of Noise Pop. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Shelani Alix Café Royale, 800 Post, SF; (415) 
641-6033. 8pm, free. 
Derek Smith Latin Jazz Band and Dee 
Spencer SFSU Student Bands Savanna Jazz. 
7:30pm, $5. 
Organism featuring Jim Gunderson and 
“Tender” Tim Shea Bollyhood Café. 6:30-9pm, 
free. 
roi Jones Top of the Mark. 7:30pm, 

10. 
Paula West and George Mesterhazy Quartet 
Rrazz Room. 8pm, $40. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


Bhi Bhiman and Justin Farrin Revolution Café, 
3248 22nd St, SF; (415) 642-0474. 8:30pm, 
free. 

Bluegrass and old-time jam Atlas Café. 8- 
10pm, free. 


DANCE CLUBS 


Afrolicious Elbo Room. 9:30pm, $5. DJs 
Pleasuremaker and Sefor Oz plus guest 
Ohmega Watts spin Afrobeat, tropicalia, elec- 
tro, samba, and funk. 

Caribbean Connection Little Baobab, 3388 
19th St, SF; (415) 643-3558. 10pm, $3. DJ 
Stevie B and guests spin reggae, soca, zouk, 
reggaeton, and more. 

Drop the Pressure Underground SF. 6-10pm, 
free. Electro, house, and datafunk highlight 
this weekly happy hour. 

Guilty Pleasures Gestalt, 3159 16th St, SF: 
(415) 560-0137. 9:30pm, free. DJ TophZilla, 
Rob Metal, DJ Stef, and Disco-D spin punk, 
metal, electro-funk, and 80s. 

Funktastique Tunnel Top, 601 Bush, SF; (415) 
986-8900. 10pm, free. Rare grooves, funk, 
and electro-swing with Dr. Musco. 


Jivin’ Dirty Disco Butter, 354 11th St., SF; 
(415) 863-5964. 8pm, free. With DJs spinning 
disco, funk, and classics. 

Mestiza Bollywood Café, 3376 19th St, SF; 
(415) 970-0362. 10pm, free. Showcasing 
progressive Latin and global beats with DJ 
Juan Data. 

1984 Mighty. 9pm, $2. The long-running New 
Wave and 80s party has a new venue, featur- 
ing video DJs Mark Andrus, Don Lynch, and 
celebrity guests. 

Peaches Skylark, 10pm, free. With an all 
female DJ line up featuring Deeandroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, and Umami spinning hip hop. 
Red Bull Thre3style DNA Lounge. 8pm, $10-15. 
DJ contest with a closing set by D) Jazzy Jeff. 
Thursday Special Tralala Revolution Café, 
3248 22nd St, SF; (415) 642-0474. 5pm, free. 
Downtempo, hip-hop, and freestyle beats by 
Dr. Musco and Unbroken Circle MCs. 


FRIDAY 25 


ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 

Aesop Rock, Kimya Dawson Great American 

Music Hall. 8pm, $20. Part of Noise Pop. 

Apache, Vanishing Breed, Fangs Hemlock 

Tavern. 9:30pm, $6. 

Battlehooch, Nobunny, Exray’s, Downer 

Party Bottom of the Hill. 9pm, $12. Part of 

Noise Pop. 

>) Black Cobra, Futur Skullz, Hazzard’s Cure 
El Rio. 10pm, $8. 

Blisses B, Fierce Bad Rabbit, Hurricane 

Roses, Jonathan Meek and the Mutes Kimo’s. 

9pm, $5-7. 

Concretes, Birds and Batteries, Magic Bullets, 

Psychic Friend Rickshaw Stop. 8pm, $15. Part 

of Noise Pop. 

Death, Zolar X Slim's. 9pm, $16. 

Leftover Crack, Vacuum, Sharp Objects Thee 

Parkside. 9pm, $12. 

Lisa Loeb Yoshi’s San Francisco. 8pm, $30. 

Janiva Magness Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 

10pm, $22. 

Josh Ritter, Scott Hutchinson Fillmore. 9pm, 

$25. 

Tamaryn, Black Ryder, Soft Moon, Wax Idols 

Café Du Nord. 8pm, $13. Part of Noise Pop. 

Young Prisms Independent. 8pm, $13. Part of 

Noise Pop. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Black Market Jazz Orchestra Top of the Mark. 
9pm, $10. 

Sameer Gupta’s Namaskar Red Poppy Art 
House. 8pm, $15. 

Suzanna Smith and group Savanna Jazz. 
7:30pm, $8. 

Paula West and George Mesterhazy Quartet 
Rrazz Room. 8pm, $45. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


Albino!, Russ Liquid Elbo Room. 10pm, $10. 
“Americana Jukebox” Plough and Stars. 
9:30pm, $6-10. With Magnolia Row, Snap 
Jackson, and Knock On Wood Players. 
Baxtalo Drom Amnesia. 9pm, $7-10. 

Makru Revolution Café, 3248 22nd St, SF; 
(415) 642-0474. 9pm, free. 


DANCE CLUBS 


Afro Bao Little Baobab, 3388 19th St, SF; 
(415) 643-3558. 10pm, $5. Afro and world 
music with rotating DJs including Stepwise, 
Steve, Claude, Santero, and Elembe. 

CNY With Monsters of Bass Tour 103 Harriet, 
403 Harriet, SF; www.1015.com. 9pm, $15. 
With MartyParty, FreQNasty, and Opiuo. 

DJ Dtek Medjool, 2522 Mission, SF; www.med- 
joolsf.com. 10:30pm, $10. 

Duniya Dancehall Blue Macaw, 2565 Mission, 
SF; (415) 920-0577. 10pm, $10. With live per- 
formances by Duniya Drum and Dance Co. and 
DJs dub Snakr and Juan Data spinning bhangra, 
bollywood, dancehall, African, and more. 
Exhale, Fridays Project One Gallery, 251 Rhode 
Island, SF; (415) 465-2129. 5pm, $5. Happy 
hour with art, fine food, and music with Vin Sol, 
King Most, DJ Centipede, and Shane King. 
Fubar Fridays Butter, 354 11th St., SF; (415) 
863-5964. 6pm, $5. With DJs spinning retro 
mashup remixes. 

Good Life Fridays Apartment 24, 440 
Broadway, SF; (415) 989-3434. 10pm, $10. 
With D) Brian spinning hip hop, mashups, and 
top 40. 


Hot Chocolate Milk. 9pm, $5. With DJs Big Fat 
Frog, Chardmo, DuseRock, and more spinning 
old and new school funk. 

Hubba Hubba Revue: Around the World in 

25 Girls DNA Lounge. 9pm, $10-15. Burlesque 
performances. 

Psychedelic Radio Club Six. 9pm, $7. With 
DJs Kial, Tom No Thing, Megalodon, and 
Zapruderpedro spinning dubstep, reggae, and 
electro. 

Rockabilly Fridays Jay N Bee Club, 2736 20th 
St, SF; (415) 824-4190. 9pm, free. With DJs 
Rockin’ Raul, Oakie Oran, Sergio Iglesias, and 
Tanoa “Samoa Boy” spinning 50s and 60s Doo 
Wop, Rockabilly, Bop, Jive, and more. 

Some Thing Stud. 10pm, $7. VivvyAnne 
Forevermore, Glamamore, and DJ Down-E give 
you fierce drag shows and afterhours dancing. 
Teenage Dance Craze: The Number One 
Twisting Party in the Universe Knockout. 
10pm, $4. With DJs Russell Quan, dX the Funky 


365 Club® 


1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 474-0365 / WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


FRI. MARCH 11 » DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 © $22 21 a uP 


SUPER DIAMOND 
THE SUN KINGS 


WED. APRIL 13 * DOORS 7 / SHOW 8 


$18 ADV. / $20 DAY OF SHOW « 18 & UP 


YACHT 


FRI. & SAT. APRIL 15 & 16 
DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 «$30 + 21 & UP 


THE RESIDENTS 


TUES. MAY 10 * DOORS 8 / SHOW 9 » $25+ 1840 


eV 


FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE AT ALL SHOWS © 2 DRINK MIN. 
GENERAL ADMISSION. LIMITED SEATING. TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE 
CLUB M-F/10AM-4PM. * TICKETS ON-LINE: WWW,TICKETFLY.COM 


BIMBO’S IS AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
| AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474-0365 Ext. 18 


330RITCH 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


———— 
360 RITCH ST - SOMA - 330RITCH.COM 


NATALIE “FLOACIST gm 
THUR FEB 24TH fg 


CELEBRATING THE RELEASE OF 
“FLOETIC SOUL” 


WWW.330RITCH.COM - 415 445 3546 


MUSIC LISTINGS 


Gran Paw, and guest Mr. Okie Oran. 
Vintage Orson, 508 Fourth St, SF; (415) 777- 
1508, 5:30-11pm, free. DJ TophOne and guest 


* spin jazzy beats for cocktalians. 


SATURDAY 26 


ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


Max Bemis, Trophy Fire, Westwood and 
Willow, Dave Smallen Bottom of the Hill. 8pm, 
$15. Part of Noise Pop. 

Best Coast, Wavves, Hunx and His Punx, 
Royal Baths Regency Ballroom. 8pm, $22. Part 
of Noise Pop. 

Cody Chesnutt Yoshi’s San Francisco, 8 and 
10pm, $25. 

Dan Band, Diamond Dave Independent. 9pm, 
$25. 


New & Improved 2pm-8pm 


- 4° P HAPPY 
HOUR 


OPEN a AT 2PM 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY 


LEFTOVER CRACK 


ROCKFIGHT 
anaes FHC 


Ff 2/250 LEFTOVER CRACK 


Pree our » OBIECTE 


HAPPY HOUR SHOW 


HEADSLIDE 
3PM/FREE, ————__—_____—— 


opm = JOE BUCK YOURSELF 
$8 HORROR-K 
Lee ie HALLERE 


TWANG SUNDAY 


senrrmee COUMTRY CASANOWAS 


UPCOMING SHOWS: 

3/4 - WET ILLUSTRATED, THE DOWNTOWN 
STRUTS, THE BROTHERS GROSS, 
BURNT ONES 

3/6 - BELPHECOR, BLACKEUARD, NEURAXIS, 
PATHOLOGY 

3/9 - SABERTOOTH ZOMBIE, OWEN HART, 
XIBALBA, GRACE ALLEY 

3/10 - JOEY CAPE, STEVE $0TO & THE 
TWISTED HEARTS, RICHMOND KIDS. 

3/t - WEEDEATER, ZOROASTER, KVELERTAK, 
BEGOTTEN 

3/12 - CAPTAIN 98 & THE KNICKERBOCKER 
7RIO, KEP! GHOULIE ELECTRIC, THE 
MEAT SLUTS 

3/l7 - ST. PATRICK'S DAY! 7HE TUNNEL, 
BUFFALO TOOTH, POOR SONS, 

THAT GHOST 

3/19 - GREGG GINN & THE ROYAL WE, 
YAWNING MAN, GLITTER WIZARD 

3/24 = FLEXK BRONCO, THE SPITTIN’ COBRAS, 
HEWHOCANNOTBENAMED, CRAWLER 

3/25 - BURGER BOOGALOO! KING TUFF 

PERSONAL AND THE PIZZAS, THE 

RANTOUS, THE WRONG WORDS, 

KING LOLLIPOP 

BURGER BOOGALOO HAPPY HOUR! 

TRADITIONAL FOOLS, AUDACITY. 

CULTURE KIDS, UNDERGROUND 

RAILROAD TO CANDYLAND, SKUMBY 

FL ES Ah LS 


3/26 - 


{600 17TH STREET 252-1330 


>») Death Angel, Lazarus A.D., Bonded By 
Blood Slim’s. 8pm, $23. 

East Bay Grease, Black, Touch-Me-Nots 
Hemlock Tavern. 9:30pm, $7. 

Haberdasher, Love Dimension, Chelsea TK El 
Rio. 6pm, free. 

Headslide Thee Parkside. 3pm, free. 

JGB with Melvin Seals Great American Music 
Hall. 9pm, $25. 

Joe Buck Yourself, Hooten Hallers Thee 
Parkside. 9pm, $8. 

Kicker, Meat Sluts Bender’s, 800 S. Van Ness, 
SF: www.bendersbar.com. 10pm, $5. 

Linda Kost Savanna Jazz. 7:30pm, $8. 

No Age, Grass Widow, Rank/ Xerox, Crazy 
Band Rickshaw Stop. 8pm, $15. Part of Noise 
Pop. 

Santos! Knockout. 10pm, $10. With DJs Daniel 
and dX the Funky Gran Paw. 

Earl Thomas Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 10pm, 
$22. 


VAPOR ROOM PRESENTS... 
ADMIRAL RADLEY 
of Grandaddy & Earlimart 
be daealete), |: 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
FAKE YOUR OWN DEATH 


®G 


AB & THE SEA 


KEVIN SECONDS 
ANGEL ISLAND 


co-headlining 


NOBUNNY 
exray’s 


THE DOWNER PARTY 


i THE TROPHY FIRE 
WESTWOOD & WILLOW 
DAVE SMALLEN 


co-headlining 


THE GROWLERS 
THE PLEASURE KILLS 
THE WRONG WORDS 


AN EVENING WITH... 


EMILIE AUTUMN 
HES OWN OE: WSN 


MANCHOWDER : THE 31 


SPOOKY FLOWERS JHAMEEL 
PEAR INDIGU STEINWAY JUNKIES 


Ge WH 


MEGAN SLANKARD, 
THE FAMILY CREST» PWOLE AND AVI 


GASOB BI SEKSU 
BRAHMS » THE DANUELION WAR 


BOTTOM OF THE HILL 


1233 17th St in SF e (415) 621-4455 


advanee } ott omofthehill.com/tickets.htm| 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC _ 


Paula West and George Mesterhazy Quartet 
Rrazz Room. 8pm, $45. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


Eliyahu and the Qadim Ensemble Red Poppy = 
Art House. 8pm, $15-20 

Go Van Gogh Revolution Café, 3248 22nd St, 
SF: (415) 642-0474. 9pm, free. 

“Rogues of the Barbary Coast” Hotel Utah. 
9pm, $8. With Mad Maggies, Shark Alley 
Hobos, and Brian Belknap. 

“Songbird Festival and Con Brio Present: 
Music to Freak To” Amnesia. 9pm. With Kelly 
McFarling, Con Brio, and Ben Flax. 

Craig Ventresco and Meredith Axelrod Atlas 
Café. 4pm, free. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 36 >> 


UPCOMING 
EVENTS o 


RITUAL DUBSTEP 


MARQUES WYATT 


LIFE 
ROY DAVIS UR. 


a 


sraonkns GH 


yaciaa ac 


540 HOWARD ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
WWW.TEMPLESF.COM 
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SAT/26 
CONT>» 


2aNCe le 


¥fro Bao Little Baobab, 3388 19th St, SF; 
(415) 643-3558. 10pm, $5. Afro and world 
music with rotating DJs including Stepwise, 
Steve, Claude, Santero, and Elembe. 

Bar on Church 9pm, Rotating DJs Foxxee, 
Joseph Lee, Zhaldee, Mark Andrus, and Nuxx 
Bootie SF: Request Night DNA Lounge. 9pm, 


$6-12. Mash-ups with Adrian and Mysterious D. 


Breath Control, DJ Pickpocket, Dominique 
Leone, Ben Bracken, Damon Palermo Lab, 


2948 16th St, SF; (415)-864-8855. 8pm, $7-12. 


DJ Nik Medjool, 2522 Mission, SF; www.med- 
joolsf.com. 10:30pm, $10. 
4QneFunktion Elbo Room. 10pm, $5-10. Hip- 


hop with guest Jeremy Sole and residents B. 
Cause, Mista B, A-Ron, and a performance by 
FA.M.E. 

Frankie Knuckles, David Harness Mighty, 119 
Utah, SF; www.mighty119.com. 10pm. 

Go Bang! Deco Lounge, 510 Larkin, SF; (415) 
346 — 2025. 9pm, $5. Recreating the diversity 
and freedom of the 70’s/ 80's disco nightlife 
with DJs Steve Fabus, Tres Lingerie, Sergio, 
and more. 


HYP Club Eight, 1151 Folsom, SF; www.eightsf. 


com. 10pm, free. Gay and lesbian hip-hop 
party, featuring DJs spinning the newest in the 
top 40s hip hop and hyphy. 

Reggae Gold Club Six. 9pm, $15. With DJs 
Daddy Rolo, Polo Mo’qz, Tesfa, Serg, and Fuze 
spinning dancehall and reggae. 

Rock City Butter, 354 11th St., SF; (415) 863- 
5964. 6pm, $5 after 10pm. With DJs spinning 
party rock. 


GUARDIAN 


THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN 


bl =] ee @ } | 


IMK@) 1 =o) ON Aas} 
Back by popular demand! 


DEVILY FISH 


PESTORY-OF LOVE = esturing World-clacs, 


contemporary, aerial & acrobatic circus performance. 


BRAVA THEATER 
2781 24th Street, SF 
March 3, 4,5 7:00 
March 6 6:00 

on-line tickets $26 
or call 415.647.2822 
cirquenoveau.com 


Ht ee 


MUSIC LISTINGS 


Martin Solveig Ruby Skye, 420 Mason, SF; 
www.rubyskye.com. 9pm, $15. 

Spirit Fingers Sessions 330 Ritch. 9pm, free. 
With DJ Morse Code and live guest perfor- 
mances. 


SUNDAY 27 


ROCK/BLUES/ HIP-HOP 


“Battle of the Bands” DNA Lounge. 5:30pm, 
$12. With Younger Dryas, Death of a Legend, 
Heap of Stone, and more. 

Biffy Clyro, Moving Mountains, Bird By Bird 
Rickshaw Stop. 8pm, $12. 

Fresh and Onlys, Growlers, Pleasure Kills, 
Wrong Words Bottom of the Hill. 1pm, $12. 
Part of Noise Pop. 

Ben Gibbard, Zach Rogue Great American 


Music Hall. 8pm, $25. Part of Noise Pop. 
Glassjaw, These People, Tidal Arms Regency 
Ballroom. 8pm, $25. 


JAZZ/N EW MUSIC 


Ernie Small Memorial Big Band Savanna Jazz. 
7:30pm, $5. 

Elaine Lucas Bliss Bar, 4026 24th St., SF; 
www.blissbarsf.com. 4:30pm, $10. 

Shana Morrison Rrazz Room. 7pm, $25. 
Aaron Priskorn Revolution Café, 3248 22nd 
St, SF; (415) 642-0474. 8pm, free. 

“Women in Jazz” Yoshi's San Francisco. 7pm, 
$20. With Ruth Davies, Roberta Donnay, 
Brenda Wong Aoki, and Destiny Muhammad; 
benefit for the Jazz Heritage Center. 


FOLK/WORLD/COUNTRY 


Country Casanovas Thee Parkside. 2pm, free. 


David Friedman Unity San Francisco, 222 
Bush, SF; www.unitysf.com. 2pm, $27. Benefit 
for UnitySF. 


DANCE CLUBS 


Dub Mission Elbo Room. 9pm, $6. Dub, roots, 
and classic dancehall with DJ Sep, Ludachris, 
and guest D) Crazy Baldhead. 

45Club: 100 Yards of Funky Soul Records 
Knockout. 10pm, free. With Dirty Dishes, 
English Steve, and dX the Funky Gran Paw. 
Gloss Sundays Trigger, 2344 Market, SF; (415) 
551-CLUB. 7pm. With DJ Hawthorne spinning 
house, funk, soul, retro, and disco. 

Honey Soundsystem Paradise Lounge. 8pm- 
2am. “Dance floor for dancers — sound system 
for lovers.” Got that? 

Kick It Bar on Church. 9pm. Hip-hop with DJ 
Zax. 

La Pachanga Blue Macaw, 2565 Mission, 


jazz club °"4 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Wed, Feb 23 
10th Anniversary of New Monsoon 


NEW MONSOON 


Unplugged & Electric, Plus HONEYMOON (opening) 


See Oe eee R ee eereeesenseeeeesecesseeeeeeeene 


Thurs, Feb 24 


LED ZEPAGAIN 


Fri, Feb 25 
An Evening With 


LISA LOEB 


See eee ee eww ereenerereereeseaeasessseeees 


Sat, Feb 26 


CODY CHESNUTT 


SOO e eee meee nme eeneneeeweeeeeaseeseseesses 


Sun, Feb 27 


“WOMEN IN JAZZ” 


Featuring Ruth Davis, Roberta Donnay, 
Brenda Wong Aoki, Destiny Muhammad 


POO e eee eee e eee eeaaeeeeeeeeeeereseseesees 


Mon, Feb 28 


STEVE SMITH 
& VITAL INFORMATION (of Journey) 
Featuring Tom Coster (Santana), 
Baron Browne (Jean-Luc Ponty), 
Vinny Valentino (Bill Evans) 


AOR eee amen renee eeneeneeeenssereeeneseees 


Tues, March 1 


AARON GOLDBERG TRIO 
Pus HIP-BONES 


Thurs, March 3 
KDFC Presents 


ANGELE DUBEAU 
& LA PIETA 


1330 FILLMORE ST. SAN FRANCISCO 415-655-5600 510 EMBARCADERO WEST, OAKLAND 510-238-9200 


(sri 


yoshis.com 


JAPANESE RESTAURANT 
Top 100 Restaurants 2009 & 2010 —SF Chronicle 


Voted “Best live music venue in SF” -SF Magazine 8/10 


oakland 


Wed, Feb 23 
ECM Recording Artist 


NIK BARTSCH’S RONIN 


Thurs-Fri, Feb 24-25 


PSP 
SIMON PHILLIPS 
PHILIPPE SAISSE 
PINO PALLADINO 


Sat-Sun, Feb 26-27 


KEVIN EUBANKS 


Celebrating New Release Zen Food 


Mon, Feb 28 


SKYLINE HIGH JAZZ BAND 


ARR eee tener eee neeeee sean eeeeeeereeeseseee 


Tues, March 1 


ANNA MARIA FLECHERO 


SOP R eee eee e ener aren areas eeeeeeeeeeneeeees 


Wed, March 2 


JUAN ESCOVEDO 


With Special Guests Ray Obiedo, Roger Glenn 
& John Santos 


ORR O eee enone ene renee esse eeeaaesaeeeeee 


ELVIN BISHOP 


Fri-Sun, March 4-6 


AL Di MEOLA 
WORLD SINFONIA 


th Very Special Guest 


Mingo Lewis fyitarPlayer 


Mon, March 7 
EL CERRITO HIGH SCHOOL 
JAZZ BANDS 


VIP Membership Club for Yoshi's Oakland + SF © Details at www.yoshis.com/vip 


Get Tickets at YOSHIS. com / the venue box office / 415- 655- 5600 / 510-238-9200 
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MUSIC. 
ART. 
DRINKS. 


Because your M.O.M. 
is here on Mondays! 
Motown on Mondays. 


500 Divisadero Street 
www.madroneartbar.com 


Sf « CB 
EEE 


NILLA GORILLA & 
YER FAVORITE CANADIEN IEN BAKIN 


NOISE- POP H HAPPY-HOUR om 6PM a 
PLEASE CHECK NOISE-POP SCHEDULE FOR BAND LINE UPS. 

NOISE-POP.COM 

2/24 NOISE-POP HAPPY-HOUR 6pn Free 

2/25 NOISE-POP HAPPY-HOUR 6pm FREE 

N.Y. PUNKSCHLOCK KARAOKE BASH 

LLEEN 9PM FREE 


eee eee weer eee eee eeeeeee 


2/26 NOISE-POP HAPPY-HOUR 6pm Free 


ALCOHOLOCAUST PRESENTS: 

_ . . THE MEAT SLUTS te KICKER wpm s 
2/28 MEATBALL MONDAYS 
W/ STEPH & DWAYNE opr 

ASS-END HAPPY HOUR tpn - close 

2/29 TEQUILA TERROR TUESDAYS 
STARTS OMPM FREE 

TEQUILA & TECATE ONLY $6: 0PM THE TERROR STARTE 
ON THE BIG SCREEN... NOT FOR THE WEAK HEARTED! 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 


eevee e eee 


806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH 
* 415.824.1800 * 
*TUE - FRI GPM - 11PM %&SAT 4PM - 10PM* 
7*WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 


SF; www.thebluemacawsf.com. 6pm, $10. 
Salsa dance party with live Afro-Cuban salsa 
bands. 

Religion Bar on Church. 3pm. With DJ Nikita. 
Swing Out Sundays Rock-it Room. 7pm, free 
(dance lessons $15). DJ BeBop Burnie spins 
20s through 50s swing, jive, and more. 


MONDAY 28 


ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


Brilliant Colors, Hot New Mexicans, 
Homeowners El Rio. 7pm, $6. 
Hellogoodbye, Jukebox the Ghost, Gold 
Motel, Now Now Every Children Slim’s. 
7:30pm, $16. 

John Popper and the Duskray Troubadours, 
Lisa Bouchelle Independent. 8pm, $20 


ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 


CLUB SHUTTER 


WITH 


NAKO, OMAR, JUSTIN 


AFRO-TROPI-ELECTRIC-SAMBA-FUNK 


AFROLICIOUS 


WITH DIS/HOSTS: 
PLEASUREMAKER 
SENOR OZ speciat cuest: 
OHMEGA WATTS weit.) 


ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 


ALBINO! 


AFROBEAT LAB exrerimentinc 
uve wird RUSS LIQUID 


ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 


4QNEFUNKTION 
with cuest ps JEREMY SOLE 


(AFROFUNKE/KCRW/LA); RESIDENTS 
B.CAUSE, ‘stl B, 3 RON 
F.A.MLE. | 

MALAGUTI, TEEKO i. MUGPUSH) 


RELEASE PARTY FOR 
TEEKO’S “LIGHT UP THE DARKNESS” 


DUB MISSION 


PRESENTS THE BEST IN DUB, DUBSTEP, 
ROOTS & DANCEHALL WITH 


DJ SEP 
LUDICHRIS ano cust 
DJ CRAZY BALDHEAD (wx) 


MICHELLE TEA presents 
VALENCIA: 1995 


90S PARTY TO BENEFIT VALENCIA: 
THE MOVIE(S), WITH DJS 


PINK LIGHTNING (stay coup) 
ano JUNKYARD wune, murroive) 
TOILET PHOTO BOOTH wiTH AMOS MAC 
rims BY JUSTIN KELLY 


PORN FROM NO FAUXX 
SCREENING OF CHAPTER 11 BY SARAH 


ADAMS reaturinc GRETA JANE 
PEDERSEN ano JENNY HOYSTEN 


LIVE MUSIC & TAWDRY BURLESQUE 
BOMBSHELL BETTY & 
HER BURLESQUETEERS 
ptus Live music By FROMAGIQUE 
ELBO ROOM PRESENTS 
310) 7A A 

SPSS | HONEY, BLEAK ETHNIQUE 

UPCOMING 
THU 3/3 AFROLICIOUS 
FRI 3/4 120 MINUTES: TEARIST, REZOUND 


SAT 3/5 SAT NITE SOUL PARTY 
SUN 3/6 DUB MISSION: DJ SEP 


"ADVANCE TICKETS 


WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 


ren Fox, Bangs Make-Out Room. 8pm, 

$5-4 

nee Smith and Vital Information Yoshi's San 
Francisco. 8pm, $20. 

Trifles, Twinks, Danger Babes Knockout. 9pm, 
$10-20. Benefit for KUSF. 


DANCECLUBS 


Death Guild DNA Lounge. 9:30pm, $3-5. 
Gothic, industrial, and synthpop with Joe 
Radio, Decay, and Melting Girl. 

Krazy Mondays Beauty Bar. 10pm, free. With 
DJs Ant-1, $ir-Tipp, Ruby Red |, Lo, and Gelo 
spinning hip hop. 

M.O.M. Madrone Art Bar. 6pm, free. With DJ 
Gordo Cabeza and guests playing all Motown 
every Monday. 

Manic Mondays Bar on Church. 9pm. Drink 
80-cent cosmos with Djs Mark Andrus and 
Dangerous Dan. 


111 MINNA GALLERY 
SINCE 1993 PROUD TO BRING 
YOU FRESH ART & PURE FUN 
——- OVER 21 PLEASE 


THU 2.24 | 7-2AM 
CATALYST 


21+ | RSVP | $10 PRESALE | 21+ 
PRESENTED BY RAW: NATURAL 
BORN ARTISTS SPACE: ENTIRE 
VENUE | OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 


FRI 2.25 | 5-9PM 
HAPPY HOUR 


FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, 
MUSIC, DRINKS SPECIALS 


CUT THE CHECK 


RECORD RELEASE 
9PM-2AM 


21+ | MORE INFO PRESENTED BY 
THE GOOD LOOK MOVEMENT | 
SPACE: ENTIRE VENUE | OPEN TO 
THE PUBLIC 


SAT 2.26 | 9-2AM 
BARRACUDA! 


21+BOTTLE SERVICE | $10 DOOR 

| SPACE: ENTIRE VENUE | OPEN 

TO THE PUBLIC EVERY FOURTH 
SATURDAY, 111 MINNA PRESENTS 
BARRACUDA, A DECADENT DECADE 
DANCE PARTY 


TUE 2.28 | 5:30-9PM 


SAN FRANCISCO 
GREEN DRINKS 


21+ | PRESENTED BY SAN FRAN- 
CISCO GREEN DRINKS | SPACE: 
ENTIRE VENUE THE FIRST TUESDAY 
OF EVERY MONTH, SAN FRANCISCO 
GREEN DRINKS (SFGD) HOLDS A SO- 
CIAL NETWORKING EXTRAVAGANZA 
FOR SEVERAL HUNDRED GREEN 
PROFESSIONALS AT 111 MINNA. 


111 MINNA GALLERY 
111 MINNA STREET AT 2ND STREET 
1TIMINNAGALLERY.COM » 415.974.1719 


MUSIC LISTINGS 


Metwork Mondays Azul Lounge, One Tillman 


Pl, SF; www.inhousetalent.com. 9pm, $5. Hip- 
hop, R&B, and spoken word open mic, plus 


featured performers. 
Sausage Party Rosamunde Sausage Grill, 


2832 Mission, SF; (415) 970-9015. 6:30- 


9:30pm, free. DJ Dandy Dixon spins vintage 


rock, R&B, global beats, funk, and disco at this 
happy hour sausage-shack gig. 


Skylarking Skylark. 10pm, free. With resident 


DJs | & | Vibration, Beatnok, and Mr. Lucky and 


weekly guest DJs. 


Under Raps Showdown, 10 Sixth St, SF; www. 
showdownsf.com. 9pm, $3. Hip-hop open mic 


with hosts BPos and live beats by Optik. 
Valencia: 1995 Elbo Room. 9pm, $5. Michelle 


Tea hosts this 90s party to benefit Valencia: 
The Movie(s), with DJs Pink Lightning and 
Junkyard, films by Justin Kelly, and more. 


WEDNESDAY 02/23 
9PM + $6 ADV & DOOR 
* Sweet Chariot 
* Trevor Childs and 
The Beholders 
* The Lonesome Dimension 


THURSDAY 02/24 

8PM $8 ADV/ $10 DOOR 

Thursdays in February 

with Everest 

* Everest 

* Red Cortez 

* All Smiles (Jim Fairchild 
of Modest Mouse) 


pupay 02/25 
$8 We / $10 DOOR 
. Chris Aye 
* Morgan fitand 
* Matt Simons 


SATURDAY 02/26 

10PM - $8 ADV / $10 DOOR 
Rogues of the Barbary 
Coast Night featuring: 

* The Mad Maggies 


¢ Shark Alley Hobos 


* Brian Belknap (formerly 
of Turpentine) 


SUNDAY 02/27 

8PM + $8 ADV & DOOR 
¢ Andy Clockwise 

* Craig Gore 


MONDAY 02/28 
7:30PM + $FREE 
Bay Guardian Readers 


Poll Best Open Mic 
* Open mic with 
JJ Schultz 


TUESDAY 03/01 
9PM - $6 ADV & DOOR 


* Jeremy Rourke 
* The Holly Martins 
* RICK 


* Mark David Ashworth 


LIVE MUSIC 


twitter.com/hotelutah 
facebook.com/hotelutahsaloon 


ADVANCE TIX AT HOTELUTAH.COM 
500 4th Street * (415) 546-6300 


TUESDAY 1 
ROCK/BLUES/HIP-HOP 


Emilie Autumn Bottom of the Hill. 9:30pm, 
$13. 

Fat Tuesday Band Biscuits and Blues. 8 and 
10pm, $15. 

Odd Owl, Laura Meyer El Rio. 7pm, free. 
Shannon and the Clams, Guantanamo 


Baywatch, Uzi Rash, Boom Hemlock Tavern. 
_ 9pm, $7. 


Swans, Wooden Wand Regency Ballroom. 
8pm, $34. 


JAZZ/NEW MUSIC 


Aaron Goldberg Trio, Hip-Bones Yoshi’s San 
Francisco. 8pm, $16. 
Conscious Contact Revolution Café, 3248 


MAGGIE pomestic LONGHAIR 


| arrived here very scared, and hid all the time. Doors opening scared 
me. | have come so far from that kitty. | now wait at the door for my 
food, and while the door opening worries me, | peek to see who it is. 


22nd St, SF; (415) 642-0474. 8:30pm, free. 
Ricardo Scales Top of the Mark. 6:30pm, $5. 


DANCE CLUBS 


Bombshell Betty and Her Burlesqueteers Elbo 
Room. 9pm, $10. Burlesque performers with 
live music by Fromagique. 

Eclectic Company Skylark, 9pm, free. DJs 
Tones and Jaybee spin old school hip hop, bass, 
dub, glitch, and electro. 

Extra Classic D) Night Little Baobab, 3388 
19th St, SF; www.bissapbaobab.com. 10pm. 
Dub, roots, rockers, and reggae from the 60s, 
70s, and 80s. 

Share the Love Trigger, 2344 Market, SF; (415) 
551-CLUB. 5pm, free. With DJ Pam Hubbuck 
spinning house. sFac 


when | am comfy, | love love laps and might drool with happiness on ~ 


you. | will need a small space at first in your adult, quiet home, and it 


may take me a while to come out of my shell, but | am worth itl 


mre hyo Pm 
fit Lal oo 


OF ADOPTING ADULT 
Wn yen dot ADDAT CAS fon Te Son Fae 
aacheaal ert peck deenepelape faa 
‘ShelterCore Pet Health insurance 


Soo 0/SECh Roopa Serves rte 90 oy cer 


Miprannayhag >! Evaluation, 
pcre ela 
Kitten (under 6 are! $100. 415.522.3500 


es Lb 


PLAYGROUPS e TRAINING 
BOARDING « PET SITTING 
DAYCARE PRIVATE WALKS 
CAT CARE © MEDICAL VISITS 


650 Gennessee Street 
Tela acelnatiae) 
415.200.8915 


www.honeysheart.com 


Doggy Daycare, Boarding & Grooming - 


pAD>arm 


D 
E 
R 
SOCIAL CLUB 
Play Stay 


ul 


Bathe 


ac eater ldathtrny 


self serve and full service grooming 
natural & organic pet food 


10% off merchandise & grooming 


with ad - expires 4/30/2011 


772 stanyan st. (415) 221-pets (7387) 


www.greenpawzsf.com 
thume! Can you 

thumP” hear that 
beat? 

That's the tail 


of a senior dog 
who has been 
adopted! 


Adopt. Foster. Donate. 


1766 Mission St SF - 415-431-3647 
www.embarkaderosocialclub.com 
info@embarkaderosocialclub.com 


Check cut THE GUARDIAN’S PET ISSUE on MAY 307 


ww MUTT VILLE... 


senior dog rescue 
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= |NDEPENDENT 


www.thel 


tbs 


THU FEB 24th 


#3 4 


: SEVENTEEN EVERGREEN 8 
FRI FEB 25th Site 


ee 


WED MAR 2nd 


FRI MAR 4th 


MON 3.7/ DOORS 7:30/ $12 
CIVIL TWILIGHT 
THE DAYLIGHTS 
TUE 3.8/ DOORS 7:30/ $15 
STRFKR 
UNKNOWN MORTAL ORCHESTRA 
WED 3.9 & THU 3.10/ DOORS 7:30/ $30 
MEDESKI MARTIN & WOOD 
EDMUND WELLES: THE BASS CLARINET QUARTET 
FRI 3.14 & SAT 3.12/ DOORS 8:30/ $22 
AN EVENING WITH 
NORTH MISSISSIPPI ALLSTARS 


SUN 3.137 DOORS 7:30/ $25 
GETT OFF 
MESHELL NDEGEOCELLO 
COVERS PRINCE 


MARTIN LUTHER 
COVERS THE BEATLES 


JIC 


VOXHAUL BROADCAST, 
THE FEROCIOUS FLW, 
THE SORT WAXNE. SANS 


“RACHEL FANNAN (Fi 


EY 


PARTIALLY SEATED SHOW 
SUNNY WAR 


doors 7:30 


WED 3.16/ DOORS 7:30/ 


WARPAINT 
PVT e FAMILY BAND 
FRI3.18 & SAT3.19/ DOORS &:30/ $20 ADV $22 DOOR 


THE NEW MASTERSOUNDS 


MON 3.21/ DOORS 7:30/ $16 ADV » $18 DOOR 


FUJIYA & MIYAGI 
FOL CHEN 


WED 3.23/ DOORS 7:30/ $12 ADV © $14 DOOR 
FOSTER THE PEOPLE 
GROUPLOVE 
LESANDS 
THU 3.24/ DOORS 7:30/ $13 ADV ©$15 DOOR 
LIAM FINN 
THE LUYAS 


628 Divisadero St. at Hayes, San Francisco / Tickets: TICKETFLY.COM & 877.435.9849 
or at Box Office, Monday - Friday 11AM - 6PM (10 PM on show nights) 


Info: 415.774.1421 / All Shows 21+ / General Admission / Extremely Limited Seating 


Pald Parking Lot : Corner of Oak & Divisadero 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINN 


Bun 
L1aHr 


T .APEconcerts.com 


HEMLOCK 


a 1131 Polk St 
. btwn Post & Sutter 
415.923.0923 


NO BABIES 
9pm, $5 


Havarti Party 
Arms N’ Legs 


THU Feb 24 FLOATING GOAT 
9pm, $6 Begotten 
Hornss 


APACHE 


Vanishing Breed 
The Fangs 


FRI Feb 25 
9:30pm, $6 


SAT Feb 26 
9:30pm, $7 


EAST BAY GREASE | 
The Black (Austin) 
Touch-Me-Nots 


'SUN Feb 27, POLK ST. LOUNGE- comedy 


9pm,$6 a Burlesque show with Alex Koll 
(Comedy Central) 

Janine Brito, Brendan Lynch, 
Sean Keane, Miss Mae 


Western, Isabella Minx 


MON Feb 28 

TARY PORCHLIGHT OPEN DOOR 
|) _______ ies 
opmrer PUNK ROCK SIDESHOW 


TUE Mar 1 


vEMar! SHANNON & THE CLAMS 


Guantanamo Baywatch 
Uzi Rash, BOOM 


WED Mar2 AS A PEOPLE 
Blue Rabbit 
My Second Surprise 


www.hemlocktavern.com 


50 KICK ASS 
BEERS ON DRAUGHT 


Over 100 different bottles, 
specializing in Belgians 
I 
A BEER DRINKER’S 


PARADISE! 
SINCE 1987 


FOR FUTURE EVENT INFO LOOK @ 
TORONADO.COM 


HAPPY HOUR 
Every Day until 6:00 pm 
HOURS: Daily 11:30 am to 2:00 am 


415-863-2276 
547 HAIGHT ST. @ FILLMORE 


aa vanreyuovit-neComeresent 
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club list 


AMNESIA 
853 Valencia 
(415) 970-0012 


ARGUS LOUNGE 
3187 Mission 
(415) 824-1447 
ASIASF 

201 Ninth St 
(415) 255-2742 
ATLAS CAFE 
3049 20th St 
(415) 648-1047 
ATMOSPHERE 3 
447 Broadway 
(415) 788-4623 


BAMBUDDHA 
LOUNGE 

601 Eddy 

(415) 885-5088 


BAOBAB 

3388 19th St 
(415) 643-3558 
BAR ON CHURCH 
198 Church 
(415) 861-7499 


BEAUTY BAR 
2299 Mission 
(415) 285-0323 


BIMBO’S 

365 CLUB 
1025 Columbus 
(415) 474-0365 


BISCUITS 

AND BLUES 
401 Mason 
(415) 292-2583 


BOLLYHOOD CAFE 
3372 19th St 
(415) 970-0362 


BOOM BOOM ROOM 
1601 Fillmore 
(415) 673-8000 
BOTTOM 

OF THE HILL 
1233 17th St 
(415) 621-4455 
BROADWAY 
STUDIOS 

435 Broadway 
(415) 291-0333 
BRUNO’S 

2389 Mission 
(415) 643-5200 
CAFE COCOMO 
650 Indiana 
(415) 824-6910 
CAFE DU NORD 
2170 Market 
(415) 861-5016 
CASANOVA 
LOUNGE 

527 Valencia 
(415) 863-9328 
CAT CLUB 

1190 Folsom 
(415) 431-3332 
CLUB DELUXE 
1509 Haight 
(415) 552-6949 
CLUB 525 

525 Howard 
(415) 339-8686 
CLUB SIX 

60 Sixth St 
(415) 863-1221 
CODA 

1710 Mission 
(415) 551-2632 
DALVA 

3121 16th St 
(415) 252-7740 
DELIRIUM 
3139 16th St 
(415) 552-5525 
DNA LOUNGE 
375 11th St 
(415) 626-1409 
DOLORES PARK 
CAFE 

501 Dolores 
(414) 621-2936 
DOUBLE DUTCH 
3192 16th St 
(415) 503-1670 


EAGLE TAVERN 
398 12th St 
(415) 626-0880 
EDINBURGH 
CASTLE PUB 

950 Geary 

(415) 885-4074 
ELBO ROOM 

647 Valencia 
(415) 552-7788. 
ELEMENT LOUNGE 
1028 Geary 
(415) 571-1362 
ENDUP 

401 Sixth St 
(415) 357-0827 
FILLMORE 

1805 Geary 
(415) 346-6000 
540 CLUB 

540 Clement 
(415) 752-7276 
FLUID ULTRA 
LOUNGE 

662 Mission 
(415) 615-6888 
GLAS KAT 

520 Fourth St 
(415) 495-6626 
GRANT AND GREEN 
1371 Grant 

(415) 693-9565 
GREAT AMERICAN 
MUSIC HALL 

859 O'Farrell 
(415) 885-0750 
HEMLOCK TAVERN 
1131 Polk 

(415) 923-0923 
HIFI 

2125 Lombard 
(415) 345-TONE 
HOTEL UTAH 
SALOON 

500 Fourth St 
(415) 546-6300 
ICON ULTRA 
LOUNGE 

1192 Folsom 
(415) 626-4800 
INDEPENDENT 
628 Divisadero 
(415) 771-1421 
INFUSION LOUNGE 
124 Ellis 

(415) 421-8700 
IRELAND’S 32 
3920 Geary 
(415) 386-6173 
JOHNNY FOLEY’S 
243 O'Farrell 
(415) 954-0777 
KIMO’S 

1351 Polk 

(415) 885-4535 
KNOCKOUT 

3223 Mission 
(415) 550-6994 
LASZLO 

2526 Mission 
(415) 401-0810 
LEXINGTON CLUB 
3464 19th St 
(415) 863-2052 
MADRONE ART BAR 
500 Divisadero 
(415) 241-0202 
MAKE-OUT ROOM 
3225 22nd St 
(415) 647-2888 
MEZZANINE 

444 Jessie 

(415) 625-8880 
MIGHTY 

119 Utah 

(415) 626-7001 
MILK 

1840 Haight 
(415) 387-6455 
MISSION ROCK 
CAFE 

817 Terry Francois 
(415) 626-5355 
MOJITO 

1337 Grant 
(415) 398-1120 


NICKIE’S 

466 Haight 
(415) 255-0300 
111 MINNA 
GALLERY 

111 Minna 
(415) 974-1719 
PARADISE LOUNGE 
1501 Folsom 
(415) 252-5018 
PARKSIDE 
1600 17th St 
(415) 252-1330 
PIER 23 

Pier 23 

(415) 362-5125 
PLOUGH AND 
STARS 

116 Clement 
(415) 751-1122 
POLENG LOUNGE 
1751 Fulton 
(415) 441-1710 
PURPLE ONION 
140 Columbus 
(415) 217-8400 
RASSELAS JAZZ 
1534 Fillmore 
(415) 346-8696 
RED DEVIL LOUNGE 
1695 Polk 

(415) 921-1695 
RED POPPY ART 
HOUSE 

2698 Folsom 
(415) 826-2402 
REGENCY 
BALLROOM 
1300 Van Ness 
(415) 673-5716 
RETOX LOUNGE 
628 20th St 
(415) 626-7386 
RICKSHAW STOP 
155 Fell 

(415) 861-2011 
EL RINCON 
2700 16th St 
(415) 437-9240 
ELRIO 

3158 Mission 
(415) 282-3325 
RIPTIDE BAR 
3639 Taraval 
(415) 240-8360 
ROCK-IT ROOM 
406 Clement 
(415) 387-6343 
RRAZZ ROOM 
222 Mason 
(415) 394-1189 
RUBY SKYE 
420 Mason 
(415) 693-0777 
SAVANNA JAZZ 
2937 Mission 
(415) 285-3369 
SHANGHAI 1930 
133 Steuart 
(415) 896-5600 
SHINE DANCE 
LOUNGE 

1337 Mission 
(415) 255-1337 
SKYLARK 

3089 16th St 
(415) 621-9294 
SLIDE 

430 Mason 
(415) 421-1916 
SLIM’S 

333 11th St 
(415) 255-0333 
SOM. 

2925 16th St 
(415) 558-8521 
SPACE 550 
550 Barneveld 
(415) 550-8286 
STUD 

399 Ninth St 
(415) 252-7883 
SUPPERCLUB 
657 Harrison 
(415) 348-0900 


TEMPLE 
540 Howard 
(415) 978-9942 


1015 FOLSOM 
1015 Folsom 
(415) 431-1200 
330 RITCH 

330 Ritch 

(415) 541-9574 
TOP OF THE MARK 
Mark Hopkins 
intercontinental 
Hotel 

1 Nob Hill 

(415) 616-6916 
TUNNEL TOP 
601 Bush 

(415) 986-8900 
UNDERGROUND SF 
424 Haight 
(415) 864-7386 
VESSEL 

85 Campton 
(415) 433-8585 
WARFIELD 

982 Market 
(415) 345-0900 
YOSHI’S SAN 
FRANCISCO 
1330 Fillmore 
(415) 655-5600 


‘BAY AREA 


ANNA’S JAZZ 
ISLAND 

2120 Allston Way, 
Berk 

(510) 841-JAZZ 


ASHKENAZ 

1317 San Pablo, 
Berk 

(510) 525-5054 
BECKETT’S 

2271 Shattuck, 
Berk 

(510) 647-1790 
BLAKES 

2367 Telegraph, 
Berk 

(510) 848-0886 
FOX THEATER 
1807 Telegraph, 
Oakl 
1-800-745-3000 
FREIGHT AND 
SALVAGE COFFEE 
HOUSE 

1111 Addison, Berk 
(510) 548-1761 
JUPITER 

2181 Shattuck, Berk 
(510) THE-ROCK 
924 GILMAN 
STREET PROJECT 
924 Gilman, Berk 
(510) 525-9926 
LA PENA 
CULTURAL CENTER 
3104 Shattuck, 
Berk 

(510) 849-2568 
SHATTUCK DOWN 
LOW 

2284 Shattuck, 
Berk 

(510) 548-1159 
STARRY PLOUGH 
3101 Shattuck, 
Berk 

(510) 841-2082 
STORK CLUB 
2330 Telegraph, 
Oakl 

(510) 444-6174 


21 GRAND 

416 25th St, Oakl 
(510) 444-7263 
UPTOWN 

1928 Telegraph, 
Oakl 

(510) 451-8100 
YOSHI’S 

510 Embarcadero 
West 

Jack London 
Square, Oakl 
(510) 238-9200 
SFBG 


Leen 


Gold Rush woman: The Last 
Night of the Barbary Coast 

brings a fresh breeze to Bay 

Area theater. 


Stage listings are compiled by Guardian staff. 
Performance times may change; call venues 

to confirm. Reviewers are Robert Avila, Rita 
Felciano, and Nicole Gluckstern. Submit items 
for the listings at listings@sfbg.com. For further 
information on how to submit items for the list- 
ings, see Picks. For complete listings, see www. 
sfbg.com. 


THEATER 


ONGOING 


The Dog and Pony Show The Marsh, 1062 
Valencia; 826-5750, www.themarsh.org. $15-35 
Thurs, 8pm; Sat, 8:30pm; Sun, 7pm. Through 
Sun/27. No horses in this show, actually, and no 
people either, just dogs. That’s the claim anyway. 
But while she manages to largely steer clear of 
ponies, in her new solo show, Michigan-based 
performance artist and NEA Four alum Holly 
Hughes ultimately segues not so subtly from her 
lifelong obsession with dogs to the life lessons 
we might glean from them. Treats along the way 
can take the form of amusing personal observa- 
tions about Dorothy and Toto’s misadventure in 
the Wizard of Oz, a clip of the Obamas wagging 
the White House dog on Barbara Walters, or 
Hughes and her partner of 16 years at home in 
cozy domesticity—just two women, nine animals, 
and one sectional sofa. Her own family’s love for 
animals developed in the absence of much love 
for anyone else, Hughes tells us. Fortunately her 
monologue, directed by Dan Hurlin, resists being 
a bummer thanks to Hughes’ indomitable good 
nature. It’s her very cute and talented Norfolk 
terrier who steals the show, however, via a video 
segment at a Michigan dog competition. Maybe 
that’s as it should be in this unabashed bow to 
the bowwow. (Avila) 
>| Farragut North NOHSpace, 2840 Mariposa. 
www.opentabproductions.com. $25. Thurs- 
Sat, 8pm. Through March 5. Former Howard Dean 
speechwriter Beau Willimon’s formulaic but solid- 
ly crafted 2008 play about backroom politics and 
the seamy side of what’s euphemistically called 
the American democratic process seems like 
it’d make a good George Clooney movie. George 
Clooney thought so too. He’s making it now under 
the title The Ides of March. You can see it sooner 
and without all those goddamn movie stars in 
this low-budget, high-octane staging by OpenTab 
Productions (Fishing). Stephen (Ben Euphrat) is a 
25-year-old wiz of a press secretary for a “mav- 
erick” governor heading into a major primary 
battle on the road to the White House. But an 
unexpected phone call leads “idealistic” power- 
lover Stephen into temptation, even as it reveals 
the real dynamics of the electoral system he 
thought he’d mastered. A battle for career sur- 
vival ensues with his former boss (Alex Plant), in 
which loyalty is a password and decency the first 
sandbag to drop. Opening night had one or two 
timing issues and some actors lost in shadow, 
but director Dave Sikula builds the action well 
and gets strong performances from an uneven 


but generally winning cast. Particularly nice wark 
comes from a convincingly unraveling Euphant, 
a coolly compassionate Carla Pauli (as preco- 
cious intern—turned—unwitting pawn), and the 
formidable Nathan Tucker as Stephen’s slickly 
conniving counterpart and Mephistopheles of 
the moment. 
>») The Last Night of the Barbary Coast 
SOMArts,934 Brannan; (800) 838-3006, 
www.brownpapertickets.com. $20. Thurs-Fri, 
8pm; Sat, 5 and 9pm. Through Sat/26. A fresh 
theatrical breeze blows in from the rank and 
churlish alleyways of Gold Rush San Francisco's 
notorious red light district in writer/direc- 
tor Jessa Brie Berkner and Idora Park Theatre 
Company’s beautifully detailed musical tale. 
Set on and around a gorgeous rotating rou- 
lette-wheel stage (crafted by Simon Cheffins 
and Jack Ruszel, and hauntingly illuminated by 
lighting designer Zoltan DeWitt), Last Night of 
the Barbary Coast tells the story of a young 
Midwestern woman (Tristan Cunningham) who 
joins a traveling troupe of vaudevillians, search- 
ing for an unknown freedom in the chaotic land- 
scape of the Old West as a performer and prosti- 
tute. A set of 49er archetypes (smartly outfitted 
by costumer Lucid Dawn) overflow the ample 
SOMArts stage with the all the flouncing brawn, 
sashaying bodices and boozy bluster of a saloon 
floorshow, alongside live musical accompaniment 
from vocalist-instrumentalist Freddi Price’s lush 
and moody nine-piece Alchemical Orchestra. Told 
in snatches of dialogue, song and pantomime 
(smooth choreography by Ena Dallas), Berkner 
weaves an inspired narrative from personal fam- 
ily legend and characters derived from the tarot 
deck’s Major Arcana. The result is a dynamically 
staged, alternately somber and spirited explora- 
tion of the precarious freedom possible in life and 
art. (Avila) 
Party of 2 — The New Mating Musical Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter; (800) 838-3006, www. 
partyof2themusical.com. $27-29. Sun, 3pm. 
Open-ended. A musical about relationships by 
Shopping! The Musical author Morris Bobrow. 
>») Pearls Over Shanghai Thrillpeddlers’ 
Hypnodrome, 575 Tenth St; 1-800-838- 
3006, www.brownpapertickets.com. $30-69. 
Sat, 8pm. Through April 9. Thrillpeddlers’ 
acclaimed production of the Cockettes musical 
continues its successful run. 
Treefall New Conservatory Theatre Center, 25 
Van Ness; 861-8972, www.nctsf.org. $24-40. 
Call for dates and times. Through Sun/27. New 
Conservatory Theatre Center presents a tale of 
erotic attraction by Henry Murray. 
What We're Up Against Magic Theatre, Fort 
Mason Center, bldg D; 441-8822, www.magicthe- 
atre.org. Wed-Fri, 8pm; Sat, 2:30 and 8pm; Sun, 
2:30pm; Tues, 7pm. Through March 6. Following 
the popularity of Theresa Rebeck’s Mauritius in 
2009, Magic Theatre brings the New York play- 
wright back for the world premiere of a decidedly 
flimsy comedy about sexual discrimination at a 
busy architecture firm. Eliza (Sarah Nealis) is the 
bright and brash new employee who finds herself 
shut out by an old boys network. Sodden boss 
Stu (Warren David Keith) resents her heartily for 
her competence and ambition, while ass-kissing 
power-jockey Weber (James Wagner) uses the 
leverage for all its worth. Gender solidarity with 
sole (but soulless) sister Janice (Pamela Gaye 
Walker) doesn’t get Eliza very far either. One 
guy at the firm, Ben (Rod Gnapp), alone knows 
better (among what amounts to an unbelievably 
inept staff). Eliza, meanwhile, crafts a form of 
revenge from her well-guarded solution to the 
otherwise stymieing “duct problem” in the plans 
for a new mall, a major account hitting the skids. 
Ben’s obsession with ducts is something of a key 
joke here, which ends up being characteristic of 
a play that stretches its not-very-new conceits 
thinly over two acts. The glass ceiling, ducts 
and all, is a bit too transparent in this bloodless 
production (helmed by artistic director Loretta 
Greco), leaving precious little to wonder or worry 
about. (Avila) 


BAY AREA 

The Agony and the Ecstasy of Steve Jobs 
Berkeley Rep, Thrust Stage, 2025 Addison, Berk; 
(510) 647-2949, www.berkeleyrep.org. $14.50- 
73. Call for dates and times. Through Sun/27. 

In his latest monologue (playing in repertory 
with another, The Last Cargo Cult), Mike Daisey 
explores the deeper implications of his own, and 
our, obsession with technology through a paral- 
lel look at the career of Apple’s megalomaniacal 
founder, and Daisey’s own reconnaissance trip 
to Apple’s manufacturing center in southern 
China. The story is well-crafted, Daisey’s delivery 
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dependably expert—even if his humor occasion- 
ally strays into the more obvious, belabored 
humor of the office water-cooler wag—and the 
real-world vision of hell he paints in a behemoth 
suicide-ridden factory called Foxconn (apt if 
understated name there) all too salient. But the 
story gives us back as revelation what we already 
know, surely, about the horrifying labor system 
behind our various electronic gizmos and much 
else besides. It’s a kind of liberal conceit to play 
along with the indignation and head back out into 
the world fully willing to do battle against corpo- 
rate capital, or at least sign an online petition. As 
a performer, meanwhile, Daisey has not budged 
from the formula he originally borrowed from 
Spalding Gray but made it even more his own. 
Indeed, to call his approach “indebted” to Gray is 
like saying the black market iPhone knock-offs he 
describes are merely an homage to Apple's prod- 
uct. Beside his professed love for the latest high 
tech wizardry comes this uncanny attachment to 
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the utterly low-tech, analog-monologue style of 
the late master. 

Collapse Aurora Theatre, 2081 Addison, Berk; 
(510) 843-4822, www.auroratheatre.org. $34- 
55. Wed-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 2 and 7pm; Tues, 7pm. 
Through March 6. Aurora Theatre presents a 
comedy by Allison Moore. 

Seagull Wed, 7:30pm, Thurs-Sat, 8pm; Sun, 
7pm; Tues, 8pm. Through Sun/27. Marin 
Theatre Company presents a new translation 
of Chekhov's great play from former Oregon 
Shakespeare Festival artistic director Libby 
Appel. The translation feels crisp and lucid, but 
artistic director Jasson Minadakis’s production 
remains fairly unmoving despite some effective 
moments among a skilled cast, including the 
dependably charismatic Howard Swain (as the 
doctor). The surprising lack of connection or 
spark between the principal characters—espe- 
cially the jaded writer (Craig Marker) and the 
infatuated, soon-to-be-ruined Masha (an oth- 


Mezzanine tickets 
Use code RUTH.* 


$ | 1f) Balcony tickets 
| U World-class theater 


at happy-hour prices 


THE 


HAROLD PINTER 


CAREY PERLOFE 


“POWER ana SEX... 


The Guardian (London) 


that packs a wallop 


“Enigmatic . 


[A] MASTERWORK” 


Variety 


A.C.T. 


american conservatory theater 


erwise vivacious Liz Sklar)—results in a dutiful 
production without that pent-up Chekhovian 
atmosphere that should envelop and follow you 
for hours if not days to come. (Avila) 

World’s Funniest Bubble Show The Marsh 
Berkeley, 2120 Allston Way, Berk; (800) 838- 
3006, www.themarsh.org. $8-11. Sun, 11am. 
Through April 3. The Amazing Bubble Man 
extends the bubble-making celebration. 


PERFORMANCE/ 
DANCE 


BAY AREA 

Marga’s Funny Mondays The Cabaret at The 
Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston; (800) 838-3006, 
www.themarsh.org. Mon/28, 8pm. $10. Marga 
Gomez hosts a Monday night comedy series. 
SFBG 


OMECOMING 


two of Pinter’s classic themes’ 


“The Homecoming is every bit 


AS BIG AS ITS REPUTATION.’ 


“A CONTEMPORARY GLASSIC 


-§ 


= é 
ACT-SF.ORG | 415.749.2228 


| MAR 3-27 | TICKETS FROM $10 
Groups of 15+, call 415.439.2473. 


SPONSORED BY 


blue W of califormia 


EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS Frannie and Mort Fleishhacker; Doug Tilden —_—*Not applicable to previously purchased tickets 


Of With other offers, Subject to availability. 


To advertise in our film section call 415-487-4600. 


On the Cheap listings are compiled by Jackie 
Andrews. Submit items for the listings at list- 
ings@sfbg.com. For further information on how 
to submit items for the listings, see Picks. 


WEDNESDAY 23 


Cleveland Confidential Book Tour Fifty24SF 
Gallery, 218 Fillmore, SF; 2011.noisepop.com. 
7pm, free. Fans of American punk rock history 
take note — This tour of rockers-turned-authors, 
which includes Cheetah Chrome from the Dead 
Boys, Mike Hudson from the Pagans, and Bob 
Pfeifer from Human Switchboard is making its 
way to SF tonight. The aging legends will discuss 
their books, chat amongst themselves, and field 
questions from the audience, so don’t miss this 
opportunity to catch a glimpse of a gone, but not 
forgotten era. 


THURSDAY 24 


“How to communicate with an oracle” San 
Francisco Main Library, 100 Larkin, SF; oracle- 
group@live.com, www.sfpl.org. 6-7:30pm, free. 
While the / Ching may look like any other book, 
with a cover sandwiching a few hundred printed 
pages and an “add to cart” link on Amazon, it is 
indeed so much more than that. To many, it is an 
oracle, a lunar calendar ala Terence McKenna, 
and a divination tool, possessing a language that 
some compare to that of DNA. Participants in this 
book review for the slightly more advanced set of 
readers and diviners will build their own vocabu- 
lary in the oracle’s language and then practice 
using it by consulting the / Ching as they normally 
would, for an immensely more empowering way 
to seek answers to life’s burning questions, and 
to truly create your own destiny. 


FRIDAY 25 


Pinball tournament Stork Club, 2330 Telegraph, 
Oakl.; pinballbayarea.wordpress.com. 7pm, free 
with cover. Not many people know that from the 
1940s to the early ‘70s pinball was banned in 
most major American cities and even the NYPD 
held prohibition-style raids on the game, smash- 
ing them with sledgehammers and dumping the 
carcasses into the Hudson. The reason? The 


cuaroian Fes] GLO 
Offer a chance to win 
free tickets to see 


Here’s your chance to see 


| SAW THE DEVIL 


at a San Francisco sneak preview 
on Thursday, March 3. 
To enter, simply send a self-addressed, 
stamped, business sized envelope to: 


SFBG/I SAW THE DEVIL 
135 Mississippi St. 
San Francisco, CA 94107 


and include a note naming the goriest 
scene in your favorite horror film. 


Nick Schager, SLANT 


THROWBACK 


~ No purchase necessary; one pass per person. Winners will be notified by mail. 


OPENS FRIDAY, MARCH 11" Ris 


ON THE CHEAP Dorie 


party fuzz believed that that pinball was a game 
of chance rather than skill and was therefore 
considered akin to gambling. We call bullshit on 
that and so does the Oakland Pinball Mafia, who 
is hosting a pinball tournament tonight where 
anyone can show off their silver ball skills. If you 
happen to find yourself yelling, “multiball!” more 
than once or twice, you may just end up going 
home with a plaque and possibly the number of 
that hottie at the end of the bar. 


SATURDAY 26 


Little Wings Amoeba Music, 1855 Haight, SF; 
(415) 831-1200, www.amoeba.com. 2pm, free. 
Local lo-fi folk star Kyle Field, a.k.a. Little Wings 
will be performing a free show to celebrate the 
release of his long-awaited new album, Black 
Grass. Since 1999, Field has been churning out 
beautiful and subtle, albeit slightly awkward and 
off-kilter minimalism, so come out to support this 
under-appreciated SF gem -- and why don’t you 
buy the album while you're at it? 

Fair Trade fashion show Urban Bazaar, 13719th 
Ave., SF; (415) 664-4422, www.urbanbazaarsf. 


ALL THE NASTY, TINY JOLTS 
THROUGHOUT THE MOVIE DO 
PRICK THE SKIN NICELY. 


Director Anderson has a knack for creating unsettling atmospheres.” 


Manohla Dargis, NY TIMES 


“CREEPY ENOUGH TO MAKE YOU HOPE THE 
THEATRE PARKING LOT IS BRIGHTLY LIT.” 


~Chuck Wilson, VILLAGE VOICE 


“A SOLID, SPOOKY SAGA.” 


“Ye He IK YOU WANT FRIGHTENING? 
THIS FLICK BRINGS ON THE CHILLS!” 


Steve Barton, DREAD CENTRAL 


“A GOOD, CLASSIC HORROR-THRILLER 


If you're a horror-thriller fan, you definitely need 
to check out the film no matter what.” 


Alex Billington, FIRSTSHOWING.NET 


STAY IN THE LIGHT 


VANISHE 


ON 7TH STREET 
HAYDEN CHRISTENSEN THANDIE NEWTON JOHN LEGUIZAMO: 


mandalay “a 


AT SELECT BAY AREA THEATRES 


Now Available On Demand Everywhere 


EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS (wars 
START FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25 


wwwvyanishingon7th.com www.magnetreleasing.com http://www. facebook cip/Vanishin 


LANDMARK'S 
LUMIERE SHATTUCK 
San Francisco (415) 267-4893 Berkeley (510) 464-5980 
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com. 7:30-9:30pm, free. Support fashion that is 
socially conscious and eco friendly while afford- 
able at the same time at this fashion show and 
party to launch S.E.T. Boutique’s latest line of 
handmade Nepalese sweaters. Boutique owner 
Lyndsay Sullivan has just returned from a trip 

to Nepal and is eager to share her stories about 
working with fair trade artisan cooperatives as 
well as share exclusive S.E.T. merchandise dis- 
counts at this one night-only event. 

Free-gan social Modern Times Bookstore, 888 
Valencia, SF; (415) 282-9246, www.mtbs.com 
5:30-7pm, free. Connect with other radical, wild, 
and devious queers at this discussion group and 
vegan social. Get together to discuss radical 
queer politics and then conspire while eating free 
vegan food. Yum! This night is brought to you by 
the minds of Gay Shame and Ships in the Night, 
so expect good, sweaty jams to dance — and 
organize — to. 


MONDAY 28 


Hot: Living Through the Next 50 Years on Earth 
The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, SF; (415) 863- 
8688, www.facebook.com/booksmith. 7:30pm, 
free. While the odd 80 degree February day in 
San Francisco might be a surprise welcome to 
day-drinking slackers in Dolores Park, let’s be 
real here. Global warming has arrived, and Mark 
Hertsgaard, one of the foremost reporters on 
the subject, can let us know what to expect in 
the coming decades, as well as give us clear and 
practical advise and reasons for hope. sFsG 


© ILM MOVEMENT 


“GRIPPING! 


A suspenseful...adventure movie.” 
— Stephen Holden, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


Critic’s Choice 
“DON'T MISS IT!” 


— Miranda Siegel, NEW YORK MAGAZINE 


Hey i ENDED 


SUNDANCE KABUKI CINEMAS 1881 POST/FILLMORE 


OPENS SFFS SCREEN 


San Francisco Film Society in partnership 


FEB 25 with Sundance Kabuki Cinemas 


Calendar: sffs.org Tickets: sundancecinemas.com 


IM Eis TINGS To advertise in our film section call 415-487-4600. 
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“A BRILLIANT MOVIE. | found myself deeply moved and completely enthralled.’ HALL PASS KS TH E 
—Michael Moore, Filmmaker < 
co seme @ | FUNNIEST MOVIE 
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Carrie Keagan, NGTV 


”q TAMBIEN LA LLUVIA 


SPAIN CONQUERED THE NEW WORLD FOR GOLD. 500 YEARS LATER, WATER IS GOLD... 
Twitter . . Find us on a “ 
@VitagraphFiims © WWww.eventherainmovie.com L#] Facebook morena films 


John Leguizamo stars in 


ALSO ‘ U 
Brad Anderson's apocalyptic NOW PLAYING Embarcadero Center LANOMARIS SHATTUCK DONE IT AGAIN. HALL PASS IS 
thriller Vanishing on 7th A COMEDIC EXPLOSION: 
Street, out Fri/25. = 3 a = . 


COURTESY OF MAGNET RELEASING : 3 Joel Amos, SHEKNOWS.COM 


Film listings are edited by Cheryl Eddy. Reviewers | A ez INGE Dy. \ | “ 
are Kimberly Chun, Michelle Devereaux, Peter u ) | WY on | “ | THE ayy FARRELLY BROTHERS MOVIE 
Galvin, Max Goldberg, Dennis Harvey, Johnny : : gee EEC ; eas F ; aS 
Ray Huston, Louis Peitzman, Lynn Rapoport, Ben is Se - . L Te, SINCE THERE S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY. 
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Richardson, and Matt Sussman. For rep house 
showtimes, see Rep Clock. For first-run show- 
times, see Movie Guide. Due to the Presidents’ 
Day holiday, theater information was incomplete 
at press time. 


OPENING 


Drive Angry 3D Nicolas Cage throws his hat in the 
Oscar ring extra-early this year. (1:44) 

Hall Pass Anyone who is married to Jenna Fischer 
or Christina Applegate and feels the need to step 
out is obviously insane. (1:38) 

How | Ended This Summer SFFS Screen presents 
this Russian psychological thriller about a pair of 
scientists working on an island inside the Arctic 
Circle. (2:04) Sundance Kabuki. 

Nora’s Will There’s certainly something to be said 
for the uniqueness of Nora’s Will: | can’t think of 
any other Mexican-Jewish movies that cover sui- 
cide, Passover, and cooking with equal attention. 
But while it sounds like the film is overloaded, 
Nora’s Will is actually too subtle for its own 

good. It meanders along, telling the story of the 
depressed Nora, her conflicted ex-husband, and 
the family she left behind. When the movie focus- 
es on the clash between Judaism and Mexican 
culture, the results are dynamic, but more often 
that not, it simply crawls along. It’s not that Nora’s 
Willis boring: it’s just easily forgettable, which is 
surprising given its subject matter. Meanwhile, it 
walks that fine line between comedy and drama, 
never bringing the laughs or the emotional 
catharsis it wants to offer. The only real reaction 
it inspires is hunger, particularly if the idea of a 
Mexican-Jewish feast sounds appealing. Turns out 
“gefilte fish” is the same in every language. (1:32) 
(Peitzman) 

Shelter A forensic shrink (Julianne Moore) discov- 
ers her patient has multiple personalities that rep- 
resent murder victims. Alsa.the devil is involved 
somehow. Huh? (1:52) 

Vanishing on 7th Street So many supernatural 


See FY : e s NEVLNECINEAren a CONUNDRUM 
var suspnsetales as 2000s Te Mechanst; AE ME . 2 . AFARRELLY BROTHERS wave OWEN WILSON * 
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— finds him once again constructing some 

impressive eeriness at the mercy of his screen- 
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Manny De La Rosa, NBC-TV 
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CRUDE AND SEXUAL HUMOR THROUGHOUT, LANGUAGE oe ee 
SOME GRAPHIC NUDITY AND DRUG USE vw. halls pass siovie coke 


We Were Here See “Where Were You?” (1:30) 
Castro. 


CONTINUES ON PAGE 42 5) 


FILM LISTINGS 


Alfred Hitchcock’s, THE BIRDS 


Fripay Marcu 4, 8PM (Doors open 7pm) : eee 
2 ye » 
Hitchcock’s horror classic about a small California town— Bodega : 


Bay—where birds suddenly begin to viciously attack people. 


Paramount Movie Classics include live Wurlitzer organ serenade, ps (1:30) Roxie. 
Dec-O-Win raffle, newsreel, cartoon, previews. ; : ONGOING 


Admission ONLY $5 - ticketmaster.com or 800-745-3000 i. All's Well Ends Well 2024 and I Love Hong 


(1:40) Four Star. 
And Everything is Going Fine (1:30) 
Sundance Kabuki. 

>») Another Year 
(2:09) 

Barney’s Version (2:12) 

Big Mommas: Like Father, Like Son (1:47) 


2026 BROADWAY, OARLAND Tons SART., £10-400-C400 r DEUS Fees 


(1:50) 


SAN ARAN CSE INTERNATIONAL 


AS nN (iene 


UAE es a 


MARGH 10-20 2011’ 
CENTERPIECE | CLASH 


SUN 03.13 | 6:30PM | CASTRO 

The stars and main crew of THE REBEL reunite for this martial-arts spectacular involving a 
deadly hitwoman on her last job and the mystery man who helps her finish it, one ass-kicking at a time 
A wild throwback to bone-crunching 80’s Hong Kong action, and Vietnam's biggest hit of the year. 


ALMOST PERFECT SURROGATE VALENTINE RAAVANAN 


IN 


A successful career woman Bay Area music stalwart Goh i ay=W-\etel -linat=Yelellactel celmre)| 
meets an almost perfect man, Nakamura plays “Goh.” a low- BOMBAY, DILSE and CORO 
but first has to contend with her _ key indie rocker on tour witha returns to Tamil filmmaking with 
not-so-perfect brother, sister sycophantic Hollywood actor. this lush contemporary retell 
and parents in this romantic When he reconnects with a ing of the Ramayana epic, set 
felolaalel=avarelovelUl: surviving agruably — longtime friend (Lynn Chen), amid the rain-swept jungles and 
your most difficult background: la\MEMKelgetcloll do pat=] <eMolanten ofelle! io} g=Xt ae) ms tol} dail favell-MAVAl dee lpal 
your family. Kelly Hu, lvan Shaw, — decisions about his life. From the and Aishwarya Rai star as a bru utal 
late Hong Kong pin-up Edison director of WHITE ON RICE bandit and the policeman’s w 
Chen star he’s kidnapped. Music by A.R 


Rahman 


Presenting Sponsors: @) TOYOTA (Comcast www.CAAMedia.org 
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The Woman Chaser See “L.A. Confidential.” 


>») Blue Valentine 
(1:53) 
>| Cedar Rapids 

(1:26) 
The Eagle (1:54) 
Even the Rain (1:44) Smith Rafael. 
The Fighter (1:54) 
Gnomeo and Juliet (1:24) 

The Green Hornet 

(1:29) 
1 Am Number Four Do you like Twilight? Do you 
think aliens are just as sexy — if not sexier! — 
than vampires? / Am Number Four isn’t a rip-off of 
Stephenie Meyer’s supernatural saga, but the YA 
novel turned film is similar enough to draw in that 
coveted tween audience. John (Alex Pettyfer) is a 
teenage alien with extraordinary powers who falls 
in love with a human girl Sarah (Dianna Agron). 
But they're from two different worlds! To be fair, 
star-crossed romance isn’t the issue here: the real 
problem is / Am Number Four’s “first in a series” 
status. Rather than working to establish itself as 
a film in its own right, the movie sets the stage 
for what’s to come next, a bold presumption for 
something this mediocre. It lazily drops some 
exposition, then launches into big, loud battles 
without pausing to catch its breath. / Am Number 
Four only really works if it gets a sequel, and we 
all know how well that turned out for The Golden 
Compass (2007). (1:44) (Peitzman) 

The Illusionist (1:20) 

Smith Rafael. 
Inside Job (2:00) 
Just Go With It (1:56) (Rapoport) 
Justin Bieber: Never Say Never 3D 

Kaboom Gregg Araki’s crackerjack teen sex 

romp is pure verve — a return to devil-may- 
care form for fans of The Doom Generation (1995) 
and Nowhere (1997). Kaboom is right: besides 
sneaking under the blue velvet rope for a classi- 
cal mindfuck death trip (there’s even a good part 
for Jennifer Lynch), Araki and his winning cast let 
loose a fusillade of dorm-room chatter that runs 
metaphorical language to its limits. The cult-bid- 
den mystery is too squarely accounted for, but 
then Kaboom is really as much The Palm Beach 
Story (1942) as Twin Peaks. Our coed heroes 
are Stella (Haley Bennett) and Smith (Thomas 
Dekker), and they're the only platonic thing in the 
movie. Taken with Araki’s lasting affection for 
1990s culture jamming, this rock-solid friendship 
is actually quite touching, but Kaboom works best 
when sliding up and down the Kinsey scale, huff- 
ing comic book paranoia for the fun of it. (1:26) 
(Goldberg) 
The King’s Speech (1:58) 
The Mechanic (1:40) 
No Strings Attached (1:50) 
Outside the Law (2:18) 
Sanctum (1:43) 
>>| The Social Network 

(2:00) 

True Grit 

(1:50) 
“2011 Academy Award-Nominated Short Films, 
Live-Action and Animated” (Live-action, 1:50; 
animated, 1:25) 
Unknown Everything is blue skies as Dr. Martin 
Harris (Liam Neeson) flies to Germany for a 
biotech conference, accompanied by lovely wife 
Elizabeth (January Jones in full Betty Draper 
mode). Landing in Berlin things quickly become 
gray, as he’s separated from his wife and ends 
up in a coma. Waking in a hospital room, Harris 
experiences memory loss, but like Harrison Ford 
he’s getting frantic with an urgent need to find 
his wife. Luckily she’s at the hotel. Unluckily, so is 
another man, who she and everyone else claims is 
the real Dr. Harris. What follows is a by-the-num- 
bers thriller, with car chases and fist fights, that 
manages to entertain as long as the existential 
question is unanswered. Once it’s revealed to bea 
knock-off of a successful franchise, the details of 
Unknown’s dated Cold War plot don’t quite make 
sense. On the heels of 2008's Taken, Neeson 
again proves capable in action-star mode. Bruno 
Ganz amuses briefly as an ex-Stasi detective, but 
the vacant parsing by bad actress Jones, appro- 
priate for her role on Mad Men, only frustrates 
here. (1:49) (Ryan Prendiville) seas 
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David Fincher’s 2007 Zodiac 
screens Wed/23 at the Castro. 


Schedules are for Wed/23—Tues/1 except where 
noted, Director and year are given when available. 
Double and triple features are marked with a «. All 
times are p.m. unless otherwise specified. 
ARTISTS’ TELEVISION ACCESS 992 Valencia, SF; 
www.atasite.org. $6-10. “Fog Tropes,” film and 


TOPHER GRACE 


live experimental sound pieces, Thurs, 8. “Noise 
Pop Film Festival:” Pool Party (Aala, 2010), Fri, 7; 
Tom Zé: Astronauta Libertado (Gonzalez, 2010), 
Fri, 9; lvory Tower (Gonzales, 2010), Sun, 2; Miroir 
Noir: Neon Bible Archives (Morisset, 2009), Sun, 4. 
ASIAN ART MUSEUM 200 Larkin, SF; www.asian- 
art.org. Free with museum admission ($7-17). 

On Wayang: My Life With Shadows (2011), and 
Shadow Master (1979), Sun, 1:30. 


BALBOA THEATRE 3630 Balboa, SF; www. 
balboamovies.com. $10. “Balboa’s Unique Oscar 
Party,” Sun, 3:30. 


CASTRO 429 Castro, SF; (415) 621-6120, www. 
castrotheatre.com. $7.50-12. »Zodiac (Fincher, 
2007), Wed, 12:30, 6:15, and The Dark Knight 
(Nolan, 2008), Wed, 3:25, 9:10. «Chinatown 
(Polanski, 1974), Thurs, 1:45, 7, and L.A. 
Confidential (Hanson, 1997), Thurs, 4:10, 9:25, 
We Were Here (Weissman, 2011), Fri, 7:30 (ben- 
efit premiere; tickets, $25); Feb 26-March 3, 7, 
9:15 (also Sat-Sun and Wed, 2:30, 4:45). Director 
David Weissman in person after the premiere, 7 p. 
m. shows, and both Sat-Sun early shows. 


CHRISTOPHER B. SMITH RAFAEL FILM CENTER 
1118 Fourth St, San Rafael; (415) 454-1222, 
www.cafilm.org. $6.50-15. Even the Rain (Bollain, 
2010), call for dates and times. The IMlusionist 
(Chomet, 2010), call for dates and times. Nora’s 
Will (Chenillo, 2009), Feb 25-March 3, call for 
times. “Oscar Night America,” Sun, 3:30.-This 
event, $55. 

HUMANIST HALL 390 27th St, Oakl; www.human- 
isthall.org. $5. The End of Poverty? (Diaz, 2008), 
Wed, 7:30. To Dream of Falling Upwards (Alli, 


ANNA FARIS 


e, 


FILM LISTINGS 


2011), Fri, 8. 


JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER OF THE EASY BAY 
1414 Walnut, Berk; (510) 848-0237, www.brown- 
papertickets.com. $6-8. Father’s Footsteps 
(Carmel, 2007), Thurs, 7:30. 


MECHANICS’ INSTITUTE 57 Post, SF; (415) 393- 
0100, rsvp@milibrary.org. $10. “CinemaLit Film 
Series: New Year’s Revolutions:” This Gun For 
Hire (Tuttle, 1942), Fri, 6. 


PACIFIC FILM ARCHIVE 2575 Bancroft, Berk; 
(510) 642-5249, www.bampfa.berkeley. 

edu. $5.50-9.50. “Film 50: History of Cinema: 
Fantasy Films and Realms of Enchantment:” 
“Silly Symphonies,” (Walt Disney Productions, 
1931-1937), Wed, 3:10. “Cinema Across Media: 
1920s:” Rien que les heures (Cavalcanti, 

1926), Wed, 7:30; L’Inhumaine (L'Herbier, 

1924), Thurs, 7; “Silent Comedies of the 

1920s,” Fri, 7. “Suspicion: The Films of Claude 
Chabrol and Alfred Hitchcock:” Merci pour le 
chocolat (Chabrol, 2000), Fri, 9:05. Shoah, 

Part 1 (Lanzmann, 1985), Sat, 5; Shoah, Part 2 
(Lanzmann, 1985), Sun, 1. 

RED VIC 1727 Haight, SF; (415) 668-3994; www. 
redvicmoviehouse.com. $6-10. White Material 
(Denis, 2009), Wed, 2, 7:15, 9:20. “Cinematic 

San Francisco: A Benefit for the Red Vic Movie 
House,” multi-media event with Rebecca Solnit, 
Christian Bruno, Sam Freen, and more, Thurs, 
7:30. This event, $20. Gumby (Clokay, 1995), Sat, 
2. The Adventures of Mark Twain (Vinton, 1985), 
Sat, 4. Meet the Feebles (Jackson, 1989), Fri-Sat, 
7:15, 9:15. The Muppet Movie (Frawley, 1979), 
Sun-Mon, 7:15, 9:20 (also Sun, 2, 4). Megamind 


GET READY 
FOR YOUR 
_ BEST. NIGHT. EVER. 


RELATIVITY 


GUARDIAN 
SFBG-COM 


Text RADICAL 
and your ZIP CODE 


(McGrath, 2010), March 1-3, 7:15, 9:20 (also 
March 2, 2). 


ROXIE 3117 and 3125 16th St, SF; (415) 863- 
1087, www.roxie.com. $10. “Noise Pop Film 
Festival:” This is Noise Pop (Werbach, 2011), 
Wed, 7; The Extraordinary Ordinary Life Of José 
Gonzalez (Karlsson and Egerstrand, 2010), Wed, 
9. “Laurel Nakadate: Fever Dreams” (Nakadate, 
2009-2010), Thurs, 7, 9:40. The Woman Chaser 
(Devor, 1999), Feb 25-March 3, 7, 9:15 (also Sat, 
2, 4:30). “Up the Oscars Benefit Bash,” Sun, 3:45. 
This event, $15. “Brushes With Fame Presented 
by Porchlight,” Tues, 7:30. This event, $10. 


ST. AIDAN’S CHURCH 101 Gold Mine, SF; www. 
brownpapertickets.com. $10-15. Lesson Plan 
(Neel, 2011), Sat, 8. 


VIZ CINEMA New People, 1746 Post, SF; www.viz- 
cinema.com. $10. “Noise Pop Film Festival:” Look 
at What the Light Did Now (Seck, 2010), Thurs, 7; 
The Family Jams (Barker, 2009), Thurs, 9. 


YERBA BUENA CENTER FOR THE ARTS 701 
Mission, SF; (415) 978-2787, www.ybca.org. $6-8. 
“Volume 14: Middle East,” nine videos focusing 
on the Middle East compiled by ASPECT: The 
Chronicle of New Media Art, Jan 13-March 27 
(gallery hours Thurs-Sat, noon-8; Sun, noon-6). 
Uncle Boonmee Who Can Recall His Past Lives 
(Weerasethakul, 2010), Wed, 7. “Around the 
World in 33 Films: The Jeonju Digital Project,” 
Thurs and Sat, 7, 9; Sun, 2, 4. sFBG 


first run venues 


The following is contact information for Bay 
Area first-run theaters. Please go to sfbg.com 
for a complete list of showtimes. 

Balboa 38th Ave/Balboa. 221-8184, www.bal- 
boamovies.com. 

Bridge Geary/Blake. 267-4893. 

Century Plaza Noor off El Camino, South SF. 
(650) 742-9200. 


Century 20 Junipero Serra/John Daly, Daly City. 


(650) 994-7469. 
Clay Fillmore/Clay. 267-4893. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema 1 Embarcadero 
Center, promenade level. 267-4893. 


Empire West Portal/Vicente. 661-2539. 
Four Star Clement/23rd Ave. 666-3488. 
Kabuki Cinema Post/Fillmore. 929-4650. 
Lumiere California/Polk. 267-4893, 


Marina Theatre 2149 Chestnut. www.Intsf. 
com/marina_theatre 


Metreon Fourth St/Mission. 1-800-FANDANGO. 


Metro Union/Webster. 931-1685. 


1000 Van Ness 1000 Van Ness. 1-800-231- 
3307. 


Opera Plaza Van Ness/Golden Gate. 267-4893 
Presidio 2340 Chestnut. 776-2388. 


SF Centre Mission between Fourth and Fifth 
sts. 538-8422. 


Stonestown 19th Ave/Winston. 221-8182. 
Vogue Sacramento/Presidio. 221-8183. 


OAKLAND 
Grand Lake 3200 Grand, Oakl. (510) 452-3556. 


Jack London Stadium 100 Washington, Jack 
London Square, Oakl. (510) 433-1320. 


Piedmont Piedmont/41st St, Oakl. (510) 464- 
5980. 

BERKELEY AREA 

Albany 1115 Solano, Albany. (510) 464-5980. 
AMC Bay Street 16 5614 Shellmound, 
Emeryville. (510) 457-4262. 

California Kittredge/Shattuck, Berk. (510) 
464-5980. 

Cerrito 10070 San Pablo, El Cerrito. (510) 972- 
9102. 

Emery Bay 6330 Christie, Emeryville. (510) 
420-0107. 

Rialto Cinemas Elmwood 2966 College Ave. at 
Ashby, Berk. (510) 433-9730. 

Shattuck Cinemas 2230 Shattuck, Berk. (510) 
464-5980. 

UA Berkeley 2274 Shattuck, Berk. (510) 843- 
1487. sFec 


TAKE MEHOIME to 43549 

for a chance to win 

a mobile pass, 
good for two, 


to attend the advance 


GUARDIAN ARTS SERIES PRESENTS 
THE HOMECOMING 


A.CT. celebrates Nobel Prize-winning 
playwright Harold Pinter’s legacy with 
The Homecoming, his most sexually 
provocative play. A long-absent son and 
his attractive wife return to his contentious childhood home in London’s 
East End. Join A.CT. for Pinter’s masterpiece with $10 tickets. Available at 
actsf.org/10Up. 


screening on March 3 
in San Francisco. 
Example: RADICAL 94115 


Become a VIP and 


jump the line at the screening. 
Show up in your best 80's outfit by 6:30pm 

and gain early access to the screening! Join SFBG & A.CT for a complimentary happy hour in A.C.1.'s Sky Bor Serving - 
Entering with 43KIX (43549) is free. Standard 


Bear Flag wine and light appetizers with the purchase of a 1OUP ticket. 
text message rates from your wireless provider 
may apply. Check your plan for details. One e 


INE fe! 
\P 
ORS 


*h) Wet & 
nes in JON 


hig oe gy aed #. bagel ri be — e THURSDAY, ENTER 10 * a m of ess to Sipe 3td fe- 
tandom drawing of all valid entries an MARCH 3RD ception and show by sending your Tull name to pro- 

IN: THEATERS MARCH 2011 epee Meas ae risers . AT7PM mos@sfbg.com (subject line: Homecoming) no later 
THIS FILM IS IS RATED R. Please note: Passes received through this promotion do not guarantee you a seat at the theatre, Seating Is on a first-come, first-served basis, except for members of the reviewing press, than Feb 28th. Winners will be contacted vid email. 


Theatre is overbooked to ensure a full house. No admittance once screening has begun. All federal, state and local regulations apply. A recipient of tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket, and e Tickets will be held under the winners name at will 
accepts any restrictions required by ticket provider. Relativity Media, Terry Hines & Associates, 43KIX, SF Bay Guardian and thelr affiliates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident S 


call; you must.provide a valid photo.tD for entry. 


incurred in connection with use of a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is unable to use his/her ticket in whole 
or in part. Not responsible for lost; delayed or misdirected entries. All federal and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by law. No purchase necessary. NO PHONE CALLS! 


IN THEATERS FRIDAY, MARCH 4 


www.iamrogue.com/takemehometonight © Follow us on Facebook & Twitter 
witter.com/TMHTthemovie © http://www.facebook.com/43KIXNorCal « http://twitter.com/43KIXNorCal 


Sone GUARDIAN 
eeee www.stbg.com/promo 


facebook.com/takemehometonight ® http: 
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THE SAN FRANCISCO BAY GUARDIAN TO PLACE AN AD 415-255-7600 


marketplace 


TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD 


Call (415) 255-7600 | Online at www.sfbg.com/classifieds | Email classifieds@sfbg.com 
Visit our office at 135 Mississippi, San Francisco, CA 94107 


Office hours are 8:30 - 5:30pm, Monday - Friday 


> automotive 


DONATE VEHICLE: RECEIVE 
$1000 


Grocery Coupons, Your Choice. Noah's 

Arc, No Kill Animal Shelters. Advanced 
Veterinary Treatments. Free Towing, IRS Tax 
Deduction. Non-Runners. 1-866-912-GIVE. 
(CaLSCAN) = ee = 
DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK OR BOAT TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care Of. 888-902-6851 
GS) 
DONATE YOUR CAR: 
Children's Cancer Fund! Help Save A Child's 
Life Through Research & Support! Free 
Vacation Package. Fast, Easy & Tax Deduct- 
ible. Call 1-800-252-0615. (Cal-SCAN) _ 


> medical 


HIP REPLACEMENT SURGERY 
If you had hip replacement surgery between 
2003 -present and suffered problems 
requiring a second revision surgery you 

may be entitled to compensation. Attorney 
Charles Johnson 1-800-535-5727. (Cal- 
SCAN) 


» financial services 


CASH NOW! 
Get cash for your structured settlement or 
annuity payments. High payouts. Call J.G. 
Wentworth. 1-866-SETTLEMENT (1-866-738- 
8536). Rated A+ by the Better Business 
Bureau. (Ca-SCAN) 


PAYDAY LOANS UP TO $1000! 
Fast & Friendly Phone Approvals! No Creit 
Checks! Call Today & Have your Advance in 
24hrs. Call Now 888-430-8412 (AAN CAN) 
IF YOU USED The ANTIBIOTIC DRUG 
LEVAQUIN and Suffered a Tendon Rupture, 
you may be entitled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles Johnson 1-800-535-5727. 


Learn How to DOUBLE YOUR 2011 INCOME 
at this Live Event: 
wwwWealthBuildersConference.com/money 
(Cal-SCAN) 


» misc. marketplace 


FREE HD FOR LIFE! 

Only on DISH NETWORK. Lowest Price 

in America! $24.99/mo. for OVER 120 
CHANNELS! PLUS-$550 Bonus! Call Today, 
1-888-904-3558 (AAN CAN) 


GAIN NATIONAL EXPOSURE 
Reach over 5 million young, educated 
readers for only $995 by advertising in 110 
weekly newspapers like this one. Call Jason 
at 202-289-8484. This is not a job offer. 
(AAN CAN) 


SELL/RENT Your TIMESHARE 
For CASH!!! 

Our Guaranteed Services will Sell/ Rent 
Your Unused Timeshare for CASH! Over $78 
Million Dollars offered in 2009! 
www.SellaTimeshare.com (877) 554-2098 
(Cal-SCAN) 


SHARI’S BERRIES 

Mouthwatering gourmet strawberry gifts 
fresh for your Valentine! 100% satisfaction 
guaranteed. Delivered nationwide. SAVE 20% 
on Dipped Berries! Visit www.berries.com/ 
berries or Call 1.888-903-2988. (Cal-SCAN) 


VONAGE 

Unlimited Calls in U.S, & 60 Countries! NO 
ANNUAL CONTRACT! $14.99 For 3 Months! 
Then ONLY $25.99/mo. Plus FREE Activa- 
tion. Call 877-881-2318, (Cal-SCAN) 


WANTED DIABETIC TEST 
STRIPS. 


Cash Paid. Unopened, Unexpired Boxes 
Only. All Brands Considered. Help others, 
donit throw boxes away. For more informa- 
tion, Call 888-491-1168. (CalSCAN) 


WINE of the MONTH CLUB! 
Send the gift of wine all year long! 2 Bottles 
each month from award-winning wineries 
around the world. Call 888-682-7982 and 
get FREE SHIPPING! (Cal-SCAN) __ 


> education 


ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 


from Home. *Medical, *Business, *Para- 
legal, *Criminal Justice. Job placement as- 
sistance. Computer available. Financial Aid if 
qualified. SCHEV certified. Call 888-210-5162 
www.Centura.us.com (CatSCAN) 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA! 
Graduate in 4 weeks! FREE Brochure. Call 
NOW! 1-866-562-3650 ext. 60 
www.SouthEasternHS.com (Cal-SCAN) 


> general 
employment 


17 DRIVERS NEEDED! 

Top 5% Pay! Excellent Benefits. New Trucks 
Ordered! Need CDL-A & 3 months recent 
OTR. 1-877-258-8782. www.MeltonTruck.com 
(CatSCAN) = 


DRIVER - DAILY or WEEKLY PAY. 
Single source dispatch. No tractor older 
than 3 years. Safety bonuses paid quarterly. 
CDL-A, 3 months recent OTR experience. 
1-800-414-9569. www.DriveKnight.com 
(Cal-SCAN) 


ELECTRICIAN CAREERS 

U.S. NAVY. Paid training, financial security, medi- 
cal / dental, vacation, retirement. HS grads ages 
17-34, Call Mon-Fri 1-800-345-6289, (CalLSCAN) 


Paid In Advance! 

Make $1000 a Week mailing brochures 
from home! Guaranteed Income! FREE 
Supplies! No experience required. Start 
Immediately! www.homemailerprogram.net 
(AAN CAN) 


ABLE TO TRAVEL 

Hiring 8 people. No experience necessary. 
Transportation & lodging furnished. Paid 
training. Work and travel entire USA. Start 
today. www.ProtekChemical.com 

Call 1-208-590-0365. (Cal-SCAN) 


> volunteers 


VOLUNTEER TEACHERS 


to teach climate change, grades 4 -12. Will 
train (650) 992-3963 


> business “= 
opportunities 


ADVERTISING- BEST KEPT 
SECRET. 

A business card sized display ad140 
California community newspapers. Reach 3 
million+ Californians. Cost $1,550.$1.33 cost 
per thousand. Free brochure (916)288-6019; 
www.Cal-SDAN.com (Cal-SCAN) 


ALL CASH VENDING IN YOUR 
LOCAL AREA. 


Be your own boss-25 machines/candy all 
for -$9,995.00. 1-877-915-8222 Vend 3. 
880 Grand Blvd, Deer Park, NY. (AAN CAN) 


ALL CASH VENDING ROUTE! 


Be Your Own Boss! 25 Machines + Candy All 
for $9995. Vend3 877-915-8222. All major 


SSSHELP WANTEDSSS 

Extra income! Assembling CD cases from 

Home! No Experience necessary! Call our 
Live Operators NOW! 1-800-405-7619 EXT 
2450 http://www.easywork-greatpay.com 
(AAN CAN) 


» adoption 


PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
ADOPTION? 


Talk with caring agency specializing in 
matching Birthmothers with Families na- 
tionwide. LIVING EXPENSES PAID. Call 24/7 
Abby's One True Gift Adoptions 
866-413-6293 (Void in Illinois) (AAN CAN) 


>» announcements 


DATING SERVICE 
Long-Term/Short-Term Relationships, FREE- 
2-TRY! 1-877-722-0087 Exchange/Browse 
Personal Messages 1-866-362-1311 Live adult 
casual conversations 1-877-599-8753 Meet on 
chatlines. Local Singles 1-888-869-0491 (18+) 
Newl! Talk Livel! 1-866-362-1311 (AAN CAN) 


New! Free to Try! 4 Services! 
1-877-660-3887 Instant Live Connections! 
1-866-817-3308 Hundreds of Local Women! 
You Choose! 1-877-747-8644 Connect With 
Live (18+) Local Ladies! 1-866-530-0180 
(AAN CAN) 


» legal notices 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE. 
MENT FILE NO. 447401 The following 
person is doing business as Paulson 
Bott Press, 2390 C 4th St Berkeley, CA 
94710. Renee M Bott, 19 Claremont Cresc. 
Berkeley, CA 94705; Pam T Paulson, 1906 
Harmon St Berkeley, CA 94703. This busi- 
ness is conducted by a general partnership. 
Registrant commenced business under 

the above-listed fictitious business name 
on the date 1/1/11 Signed Renee M Bott. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk the County of Alameda, CA by Patrick 
O'Connell on January 27, 2011 #113299, 
February 9, 16, 23 and March 2, 2011 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0332391-00 The following 
person is doing business as Fillmoe Ent., 
1176 Turk St San Francisco, CA 94115. This 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on the 
date 1/3/11 Signed Paris D. Jenkins. This 
statement was filed by Jennifer Wong on 
January 3, 2011 #113292. February 2, 9, 
16 and 23, 2014 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0332397-00 The following 
person is doing business as Money Makin’ 
Entertainment, 2501 Pine St #205 San 
Francisco, CA 94115. This business Is 
conducted by an individual. Registrant 
commenced business under the above- 
listed fictitious business name on the 

date 1/3/11 Signed Jeremiah Mims. This 
statement was filed by Magdalena Zevallos 
on January 3, 2011 #113291. February 2, 
9, 16 and 23, 2011 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0332600-00 The 
following person is doing business as 
Perfumeria Y Variedades USA, 2359 
Mission St San Francisco, CA 94110. This 
business is conducted by an individual. 
Registrant commenced business under the 
above-listed fictitious business name on the 
date 1/11/11 Signed Daniel Yanes J. This 
statement was filed by Maribel Jaldon on 
January 11, 2011 #113296. February 9, 
16, 23 and March 2, 2011 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0332834-00 The follow- 
ing person is doing business as American 
Roofing, The, 154 Lee Ave San Francisco, 
CA 94112. This business is conducted 

by an individual. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date 1/20/11 
Signed Panfilo Jesus Armas. This statement 
was filed by Maribel Jaldon on January 20, 
2011 #113289. February 2, 9, 16 and 
23, 2011 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0332867-00 The following 
person is doing business as CJ - Bags and 
Apparel, 197 Majestic Ave San Francisco, 
CA 94112. This business is conducted by an 
individual. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious business 
name on the date 1/21/11 Signed Charles 
Ray Jones, This statement was filed by 
Magdalena Zevallos on January 21, 2011 
#113300. February 16, 23, March 2 and 
9, 20114 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0332945-00 The 
following person is doing business as WE 
Holistic Lifestyle Coaching, 290 Division 
St Ste 200 San Francisco, CA 94103. This 
business is conducted by co-partners. 
Registrant commenced business under 
the above-listed fictitious business name 
on the date 1/11/11 Signed Tara Rota, 
Jator Pierre. This statement was filed by 
Magdalena Zevallos on January 25, 2011 
#113301. February 16, 23, March 2 and 
9, 2014 : 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0332960-00 The follow- 
ing person is doing business as JODR Inc, 
2420 Sunview Terrace Concord, CA 94520. 
This business is conducted by a corpora- 
tion. Registrant commenced business under 
the above-listed fictitious business name 
on the date 1/25/08. Signed Miguel Del 
Rio. This statement was filed by Mariedyne 
L. Argente on January 25, 2011 #113290. 
February 2, 9, 16 and 23, 2011 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0332968-00 The 
following person is doing business as Ship- 
Junction, 112 Stoneridge Ln San Francisco, 
CA 94143. This business is conducted 
by limited liability company. Registrant 
commenced business under the above- 
listed fictitious business name on the date 
1/21/11 Signed Jason Ng. This statement 
was filed by Magdalena Zevallos on January 
26, 2011 #113293. February 9, 16, 23 
and March 2, 2011 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0333145-00 The following 
person Is doing business as 1. (y)our food 
choices, 2. your food choices , 1545 
Kirkham St Apt 3 San Francisco, CA 94122. 
This business is conducted by a general 
partnership. Registrant commenced busi- 
ness under the above-listed fictitious bus!- 
ness name on the date N/A. Signed Jason E 
Snyder, This statement was filed by Maribel 
Jaldon on February 1, 2011. #113295. Feb- 
ruary 9, 16, 23 and March 2, 2011 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0333251-00 The following 
person is doing business as MM Caster & 
Industrial Supply, 472 Tehama St San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94103. This business is conducted 
by an individual. Registrant commenced 
business under the above-listed fictitious 
business name on the date 2/4/11 Signed 
Michael A McClure. This statement was 
filed by Mariedyne L. Argente on February 4, 
2011 #113297. February 9, 16, 23 and 
March 2, 2011 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0333274-00 The following 
person is doing business as Tanja Nixx 
Photography, 841 Columbus Ave San 
Francisco, CA 94133. This business is 
conducted by an individual. Registrant com- 
menced business under the above-listed 
fictitious business name on the date 2/7/11 
Signed Tanja Nicklisch. This statement was 
filed by Maribel Jaldon on February 7, 2011 
#113298. February 9, 16, 23 and March 
2, 2014 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATE- 
MENT FILE NO. A-0333454-00 The 
following person is doing business as 1. 
Amir Mortazavi Develop Design Build; 2. 
Highlight, 3043 Clay St San Francisco, CA 
94115. This business is conducted by an 
individual. Registrant commenced business 
under the above-listed fictitious business 
name on the date 2/11/11 Signed Amir 
Mortazavi. This statement was filed by Jen- 
nifer Wong on February 14, 2011. #113302. 
February 16, 23, March 2 and 9, 2011 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR CHANGE 
IN OWNERSHIP OF ALCOHOLIC BEVER- 
AGE LICENSE Date of Filing Application: 
February 9, 2011. To Whom It May Con- 
cern: The name of the applicant is: Roma 
Fast Foods Inc. The applicant listed above 
is applying to The Department of Alcoholic 
Beverage Control to sell alcoholic beverages 
at: 5099 Mission St San Francisco, CA 
94112-3417. Type of License Applied for: 
41 - ON-SALE BEER AND WINE - EATING 
PLACE. Publication dates: February 23, 
2011 L#113303 


NOTICE: Bring forth any verified claim(s) 

of right, title, interest, possession, or 
otherwise, hereinafter “Rights” in re 20 
KINGSLAND PLACE, OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 
94619 in ALAMEDA County, California, 

APN: 036-2501-037, hereinafter “Property,” 
by March 5, 2011 (deadline) or waive any 
such claim(s) thereto. Absent response by 
deadline all Rights re Property are with SAM 
SEGALL and WILLIAM GAFFNEY. Claim(s), 
e.g.: Notice of Interest, Trusteeis Deed, 
mechanics lien, etc., must be declared + 
true and correct, with genuine evidence 
thereof available for immediate inspec- 
tion. Judicial or administrative action re 
Property is barred prior to response hereto. 
Assertions re Property without response 
hereto shall be charged three million dollars 
($3,000,000.00) US per act. Acts of stul- 
tification and barratry re Property will tort 
contractual relations with prospective ad- 
vantage and be likewise charged. Respond 
to: NOTARY - 1524 San Carlos Avenue, #28 
San Carlos, California 94070 #113287. 
February 2, 9, 16 and 23, 2011 


> real estate for sale 


ARIZONA BIG BEAUTIFUL LOTS 
$99/mo., $0-down, $0-interest. Golf Course, 
Natil Parks. 1 hour from Tucson Intil Airport. 
Guaranteed Financing. NO CREDIT CHECK! 
(800) 631-8164 Code 4054 
www.sunsiteslandrush.com (AAN CAN) 


RUIDOSO, NEW MEXICO AREA 
5 acres w/city water and city maintained 
roads near small fishing pond and golf 
course. Only $19,900. Financing avail. Calf~ 
NMRS 1-888-791-6136. (Cal-SCAN) 


> rental services 


Browse hundreds of online listings with 
photos and maps. Find your roommate with 
a click of the mouse! Visit: 
http://www.Roommates.com. (AAN CAN) 


» rehearsal space 


60 New Studios! 24 Hour Lockout. Safe. 
Affordable. Onsite security. Two SF Loca- 
tions. (415) 518-3357 
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sensual massage 


**AAA Massace*** 

Young, pretty therapist. 

Advanced, Relaxation and stress relief. 
Accupressure, Deep tissue, and 

Swedish. $40hr, incall , SF Grant Ave. Call 
for appointment: 


*82-415-265-8961 


Cxocoate Swan 
Voluptuous Sensual Beauty. 50DDD-46-48 
Full Service. Safe SF Loc. 


415-933-4447 


EXPERT IN THE ART OF TOUCH! 
Let me massage away your stress and 
negative energy through the art of touch via 
Swedish and deep tissue-style massage. 

| will bring you to heights of pleasure with 
my (light fingertip) style massage. Photo by 
request. Call Shelly at 415-806-0382 


GFE Sweetheart 


Marin incall/SF Hotel outcall (415) 331-6775 


Indulge Yourself 
With the best massage in the East Bay! 
Swedish, deep tissue and acupressure. 
Irina (510) 209-5422 


Ocean Health Care 


Pretty Asian 
Masseuses 
Non-rush 
Massage Session 


Anniversary Special 
$45 HR 


Open 7 days a week, 

llam- 11pm. 

— (415) 576-1888 
Downtown Financial District 
260 Kearny Street 2nd Floor 


(Cross street : Bush) 
www. lovings.com/ocean-health-care 


New €simo Day Spa 


Under New Management 


* Deep Tissue 
Massage 


* Acupressure 


Open 10am-10pm 7 days a week 
2829 Bridgeway #107, 
Sausalito, 94965 
415-332-2025 


Celandine Day Spa 


Deep Tissue 
& Swedish 
Massage 


60/hr 


404 8th Ave. 
(btw. Geary & Anza) 
Sill me lilelsiee) 
CA 94118 


415-666-0800 


10am-10em Mon-Sun 


Uetlene) Soa, 


Attractive 
Masseuses 


GlotTbs et 


Come for the best 
in relaxation. 

93] Kearny —- 
415-399-9902 
All credit cards 
accepted 


NEW MANAGEMENT 


DOUBLE 
DRAGON 
MASSAGE 


c Beautiful 


Gran 

Gods 

145 Waverly Place-SE CA 
In Chinatown 


(Between Clay & Washington) 
2hr Free Parking (on Kearny) 


415-781-7777 


The new 


441 STOCKTON ST. @ SUTTER 
UNION SQ. SF CA. » 415-397-4181 
PARKING GARAGE 


Devic spa 


Theraputic Magic Touch 


: FREE BODY SCRUB 


($30 Value) w/1 Hr Massage 
Mention SF Bay Guardian 


1429)Polk Street © Sy rat 94109 * 
10am-10pm * 4152205- -9080 } 


Ocean Acupressure 


Deep Tissue, 
Acupressure & 
Massage Therapy 


with this ad! 


“415-239-8928 
1959 Ocean Ave. - SF 


ZEMG'S 
MASSAGE CHEFAPY 


be 


i# 


“Ss 
4565 Mission arte SF 94112 
415-585-2222 


~~, T) 


\ d 
z “aN 
OPEN: i 


10 AM-10 PM = = 


* Massage-Deep Tissue 

* Reduce Stress 

* Relaxation Steam 

* Clean & New Environment 


Golden Gate 


Massage 


% Jacuzzi 
Body Wash 
i Private 


1912 Lombard St. 
415) 441-5884 


escorts 


>» escorts 


Big Bold and Beautiful 
39, Blonde, 40DD, Incalls, Outcalls, 
650-284-6436 _ 


> fetish & fantasy 


Domination And 

Surrender 

..are powerfully erotic. BackDrop Club. For 
over 35 years. Instruction, events, private 
play sessions, more. (650) 965-4499 www. 
backdrop.net. 


Tue Lusty Lapy Theater 


Live nude girls and Private shows! We love 
all fetishes and fantasies. Toys, dirty-talk, 
domination, girl-on-girl and more! Ladies & 
couples welcome, Private booths. 


9am-3am Mon-Fri, 114am-3am Sat, Sun. 


1033 Kearny St, 
SF. 415-391-3991 _ 


True Domination 


Mature Dominatrix with pretty feet. All fanta- 


sies welcome. 
650-307-3337 


415-48)-2502 
rebekal @osfha.com 


etal: 
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> help wanted 


Shiny Boots of Leather 


Mistresses/ Female subs needed on the 


Peninsula. Good money, NO SEX, will train 
(650) 465-0700. — 


SSS 


fF GUARDIAN Gap 


Parkin? 


VISITING FOR A SHORT TIME 


THE GUARDIAN'S LOCAL 


SEX-POSITIVE BLOG 
sfbg.com/blogs/sexsf 


> transsexual 


BEST IN 
DOWNTOWN — 


d 
TRANSEXUAL 


FUNCTIONAL 


(415)374-1638 


LOVE.LUST.SINGLES.COUPLES 
WWW.SFBGCONNECTIONS.COM 


ALT.SEX.COLUMN 


Fine bi me 


By Andrea Nemerson 
andrea@mail.altsexcolumn.com 


Dear Andrea: 

I’m a woman who likes women and men. I’m been in a seri- 
ous relationship with a man several years. Having recently 
moved back to my home town, I’m wondering about some- 
thing. My close friends know about my orientation (I don’t 
like the word ‘bisexual’ because of all its connotations and my 
general reluctance to label myself) but now I’m meeting new 
people, colleagues, etc., and I feel weird about not address- 
ing this important part of my life. Is it OK to tell people, or 
should I just shut up? 

To compound things, my parents don’t know I’ve ever 
been anything other than straight — do they need to know? I 
wouldn’t tell them how many sexual partners I’ve had or any- 
thing else about my sexual past, but ... 

Love, 
Bi Serious 


Dear Seri: 
Great question, bless you. Also, tricky question, so ... damn you? 

There are, of course, excellent reasons to tell. National 
Coming Out Day (Oct. 11, mark your calendars) exists for 
good reason; coming out is one of the few personal/socio- 
political acts I truly believe can affect serious change. Most 
homophobes not of the Fred Phelps God hates whoever God 
is hating this month variety aren’t motivated by hatred for 
the abomination as much as they are simply uncomfortable. 
This discomfort is in some ways excusably human, born of 
bred-in-the-bone suspicion of the Other but seems totally 
anachronistic now that most of us aspire more to “love thy 
neighbor” than to “Oook! Stranger! Hit him with a rock!” 

The more sexual minority folks come out the less anyone 
is able to claim not to know any. And the more you come out 
to people who already know and love you, the less comfortable 
those people might be, in future, with Otherizing others. Ideally, 
they become less comfortable with hearing others Otherizing 
others, as well, and there you go. Presto social change-o. 

There are other reasons to just tell people. You want live 
an authentic life. You don’t want to deny who you are, and you 
don’t want other people making assumptions about you. Right? 

But there’s another school of thought — the TMI Is 
Bad school. We are surrounded by too much information 
about everyone and everything and honestly, people, have 
a little decorum. There is a time and place for everything. 
Thanksgiving dinner, for instance, is not the time to tell 
Uncle Morris and Aunt Sylvia that you live with your 
Mistress and two co-slaves, and you have this very interesting 
piercing, would they like to see? That isn’t being authentic, 
it’s just being shocking and stagey for effect. 

So, should you just shut up? I would say generally not. 
When someone assumes you are heterosexual in that blithe, 
blind, assumption-making way that people make assump- 
tions, there is no reason not to say — when you want to, 
“Actually, I’m with Gary now, but I’m bisexual.” The end. It 
might sound odd, but the more often people say it, the less 
odd it will sound. 

And that’s the point. 

Love, 
Andrea 


gay adult/adult 


EA 
Sex 


CONNECTIONS 


> gay adult 


NOyER 
LUST. 
SINGLES, 
CODPIIESS 


Where Hot Men Hook Up! 
Try FREE! Call 415-402-1009 


or 800-777-8000 
www.interactivemale.com 


>man to man 


Bi - Black & Masculine 
First Timers Welcome. Very discreet, 
friendly, clean and well- 


endowed! |n/Out calls. 
Cedric, (510) 776-5945 


Fireside 
Massage 


Unique, unhurried Swedish massage for 
men, 12 yrs. exp. 4-hand massage avail. 
California & Divisadero SF California 
Johnny (415) 505-3060. 

MUSCLE MASSAGE 5'10, 190, hairy, 
muscular give complete erotic massage. 
Incall/Outeall, Nick (415) 934-9325 


> general adult 


HARDCORE 
LIVE 1-ON-1 K 


Do you really want to have Sex with a 
Woman whois been with 1000s of Men? 
Join AshleyMadison.com and meet real 
Women in your city who are trapped in 
Sexless Marriages. Weire 100% Secure, 
Anonymous & Guaranteed! (AAN CAN) 

Do you really want to have Sex with a 
Woman whois been with 1000s of other 
Guys? At AshleyMadison.com youill meet 
Women in your city who are trapped in Sex- 
less Marriages. Featured on: Dr. Phil, Ellen, 
Tyra & The View. FREE Trial. (AAN CAN) 
Every 60 seconds another woman joins Ash- 
leyMadison.com looking to have a Discreet 
Affair. With over 7 million members, we 
Guarantee youill have an Affair or your 
money back! Try it FREE today. As seen on: 
CNN, FOXNews & TIME. (AAN CAN) 

With over 2.3 million Women, AshleyMadi- 
son.com Is the #1 Discreet Dating service 
for Married Women looking to have a 
Discreet Affair. Sign-up for FREE at Ashley- 
Madison.com. Featured on: Howard Stern, 
Sports Illustrated & MAXIM. (AAN CAN) 


>adult phone 
dating 


sfbg.com/classifieds 


GUARDIAN 


Meet hot latin singles! 


415.430.1126 


Other cities call: 1.800.831.1111 / Ahora en Espanol 


fonochat 


talk 


Free To Try! Hot Talk 1-866-601-7781 
Naughty Local Girls! Try For Free! 1-877-433- 
0927 Try For Free! 100is Of Local Women! 1- 
866-517-6011 Live Sexy Talk 1-877-602-7970 
18+ (AANCAN) 


HOOK UP TONIGHT! 

Meet sexy single men and women in your 
area! 

Straight, gay or bi. Chat available too! 1- 
800-409-MEET(6338) 

MEN SEEKING MEN 1-877-409-8884 Gay 
hot phone chat, 24/7! Talk to or meet 
sexy guys in your area anytime you need 
it. Fulfill your wildest fantasies. Private & 
confidential. Guys always available. 1-877- 
409-8884 Free to try. 18+ (AAN CAN) 


> adult phone 


(sex) 


TRY IT 


FREE 


CODE 2908 


Now part of the 
Livelinks®network! 


with sexy. 
local singles 


FREE PARTY LINE! 18+ 


TALK TO SWEET EBONY GIRLS OR SEXY 
LATINAS LIVE 1-ON-1 NEVER ANY CHARGES! 
712-338-7792. 

KINKY FANTASY GIRLS! LIVE 1-ON-1 
888-486-LIVE(5483) 


***Good Girls & 
Naughty Chat*** 


Try FREE ! Call 415-402-1001 
or 800-700-6666 
RedHotDateline.com 


More Choice! More Sexy Con- 
nections! = 
TRY FREE Call 415-772-9944 


or 800-210-1010 
www.livelinks,com 


) TRY FOR FREE 


Z| 5.772 9944 
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BANKRUPTCY ATTORNEY 


CALL DEAN L. WOERNER 415-550-8799 
WWW.SANFRANBK.COM 


HAIR MODELS NEEDED! 


Cutting and Color at DiPietro Todd Salon. 
Call (415) 693-5549. www.dipietrotodd.com. 


INJURED AT WORK? 
| fight for the rights of injured workers! 
Call Workers’ Compensation attorney 
Alison J. Gude 415-655-6789 


| 50% OFF CHAPTER 7 
BANKRUPTCY 
FREE CONSULTATION 


also specializes in Social Security 
& Workers’ Compensation Law 


Law Offices of Eric T. Johnson 
870 Market St. Suite 543 San Francisco, CA 94102 


P: (415) 402.0355 + bankruptcy com 


USE METH? 
PAID STUDY 


BUMP is a study being con- 
ducted by the San Francisco 
;Department of PublicHealth 


for individuals who use meth. 
If you qualify, you’ll receive 
$10-35 per visit. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CALL 
418-554-3013 
_OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE, 
WWW.SFBUMP.COM 


Collective 


eHigh Grade Cannabis 

°Great Selection 
Awesome Edibles 
‘Wisit our website 

for coupons, ~ Ye 
specials & inventory 


Bernal ve Ny 


33 29th St. (w/ Mission) 
SF, CA 94110 - (415) 642-5895 


= 
= 


Only individuals with legally recognized medical 
cannabis recommendations and/or identification cards 
may obtain marijuana from a medical dispensary. 


oer LEGAL! 


JUANA EVALUATIONS 


USE CRACK? : 
Get paid to SHAMBHALA 


° Match Any Local Price. 


< <evanami volunteering MurANG CENTER an cares 
IN THE HEART OF THE MISSION tia 


NOW OPEN! 


Compassionate Health Options 
Call 415-255-1200 © Green215.com 


research study. 


Renewal — Any Doctor 
+ We Will Match any Price 
+ 24/7 phone and online verification 
+ High Quality Photo ID Card 
+ Simple and Confidential 


CPMC Addiction and Pharmacology 
Research Lab is looking for Crack 


is 244) MISSION ST. BTIWN 20TH & 21ST 
users to participate in a 10 day eT Se ep aR 


Pana mate 


ad 


ua H IEE il inpatient study on Cocaine. MON-SAT 10AM-8PM; SUN 11AM-6PM BRR n Tron SAMeE/DAV/APPOINTMENT 
Df Hite Lu This is NOT a treatment study. (415) 970-WEED “9333 3490 20th St, 3rd FL 
DELIVERY.ORG | www.shambhalasf.com San Francisco, CA 94110 


Join Our Collective & Enjoy Member Benefits! 
Organic Strains delivered directly to your doorstep 
VIEW OUR ENTIRE CATALOG AT 


www,SFGreenDelivery.org 
For fast delivery, Give us a call at 415.322.9734 


Call 415-641-3370 


This study is funded by the National Institute 
of Health, NIDA. 


greetings@shambhalasf.com 


Only individuals with legally recognized Medical Can- 
nabis Identification Cards or a verifiable, written recom- 
mendation from a physician for medical cannabis may 
obtain cannabis from medical cannabis dispensaries. 


wn, 415-796-2254 


LESS 


208 VALENCIA STREET 


Meet Eva. 


Eva is a 20 year old student from Arcata, California. 
She is a classically trained ballerina and her best 
friend is Sir Link, a strange looking Pharoah Hound. 
She is wearing the Cable Knit Pullover in Burgundy 
with cotton panties and the Unisex Nub Ribbed 
Knee-High Sock. 


Open Everyday 


Sweaters 
and Socks. 


by American Apparel° 


415-621-0131 «208 Valencia @Duboce 
www. 208valencia.com 
All patients must be at least 18 years old. Only legally 


recognized medical cannabis ID cards may obtain cannabis 
from medical cannabis dispensaries 


MmOCRAMI/8™ 


Wwe FAY, YOUR TAX 


ét 


GoMedithrive 
go MEDICAL MARIJUANA PROVIDER 


— BEST QUALITY, UNMATCHED SERVICE, SUPERIOR SELECTION — 


Download Our Free App 


TAHOE OG KUSH ° BURKLE ¢ DURBAN POISON 


and many more are common Medithrive strains ~ See our current menu at: Medithrive.com JIN SAN PRANGISGOL 


1933 MISSION ST. | BETWEEN 15TH AND 16TH | OPEN DAILY 11AM-9PM | (415) 556.2000 | ara 


Only individuals with legally recognized Medical Cannabis identification Cards or a verifiable, written recommendation from a physician for medical cannabis may obtain cannabis from medical cannabis dispensaries. 


: THANK YOU BAY AREA FOR MAKING US #1 AGAIN! 
THE ONLY SF DISPENSARY TO WIN AT THE CANNABIS CUP 2010! 


PURPLE CLONES 


NOW AVAILABLE 


TO OUR PATIENTS 
ALWAYS SEVERAL STRAINS! 


NEW HASH BAR 


KUSH 
waveaymone? OPEN DAILY 


LOW PRICES | ADA ACCESSIBLE | 18+ W/ VAILD MD RECOMMENDATION & C. & CA ID 
Only individuals with legally recognized Medical Cannabis Identification Cards or a verifiable, written 
recommendation from a physician for medical cannabis may obtain cannabis from medical cannabis dispensaries. 


843 HOWARD STREET 
_ SAN FRANCISCO 


OSCONE WEST IN § 


: OPEN DAILY Sun- Thurs 10:00a - 8:00p Fri & Sat 10:00a - 9:00p 
(41 5) 541-9590 
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